“Dream Big”
Justice & Mercy Visioning 2026 Grant

Purpose of the Dream Big 2026 Grant 
The Dream Big 2026 Grant will give funding to create new projects that make a meaningful impact in their local communities. This one-time grant to one church recipient will support initiatives that respond to real community needs, cultivate new partnerships, and spark innovative expressions of God’s mission. It is designed to help congregations dream boldly, test new approaches, and bring inspiring ideas to life that might not otherwise be possible.

Spirit of the Dream Big 2026 Grant
[bookmark: _Int_87mZzMby]The Vision is rooted in trust, imagination, and faith. Applicants are encouraged to think expansively, take thoughtful risks, and propose projects that stretch beyond “what we’ve always done.”
We are particularly interested in ideas that invite congregations to ask:
What might God be calling us to try now—for the sake of our neighbors and our community?

Funding Priorities
Projects funded through the Dream Big 2026 Grant should:
· Address a clear local community need or opportunity
· Demonstrate creativity, imagination, and innovation
· Align with the congregation’s mission and sense of call
· Foster justice, mercy, reconciliation, or flourishing
· Engage partners beyond the congregation when possible
· Offer potential for learning, growth, or replication

Priority may be given to:
· Congregations with limited financial resources
· New or experimental ministries
· Projects that intentionally engage underserved or marginalized populations

Grant Information
· The Dream Big 2026 Grant may be awarded for up to $15,000 
· All applications should be submitted by November 1, 2026.

Eligibility
· Applicants must be congregations or worshiping communities within the Presbytery of the Peaks
· Each application must be reviewed and approved by the session.

The Dream Big 2026 Grant may be used for:
· Program expenses and materials
· Pilot projects or start‑up costs
· Training or resources directly related to the project
· Community engagement
· Capital improvements or building projects related to the mission of the project

Funds may not be used for:
· Debt retirement
· General operating expenses unrelated to the project
· Ongoing staff salaries 

Evaluation & Reporting
· Grant recipients must submit a written report following the conclusion of the project 
· Reports should reflect the use of funds, outcomes, and learnings, and community impact.
(Application on next page)

“Dream Big” 2026 Grant Application
Presbytery of the Peaks

Project Title 	
Congregation 	

Grant Applicant Name 	
Grant Applicant Email 	

Contact Person (from Endorsing Congregation) Name 	
  Contact Person email 	Phone 	

Total Amount Requested 	
To Whom the Check Should be Written (if awarded) 	
	

Application Process
· Applications are requested by November 1, 2026
· Completed applications should include: 
· A clear and compelling description of the project
· The community need or opportunity being addressed
· How the project connects to the congregation’s mission
· Anticipated outcomes and impact
· A realistic timeline
· A detailed project budget, including other funding sources (if applicable)


Each grant application must be reviewed and approved by the session of the endorsing congregation. Please indicate the date the application was approved: 	.

All funds approved and disbursed must be used for the purposes described in this application unless otherwise approved by the Justice & Mercy Commission.



Signature of contact person	Date



Signature of clerk of session	Date

Submit completed application and supporting materials to the attention of the Justice & Mercy Commission, Presbytery of the Peaks, PO Box 2519, Forest VA 24551. Applications may also be emailed to office@peakspresbytery.org.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For internal use only:
__ Grant request matches Dream Big grant guidelines. Complete info provided.
__ Grant request from, or sponsored by, a congregation in the Presbytery of the Peaks.

