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Meeting Attendance 
February 21, 2026 

Zoom 
 

Active Ministers of Word and Sacrament Present 
 
George Anderson Kim Jeffreys Dave Roberts 
Beth Broschart Carlos Malave Pete Smith 
Janet Chisom Gary Marshall Anghaarad Teague Dees 
Linda Dickerson Sarah Martin Peter Thompson 
Isabella Fagiani John McCarthy Allison Unroe 
Jeff Garrison Bob McLavey Tim Verhey 
Annette Goard Russ Merritt Sarah Wiles 
Geoff Hubbard Bea Miller Brent Williams 
Emily Rhodes Hunter Jonathan Moelker Steve Willis 
Shawn Hyska Jim Moss  
Herndon Jeffreys Mikel Pugh  

 
 

Active Ministers of Word and Sacrament Excused 
 
Ben Banner Lisa Marshall Morgan Whitfield 
Philip Bouknight Chris Vogado  
Elizabeth Link Rachel Vogado  

 
 

Active Ministers of Word and Sacrament Absent 
 
Ben Brannan 
Mark Rackley 
Jeffrey Schroeder 
Andrew Whaley 

 
Retired Ministers in Attendance 
 
Kyle Allen Tupper Garden John Salley 
Terry Blevins Don Makin John Wiederholt 
David Dickerson Cheryl Peeples George Wilson 

 
Retired Ministers Excused 
 
Glenn Coleman 
Bob Fiedler 
Dusty Fiedler 
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Ministers at Large and Validated Ministers in Attendance 
 
Dave Baker Kathy Carpenter Debra McKune 
Vernie Bolden Terri Cornwell Betsy Soto 
Jen Brothers Richard Goodman Robin Williamson 

 
Ministers at Large and Validated Ministers Excused 
 
Chad McCain 
Ed Soto 

 
Ministers at Large and Validated Ministers Absent 
 
Ellen Anderson 
Steve Darr 
Todd Hester 
Paul Johnson 
Amy Merrill Willis 

 
Commissioned Pastors in Attendance 
 
Margie Anderson Rich Henderson Mike Whorley 
Phil Berry Naomi Hodge Muse Ray Williams 
Dick Boswell Jan McGilliard  
Donna Britt Joyce Perez  

 
Commissioned Pastors Absent 
 
Todd Atkins Felecia Parsell Linda Trumbo 
Nancy Gray Kelvin Perry Tony Ward 
Bill Meneeley Mike Price  
Robert Morris Laura Jane Ramsburg  

 
Cabinet and Committee Chairs Attending 
 
Smith Chaney 
Denise Pillow 
Shelda Wills 

 
Voting Elders for Churches 
 
Bedford Becky Noell  
Blacksburg Melanie Smith  
Buchanan Kim Bennett  
Chatham  Robert Thompson  
Christiansburg Mary Osten  
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Clarksville Susan Deloatches  
College Jennifer Wall  
First, Collinsville Kym Wiederholt  
Colonial Cherie Harman  
Covenant Sandy McGhee  
Covenant Carol Merritt  
First, Covington Emily Amick  
First, Danville Alex Walthall  
Diamond Hill Angela Shepard  
Douglas Brittany Irving  
Drakes Branch Willie Pettus  
Fairlawn Sue Snow  
Farmville John Arehart  
Fincastle Teri Walker  
Floyd Joyce Blevins  
Forest John Bates  
High Bridge Scott Hannah  
Holbrook St. Elease Wilson  
Low Moor Bettie Downey  
First, Lynchburg David Tate  
First, Lynchburg Camp Sommardahl  
Madisonville Margaret Ann Elder  
Mallow  Kathy Yancey  
First, Martinsville Nancy Moore  
McAllister Memorial Augustus Hayslett  
Mizpah Gail McCullough  
New Concord Bruce Reid  
Northminster Lynn Kirby  
Northside Sue Bentley  
Pearisburg Janice Nevergold  
Quaker Memorial Gracie Lanier  
Raleigh Court Christopher Ptomey  
Raleigh Court Joshua Goad  
Roanoke Valley Chris Kaknis  
Second Maria Ward  
First, South Boston Eric Roberts  
St. Andrew Patricia Fitzsimmons  
Trinity Ecumenical Laura Kelly  
Westminster Pix Mahler  

 
Visitors 
 
Bill Hendircks Blacksburg  
Theresa Underwood Buchanan  
Amy White Douglas, Bethlehem  
Ronnie Linkenhoker Mallow  
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John Lewis New Concord  
Pam Claterbaugh Northminster  

 
Staff Not Counted Elsewhere 
 
Julie Burnett 
Donna Garrison 

 
Churches not attending the meeting: 
 
Altavista Fellowship Old Brick 
Amherst Fifth Avenue Old Concord 
Appomattox CH Fork Union Peaks  
Appomattox PE Gethsemane Phenix 
Arvon Grace Pisgah 
Beale Memorial Hat Creek First, Pulaski 
Belmont Hermon Radford 
Belspring Kayser Memorial Roanoke 
Bethlehem Kentuck Rocky Mount 
Bluemont Mary Horner Walker Rough Creek 
Briery Massies Mill Salem 
Brookneal Mayberry Sinking Spring 
Browns Maysville Trinity, Arvonia 
Buffalo Meherrin Unity 
Campbell Memorial Memorial Village 
Clifton Forge Mercy Seat Villamont 
Concord Montvale Virginia 
Cool Spring Mt. Carmel West End 
Coolwell First, Narrows Williamson Memorial 
Cumberland New Dublin  
Danube New Store  
Davis Memorial Oak Level  
Falling Spring Oak View  
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Presbytery Meeting Minutes 
Presbytery of the Peaks 

Feb. 21, 2026 
Zoom 

 
 
The moderator, Ruling Elder David Smith, called the February 21, 2026 meeting to order, 
welcomed everyone, and opened with prayer. 
 
Report of the Permanent Judicial Commission                               Dave  Baker, Stated Clerk 
 
On December 9, 2025, a Negotiated Agreement was reached between the Presbytery of the Peaks 
and Rev. Dr. Peter Thompson, Senior Pastor/Head of Staff at First Presbyterian Church, 
Lynchburg, pursuant to the Rules of Discipline of the Book of Order. 

The Permanent Judicial Commission convened on February 11, 2026, and voted to accept the 
Negotiated Agreement as recommended by the Investigating Committee. 

Charges 

Charge #1: As the pastor of the congregation, Rev. Dr. Peter Thompson did not create and 
maintain a safe space which includes establishing and maintaining professional boundaries 
within the educational program of the congregation and in fact is encouraging unsafe spaces and 
unhealthy relationships within the leadership of the program. 

Provisions violated: Book of Order G-2.0102 (Ordered Ministries) and G-3.0201 
(Responsibilities of the Session). 

Charge #2: Rev. Dr. Peter Thompson failed to report the knowledge of harm or risk of harm of 
children to appropriate authorities within 24 hours. 

Provisions violated: Book of Order G-4.0301 (Trust and Confidentiality), G-4.0302 (Mandatory 
Reporting), the Child Protection Policy of First PC(USA) in Lynchburg, VA, and the Code of 
Virginia, Section 63.2-1509. 

Censure: Rebuke with Supervised Rehabilitation 

Within six months of the signing of the Negotiated Agreement, Rev. Dr. Peter Thompson will 
complete one of the four-day experiences of the Clergy Program of the Davidson Centre for the 
Professions, at which he will focus on establishing and maintaining healthy professional 
boundaries as well as creating safe spaces in the congregation. 

Rev. Dr. Thompson signed the agreement stating: "I accept the findings of the Investigating 
Committee and the terms of the recommended censure. While acting in what I believe to be good 
faith, I have come to see that my conduct was in violation of the Church's policies." 

Stated Clerk, Rev. Dave Baker, read the censure of the Permanent Judicial Commission 
pertaining to Rev. Dr. Peter Thompson. This censure of the PJC and the Investigating Committee 
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is required by the Book of Order to be read to the Presbytery and entered into the minutes of the 
Presbytery. ( D- 9.0103) 

The Stated Clerk then read the official censure of the Presbytery of the Peaks: 

“Whereas, you, Rev. Dr. Peter Thompson, have been found guilty of the offenses of failing to 
maintain professional boundaries and of failing to report knowledge of harm or risk of harm to 
appropriate authorities, and by such offenses you have acted contrary to the Scriptures and/or the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); now, therefore, the Permanent Judicial 
Commission of the Presbytery of the Peaks, in the name and authority of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), expresses its condemnation of this offense, rebukes you, and orders you to complete a 
program of supervised rehabilitation at one of the four-day experiences of the Clergy Program of 
the Davidson Centre for the Professions on healthy boundaries. This rebuke is given not with 
malice or vindictiveness but in Christian love to offer you correction in error and the possibility 
of full community restoration. You are enjoined to be more watchful and avoid such offense in 
the future. We urge you to use diligently the means of grace to the end that you may be more 
obedient to our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Rev. Baker ended the report with intercessory prayer.   

 
Stated Clerk, Dave Baker, declared a quorum and presented the docket and consent agenda for 
approval.  
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA RECOMMENDATION ITEMS 
 
Report of the Stated Clerk: 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1.  FOR CONSENT AGENDA:  That the minutes of the October 23, 2025 Stated Meeting of 
the Presbytery of the Peaks, as reviewed by those persons designated by the Standing Rules, be 
approved. 
2.  FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That motions be reduced to writing and sent to the clerks’ 
online table before discussion. 
3. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That Pam Claterbaugh be appointed as recording secretary for 
the February 21, 2026 Stated Meeting. 
 
Report of the Commission on Administration: 
 
1.  FOR CONSENT AGENDA: Recommend the Presbytery approve the following financial 
terms for staff: 
 

 2026 Housing 
Allowance 

403b 
Cont. 

BOP 
Total 

Prof. 
Expenses 

Cont. 
Education 

Total 
Package Name Salary 

        
Baker, D.  27,274  23,311 2,000 500 53,085 
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Bolden, V. 44,400 15,700  26,087 4,000 900 91,087 
        
Brothers, J. 10,980 30,000 8,034 3,784 3,000 675 56,473 

 
No items were removed from the consent agenda, and the docket and consent agenda were 
approved by consensus. 
 
Worship consisted of prayers from around the Presbytery, music, scripture, poem and the 
necrology.  
 
Open mic followed by short break.  
 
Report of the Transitional GP Search Committee                                           Dave Roberts 
 
Transitional GP Search Committee Chair, Dave Roberts, reported the committee is regrouping 
after the sudden withdrawal of the most recent candidate. 
 
Report of the Constitutional Ministries Committee                                              Betsy Soto   
 
Constitutional Ministries Committee Chair, Betsy Soto, reported the following: 

• Boundary Training make-up session will be held on Saturday, Feb. 21, 2026 from 1:00-
4:00 on Zoom.  

• CMC approved a Boundary Training make-up policy: The make-up boundary training 
workshop will be recorded for those who cannot attend, and those persons and churches 
will be asked to sign an affidavit confirming they have watched it. 

• Approved 5 sample policies to aid churches in creating or updating policies. These will 
be available on the Presbytery webpage after the Boundary Training session. 

 
A recommendation to approve the slate of teaching and ruling elders nominated for various 
positions was approved.  Bob McLavey was added to the nominations list as a Synod 
Commissioner before the vote.  The recommendation was APPROVED. 
 
 

CONSTITUTIONAL MINISTRIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
INFORMATION: 
1. The Boundary Training make-up session will be held on Saturday, Feb. 21, 2026 from  
1:00-4:00 on Zoom.   
 
ACTION: 
1. Approved 5 sample policies to aid churches in creating or updating policies. These will be 
available on the Presbytery webpage after the Boundary Training session. 
2.  Approved a Boundary Training make-up policy: The make-up boundary training workshop 
will be recorded for those who cannot attend, and those persons and churches will be asked to 
sign an affidavit confirming they have watched it. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
1. To approve the following nominations for various committee and commission positions.

2026 General Assembly Representatives 
Linda Dickerson, TE, Northside 
John McCarthy, TE, First, South Boston 
Mikel Pugh, TE, Chatham (Alternate) 
Yvonne Thayer, RE, Christiansburg 
Laura Jane Ramsburg, RE, Covenant 

Presbytery Treasurer 
John Lanier, RE, Quaker Memorial 

Commission on Administration 
Kym Wiederholt RE 2026 Chair First, Collinsville 
Smith Chaney RE 2027 Trinity Ecumenical Parish 

Examinations 
Dick Boswell  RE 2027 Missional Commissioned Pastor 

Justice and Mercy Commission 
Tim Verhey TE 2028 College Church 

Ordination Examination Readers 
Betsy Soto TE Member at Large 
Cynthia Coleman RE Altavista 
Nancy Gray  RE Missional Commissioned Pastor 

Synod Commissioner 
Bob McLavey  TE Floyd 

Report of the Bills and Overtures Subcommittee of  CMC Betsy Soto  

Rev. Sarah Wiles, Blacksburg Presbyterian Church requested the Bills and Overtures 
Subcommittee review 3 overtures coming to the 228th General Assembly and present them to the 
Presbytery at the February 21, 2026 meeting for concurrence. 

The three overtures are listed below.  

A vote was taken on each overture for concurrence. 

Overture 1:  The Green Future Endowment Fund 
The Presbytery voted 81% yes, 19% no to concur with The Green Future Endowment Fund 
overture. 
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Overture 2:  Changing Course for a Green Future 
The Presbytery voted 87% no, 13% yes to not concur with the Changing Course for a Green 
Future Overture. 
Overture 3:  Regenerative Farming Practices 
The Presbytery voted 85% no, 15% yes to not concur with the Regenerative Farming Practices. 

BILLS AND OVERTURES SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
(Constitutional Ministries Committee) 

INFORMATION: 
1. Rev. Sarah Wiles, Blacksburg Presbyterian Church requested the Bills and Overtures 
Subcommittee review 3 overtures coming to the 228th General Assembly and present them to the 
Presbytery at the February 21, 2026 meeting for concurrence.

ACTION: 
1. The Bills and Overtures subcommittee met on February 5, 2026 and recommends the
Presbytery concur with the overture for The Green Future Endowment Fund.
2. The Bills and Overture subcommittee does not recommend the Presbytery concur the
Changing Course for a Green Future overture or On the Importance of Regenerative Farming
Practices in Caring for Creation overture. Rationale from the subcommittee is included with
each overture.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1. To concur with The Green Future Endowment Fund overture.
2. To concur with Changing Course for a Green Future Overture.
3. To concur with On the Importance of Regenerative Farming Practices in Caring for Creation.

Overture 1:  The Green Future Endowment Fund 

Date 

To: Presbytery Clerk, (name of person)(name of presbytery)   
From: (name of clerk of session or teaching elder member of the Presbytery) Session of 
(name of your church and city)  
Re: Request for Concurrence with an Overture: The Green Future Endowment Fund 

Please find attached, an overture that is being offered for Presbytery Concurrence by (the 
Session of Name of Church (or Name of Teaching Elder member of Presbytery). It is the 
same text as first adopted by the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery at their 
meeting on January 21st, 2026. If concurred with by our Presbytery, it must be received by 
the Office of General Assembly on or before May 7, 2026.  
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In order to meet that deadline, we are asking for it to be on the agenda for the (date of 
meeting) and adequate time allocated for discussion.  (Name of person from your church 
or Minister sponsor)  will attend to present it and answer any questions.   
 

Briefly describe the request and rationale for this overture. Additional background 
information and justifications for approval can be provided. An example is provided below 

which you are free to use or you can write your own. 
 

Overture : This Overture asks the church to establish a permanent endowment fund from 
which to make grants to support a just transition to renewable energy and projects of repair 
for damage caused by environmental injustice. This would be a two-step process with the 
decision to establish the fund occurring at this Assembly along with establishing a design 
team to work over the following two years to develop a proposal for how the fund would be 
capitalized and operated and bring this proposal to the following Assembly for action. 
 
Rationale: For many decades, the church has confessed its failure to live up to its values 
and pronouncements related to earth care. In its adoption of the recommendations in the 
“Investing in a Green Future” position paper during the 225th General Assembly in 2022, the 
linkage was made between addressing climate change and economic and racial justice -- 
what many refer to as the “just transition” from our current fossil fuels based economic 
order to one based in renewable energy sources. In its call for a re-doubling of the church’s 
efforts to address climate change, in a just and differentiated manner, this document 
recognized the need for the church to fund such efforts, while also re-aligning our 
investments with these values. 
 
The Green Future Endowment Fund would be a means for addressing these areas of 
concern, far into the future, as the planet continues to warm and devastating weather 
events destroy homes, churches and wildlife habitat. While the scope and amount of this 
fund’s resources are yet to be determined, this overture calls on the 227th General 
Assembly to take the first step toward its establishment. 
 
Background: 
The 218th Assembly in 2008 recommended that a fund be established in the Restoring 
Creation ministry area of the denomination’s program agency to be used to assist 
congregations with the green transition which was never done.  The 225th G.A. affirmed the 
“polluter pays” principle and called for the church to align its treasure with its values. An 
honest appraisal of the history of our own denomination’s investment earnings will lead to 
the realization that much of this has resulted from business practices and products which 
have damaged the planet and vulnerable communities in many ways. In other words, the 
needs to financially support funds for the green transition, adaptation, and loss and 
damage are not simple charity but in some degree reparation for harms caused by the very 
companies from whose practices and products we have profited.  
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Bills and Overtures Subcommittee Response: 
 
We support this overture. A recommendation was made in 2008 to establish a fund for 
Restoring Creation ministry but was never acted on. These funds would help churches 
facing damage from natural disasters which are occurring more frequently. This overture 
would establish a team to begin the process of creating a proposal to bring to the next 
General Assembly. 
 
 
Overture 2: Changing Course for a Green Future 
 
Date 

 
To: Presbytery Clerk, (name of person)(name of presbytery)   
From: (name of clerk of session or teaching elder member of the Presbytery) Session of 
(name of your church and city)  
Re: Request for Concurrence with an Overture: Changing Course for a Green Future 
 
Please find attached, an overture that is being offered for Presbytery Concurrence by (the 
Session of Name of Church or (Name of Teaching Elder member of Presbytery). It is the 
same text as first adopted by the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery at their 
meeting on January 21st, 2026. If concurred with by our Presbytery, it must be received by 
the Office of General Assembly on or before May 7, 2026.  
 
In order to meet that deadline, we are asking for it to be on the agenda for the (date of 
meeting) and adequate time allocated for discussion.  (Name of person from your church 
or Minister sponsor)  will attend to present it and answer any questions.   
 

Briefly describe the request and rationale for this overture. Additional background 
information and justifications for approval can be provided. An example is provided below 

which you are free to use or you can write your own. 
 

Overture :This overture asks the church to become a leader in the global transition to 
renewable energy by withdrawing from our financial investments in the polluting 
production and use of fossil fuels because this more faithfully accords with the reality of 
climate science, the guidance and policy of previous General Assemblies and our witness 
to God’s justice, care and hope for creation.  
 
Rationale: Our denomination has long affirmed that caring for creation is central to our 
discipleship and public witness and this includes the need to teach and to practice that 
which will meet the Genesis mandate to be caretakers of the Earth. 
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The 226th GA in 2024, recommitted the denomination to the urgent need to align our 
programs with the global efforts to transition away from fossil fuels in a just, orderly and 
equitable manner and increase this effort in the current decade. 
 
This overture seeks to bring the church’s financial practices into alignment with the 
commitments we have already made and to reflect the urgency of cutting our carbon 
emissions by 2030 to avoid temperatures that will be catastrophic for all life.  
 
Background: 
Since 2014, tens of Presbyteries across the PC(USA) representing hundreds of thousands 
of church members have sent overtures to every General Assembly calling for the church to 
stand in solidarity with creation and the poor who increasingly suffer from natural disasters 
and species loss resulting from fossil fueled climate change. These overtures have called 
for a complete divestment of our denominational stock holdings in companies which 
extract, produce, transport and market fossil fuels. The 226th G.A. approved the last of 
these and then reversed itself, choosing, instead, to reduce this call to only ten such 
companies. According to our most reliable information, the Presbyterian Foundation and 
Board of Pensions still holds up to one hundred and forty million dollars or so in fossil fuel 
investments. This overture is now calling for the removal of the remainder of our holdings. 
Having already removed over one hundred million from the fossil fuel market over the last 
six years in accordance with prior G.A. actions and shifting market dynamics, it is clear that 
the request of this overture is implementable. 
 
Bills and Overtures Subcommittee Response: 
 
We do not recommend the Presbytery concur with this overture.  No line in the Book of 
Order says anything about investing in these companies.  Implementing this overture 
would be financially complicated and would tie the hands of those making financial 
decisions for our denomination. The biggest issue we have is bringing back the same 
overtures year after year. A decision was made at the 226th General Assembly regarding 
this matter and we respect the decisions of the General Assembly’s that have gone before 
us. 
 
 
Overture 3:  On the Importance of Regenerative Farming Practices in Caring for 
Creation 
 
Date:  
To: Presbytery Clerk (name of Presbytery) 
From: (name of clerk of session or teaching elder member of the Presbytery) Session of 
(name of your church and city)  
Re: Request for Concurrence with an Overture: On the Importance of Regenerative 
Farming Practices in Caring for Creation 
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Re:  Request Presbytery concur with an Overture:  “On the Importance of Regenerative 
Farming Practices in Caring for Creation” which will be placed before the commissioners 
who will gather for the 227th General Assembly, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 22 – July 2, 
2026 
Please find the text of the overture, (approved by the Session of Name of Church) or 
(submitted by Name of Teaching Elder member of Presbytery). It is the same text as first 
adopted by the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery at their meeting on January 21st, 
2026. If concurred with by our Presbytery, it must be received by the Office of General 
Assembly on or before May 7, 2026.  
In order to meet that deadline, we are asking for it to be on the agenda for the (date of 
meeting) and adequate time allocated for discussion.  (Name of person from your church 
or Minister sponsor)  will attend to present it and answer any questions.   

Briefly describe the request and rationale for this overture. Additional background 
information and justifications for approval can be provided. An example is provided below 

which you are free to use or you can write your own. 
What follows is a brief summary of the content, rationale and background of this overture. 
Overture:  This overture calls for Presbyterians to learn about and support regenerative 
farming practices; it directs the Office of Public Witness to advocate with the U.S. 
government and the Hunger Program to equip Presbyterians with necessary knowledge; it 
encourages Presbyterians and congregations to act upon this knowledge in their own 
gardening and farming activities, to pursue farming as a vocation, and to advocate in local, 
state and national spheres for policy changes which will strengthen the regenerative 
farming movement and enable more people of color to own farmland and operate farms 
using regenerative farming practices.  
Rationale Summary:  World food supplies depend upon improving the condition of soils 
worldwide, which have deteriorated under excessive use of tillage, chemical fertilizers, and 
pesticides.  Modern science tells us thar regenerative farming practices can build 
sustainable soil and enhance the nutritional benefits of food,  while decreasing costs of 
inputs for farmers. But government policies and farming culture are slow to support 
adoption of these better practices at sufficient scale. These farming practices can enable 
more farmers to stay on their lands, enabling economic resurgence of rural communities, 
and that can provide careers for young people who face insecurities in an age of robots and 
artificial intelligence. Regenerated soil can sequester more carbon, helping to slow climate 
change, and it can store water for timely use by green plants, reducing the severity of both 
floods and droughts. As people of faith who honor Christ’s teachings to feed the poor, 
people and institutions of PCUSA can help in discernment and implementation of scientific 
information that makes it possible to meet this responsibility. 
Background:  The 221st (2014) General Assembly enacted the “Food Sovereignty for All” 
Overture, which envisioned affordable and healthy food, grown sustainably as the most 
faithful means for fulfilling the biblical mandate to ensure that people are 
fed.  Regenerative farming practices were lifted up in the  ACSWP policy document: 
“Investing in a Green Future: A Vision for A Renewed Creation,” which was adopted by the 
225th (2022) General Assembly. 
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Bills and Overtures Subcommittee Response: 
We do not recommend that the Presbytery concur with this overture. The goal is well-
intended but the PC(USA) Office of Public Witness is not the best resource to “equip 
Presbyterians with necessary knowledge” about best farming practices.  Small, sustainable, 
generational farmers who have cultivated expertise in healthy agricultural development are 
better resources.  More importantly, they are already located within some of the churches 
of our presbytery. 
 
 
Vice Moderator Russ Merritt took over to moderate this portion of the meeting.  
 
Report of the Cabinet                                                                         ___________   Bea Miller 

Cabinet Moderator, Bea Miller, reported on how Cabinet is working to lead us in “BEEing” the 
Presbytery.  A  Day of Service and Learning will be held on August 22, 2026. More information 
to come on this. Save the date! 

 

CABINET REPORT 
 

INFORMATION: 
1. Held meetings on November 20, 2025 and January 22, 2026. 
2. Reviewed input received from the October 2025 Presbytery Meeting regarding purpose and 
priorities. 
 
ACTIONS: 
1.  Approved that Presbytery would provide childcare for children ages 5 and under to all people 
attending a Presbytery Meeting. 
2. Approved to change the Transitional General Presbyter position to an Intentional Interim 
General Presbyter on a 36-42 month contract with an option of a renewable one year contract 
after that time if needed. 
3.   Approved to hold a Day of Service and Learning on August 22, 2026 from 10:00am to 3:00 
pm. 
4.  Approved the February Presbytery Meeting docket. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
None. 
 

 

Report of the Justice and Mercy Commission                                                     Denise Pillow 

Denise Pillow, Commission Moderator, gave grant deadlines for the programs under their 
commission. 
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Carlos Malave, TE, New Concord and President of the Latino National Network gave a brief 
overview of this groups function and activities.  

 
REPORT OF THE JUSTICE AND MERCY COMMISSION 

 
INFORMATION: 
 
Updates from the Subcommittees 
 
Abukloi Subcommittee: 
God continues to work in and through the Presbytery of the Peaks as we partner with the Abukloi 
Foundation to support education in South Sudan. In January, the endowment arm of Raleigh 
Court Presbyterian Church approved a grant for $22,705. The grant project entails installing a 
solar-powered water pump, a water tank, and a tower, along with a gravity-fed irrigation system. 
A solar-powered irrigation system significantly lessens the effort required to operate a hand 
water pump and carry watering cans to each vegetable bed. It will also ensure consistent 
watering, leading to a better harvest. Maximizing the garden’s productivity can provide food for 
the families working there and help supplement Abukloi School’s meal program. 
Additionally, the land next to the garden, also owned by Abukloi Foundation, is being developed 
into a Technical and Vocational Education Training program. The garden will eventually serve 
as a practical lab for students to enhance their agricultural skills and learn plumbing and 
mechanical maintenance by caring for the irrigation system. Congregations and individuals 
throughout the presbytery are funding education for students at the Abukloi Secondary School 
through sponsorships.  As of the end of January, twenty student sponsorships have been paid 
with five pending renewals.  If you are interested in sponsoring a student, the cost for a year is 
$960 and can be paid with a one-time payment or recurring payments through the 
website.  Please note, if you use the website payment vs. a check, DO NOT agree to pay a fee if 
asked.  The fee is optional, but a requirement of the hosting site.  If a smaller commitment is 
within reach, $120 a year pays for a student’s meal program. Donations can be made online or by 
check mailed to: Abukloi Foundation, PO Box 2831, Chester VA 23831. 
 
Thank you so much for your generosity and continued support. 
 Beth Broschart 
South Sudan Work Group 
 
CEDEPCA Subcommittee: Anniversary Mission Trip: July 13-20, 2026. Travel to Guatemala 
and experience our Mission Partnership. Save the date and celebrate the 40 years of Mission 
Partnership between CEDEPCA and Peaks Presbytery. See first-hand how the Mission 
Partnership is changing lives—with clean water, vegetable seeds for better nutrition, outreach to 
teen girls and boys, and always the training of lay pastors and leaders of small churches through 
scripture and the powerful message of God’s good news through Jesus. Come to Guatemala and 
experience God at work though the Mission Partnership. We have a strong Mission Partnership 
with CEDEPCA which changes hearts and minds and opens eyes to new realities and deeper 
faith. God may be calling you to consider this mission trip and this opportunity to grow in faith 
and service. For more information contact Kathy Carpenter, olekack@gmail.com or Bob 
Fiedler, rev.rafiedler@gmail.com  
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Earth Care Subcommittee:  
o The Earth Care Subcommittee publishes articles related to Earth Care at least once each 
month in the Peaks Postings newsletter which comes out weekly by email. If you would like 
to be added to the mailing list, you can sign up on the Peaks Presbytery website. 
o We award small grants ($200-$400) to churches for earth care ministry 3 times per year. The 
next deadline is May 1. Grants can support education (eg. help purchase books or curricula), 
worship (eg. sanctuary appointments for a Season of Creation), facilities (eg. help purchase 
new LED bulbs or recycling bins) or outreach (eg. start a community garden, sponsor a 
scholarship to an earth care conference). Be inspired to start something new to care for 
creation! 
o Creation Justice Ministries creationjustice.org has put out a new resource for 2026, entitled 
Canopy of Creation https://www.creationjustice.org/canopyofcreation.html, a year-round tool 
for creation care and creation justice, that can be used for Earth Day, Arbor Day, Season of 
Creation, or any time your community is ready to engage. This resource invites us to see trees 
not just as environmental symbols, but as witnesses to God’s presence, instruments of 
healing, and barometers of our faithfulness to neighbor love. 
o The May meeting of Presbytery will be held at Blacksburg Presbyterian Church, and will 
showcase creation projects that your congregation can do. 
 
Grants Subcommittee:  Two Cents-a-Meal / application deadlines April 1 and October 1                                        
Community Outreach Block /application deadline February 1                                                   
Earth Care application deadlines February 1, May 1, October 1                                                                                  
Justice & Mercy deadlines February 1, May 1, October 1                                                                    
For more information, visit www.peakspresbytery.org/grants/  
 
Racial Equity Subcommittee: Who in your congregation’s history inspires you? Can you 
remember some of your church members in the past who faced challenges? Their faithful actions 
can inspire us and instruct us as we face the future. Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church is proud 
of its history of 136 years. Recently, the City of Roanoke installed historical markers that 
recognized the work of two members of Fifth Avenue Church. Their lives left a legacy of 
justice and mercy and racial equity. 
Miss Lucy Addison (1861-1937). Miss Lucy Addison, a pioneering educator who served Black 
students in Roanoke for 41 years, was born in Fauquier County to enslaved parents. Educated in 
Philadelphia, she moved to Roanoke in 1886 to teach. She became principal of the Harrison 
School in 1917 and expanded its curriculum beyond grade eight, creating Roanoke’s first four- 
year Black high school. Accredited in 1925, this was among the largest schools for Black 
students in Virginia led by a woman. In 1928, Roanoke opened the 19-classroom Lucy Addison 
High School, the city’s first public school named for a resident. In a time of strict segregation, 
Miss Lucy Addison expanded educational opportunities for Black students and families. Miss 
Addison was an active member of Fifth Avenue, serving for 27 years as superintendent of the 
vibrant Sunday School. She also served on the board of Burrell Memorial Hospital. Today the 
former Lucy Addison High School is now Lucy Addison Aerospace Middle School. 
Dr. Isaac Burrell (1865-1914). Dr. Burrell, a Roanoke physician and pharmacist, was born in 
Amelia County to enslaved parents. He graduated in 1888 from Lincoln University in 
Pennsylvania. He subsequently graduated from the Medical College of Shaw University in 
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Raleigh, NC, and received an M.D. in 1893. Dr. Burrell moved to Roanoke and married 
Margaret Barnette, a graduate of Hampton Institute (later Hampton University). She was a 
teacher in the Roanoke public schools. Burrell’s medical practice prospered and soon he opened 
a drugstore which for many years was the only Black-owned pharmacy in Southwestern 
Virginia. 
Dr. Burrell was an active member of Fifth Avenue Church where he served as an elder. Dr. 
Burrell also served as president of the Magic City Medical Society, the local organization of 
African American physicians. Because Black patients were denied admission to the city’s White 
hospitals, the African American doctors of Roanoke had long hoped to build their own hospital. 
The need for such an institution came into grim focus in 1914 when Dr. Burrell himself became 
deathly ill. In great pain, Dr. Burrell was placed on a stretcher inside a train’s baggage car and 
made the 220-mile journey by train to Freedman’s Hospital in Washington, DC. He was 
accompanied by his wife and a fellow Black physician. Issac Burrell died in Washington shortly 
after undergoing surgery for gallstones. Dr. Burrell was 49 years old when he died. His tragic 
death led four Black physicians to establish a hospital to treat Black patients. Two of these 
doctors were members of Fifth Avenue Church. They named the new hospital Burrell Memorial 
Hospital and it became the region’s largest medical facility for Black patients. 
Who in your congregation’s history inspires you today? Who has left you with a legacy of 
justice and mercy for your congregation to follow? 
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Report of the Church Partnership Commission                                        Isabella Fagiani 

Isabella Fagiani reported on the availability of summer camp scholarships for numerous camps. 

 

CHURCH PARTNERSHIP COMMISSION REPORT 
 
INFORMATION: 
 Church Partnership has onboarded new members to the commission this January.  
 The Commission has received several applications with the February grant deadline that they 

will be reviewing at their March meeting and getting in touch with those who applied 
following the meeting.  

 As Summer draws near the Commission wants to remind churches to take advantage of the 
Summer Camp Scholarships the guidelines are as follows:  

 The Church Partnership Commission supplies camp scholarships for children and 
youth of the Presbytery from kindergarten through age 18.  

 These scholarships are for Camp Bethel, Massanetta Springs Middle School 
Conference, and Montreat Youth Conference.  

 Youth need to be registered for camp by July 1st to receive tuition discounts.  
 For Camp Bethel, campers apply directly through Camp Bethel, noting Peaks 

Presbytery.  Peaks pays ½ tuition directly to Camp Bethel.  
 For Massanetta Springs Middle School Conference, Group Leaders should contact 

colleen@massanettasprings.org. If a child of Peaks Presbytery receives a 
scholarship through Massanetta Springs, Peaks pays ½ tuition back to the 
Massanetta Springs Scholarship Fund.  

 For Montreat Youth Conference, Group Leaders should contact Montreat. If a 
child of Peaks Presbytery receives a scholarship through Montreat, Peaks pays ½ 
tuition back to Montreat’s Scholarship Fund.   

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  None. 

 

Moderator, David Smith, took over moderating the rest of the meeting. 

 

Report of the Commission on Ministry                                         Anghaarad Teague-Dees 

 Anghaarad Teague Dees, Commission Moderator reported the following: 

• COM approved to raise the recommended minimum reimbursement amount for Pulpit 
Supply to $200.00 plus mileage at the federal mileage rate. Reimbursement for the 
moderation of a Session shall be a minimum of $50.00 plus mileage at the current IRS 
rate. Reimbursement shall be made the day of the service provided. 

• Terms of Call need to be turned in ASAP. 
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• Recognized Cheryl Peeples on her retirement and thanked her for her many years of 
service. Also recognized the closure of Forest Hills after 75 years.  

• Reminder of Moderator training on February 26 and Small Church Summit on 
September 26. 

 

 

COMMISSION ON MINISTRY REPORT 
 

INFORMATION: 
1.  The commission met on November 13, 2025; December11, 2025 and January 15, 2026. 
2.  The 2026 Small Church Summit will be held on Sept. 26, 2026. 
3.  A moderator training workshop will be held on February 26, 2026 from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. on 
Zoom. 
 
ACTIONS: 
1. Approved to raise the recommended minimum reimbursement amount for Pulpit Supply to 
$200.00 plus mileage at the federal mileage rate. Reimbursement for the moderation of a Session 
shall be a minimum of $50.00 plus mileage at the current IRS rate.  Reimbursement shall be 
made the day of the service provided. 
2.  Approved to renew the commission of Michael Whorley, Commissioned Pastor, at Amherst 
Presbyterian Church effective November 15, 2025 to November 14, 2026. 
3. Approved to renew the commission of Tony Ward, Commissioned Pastor, at West End 
Presbyterian Church effective January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2028. 
4.  Approved the terms of call between Rev. Jeffrey Schroeder and Cumberland/Guinea effective 
January 1, 2026. 
5. Authorized the following Ruling Elders trained to administer Communion at the Small Church 
Summit: Connie Ratcliffe, Belsping; Kathy Yancey, Mallow; and Rebecca Irvine, Low Moor. 
6. Approved the Preparation for Ministry Subcommittee Request to provide $280.00 to Karen 
Watson to cover the expense of the 4 Ordination Exams she has left to take. 
7.  Dismissed Rev. Janice Fraser, HR, to Western Reserve Presbytery effective December 11, 
2025. 
8.  Approved a waiver of rotation for ruling elder Lucy Cahoon, Clerk of Session at Kayser 
Memorial for 2026 due to small number of members. 
9.  Approved the COM Grant Request for the Pastoral Lunch and Learn Book Study for 2026 in 
the amount of $2,700. 
10.  Approved the Covenant Associate Pastor contract renewal between Blacksburg Presbyterian 
Church and Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter effective January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2026. 
11.  Approved the Stated Supply contract renewal between Appomattox PE Presbyterian Church 
and Rev. Randy Bremer effective January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2026.  
12. Granted a Session Rotation Waiver Request to Briery Presbyterian Church for a three year 
term due to small membership. 
13.  Approved the Part-Time Stated Supply contract renewal between Westminster Presbyterian 
Church and Rev. Shawn Hyska effective January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2026. 
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14.  Approved the Temporary Pastor contract between Covenant Presbyterian Church and Rev. 
Jim Slate during the maternity leave of Rev. Rachel Vogado. 
15.  Approved the Temporary Pastor contract between Covenant Presbyterian Church and Rev. 
Terri Slate during the maternity leave of Rev. Rachel Vogado. 
16.  Approved the Temporary Pastor contract between Salem Presbyterian Church and Rev. W.D. 
Hasty for family leave due to the birth of a child. 
17. Approved the Administrative Commission to install Rev. Herndon Jeffreys at Village PC on 
January 11, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Teaching Elders: 
Rev. Dave Roberts 
Rev. Kim Jeffreys 
 
Ruling Elders: 
Murrie Bates, Village 
Tony Roach, Phenix 
Judith Bernaldo, Madisonville 
 
Guest of the Commission: 
Rev. Steve Wicks, Supply Preacher at Maysville and New Store 
 
18. Approved the Administrative Commission to ordain and install Rev. Jeffrey Schroeder to 
Cumberland and New Guinea Presbyterian Churches on January 18, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. at 
Cumberland PC. 
 
Teaching Elders: 
Rev. Pete Smith 
Rev. Anghaarad Teague Dees 
Rev. Carlos Malave 
 
Ruling Elders: 
Sandy Spillman, Cumberland (PNC Co-Chair) 
Taylor Scott, Guinea 
Bob Pennington, Cumberland 
Nancy Schaeffer, Guinea 
 
Guest of the Commission: 
Rev. Dr. Donna Cain, Minister of Music, Park Street Christian Church, Charlottesville 
 
19. Approved the Administrative Commission to install Rev. Tim Verhey at College Church on 
Feb. 8, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Teaching Elders: 
Mark Rackley 
Steve Willis 
Amy Merrill-Willis 
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Ruling Elders: 
David Smith 
Anita Garland 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  None. 
 

 
George Anderson, TE Second Presbyterian, Roanoke asked to be recognized by the Presbytery. 
He spoke on the importance of Foreign Ministries.  
 
 

Closing Business                                                                                                        Dave Baker 

Dave Baker, Stated Clerk, reminded the Presbytery of upcoming activities:  
Feb. 21-Boundary Training on Zoom 
Feb. 26- Moderator training 
May 21- Stated Presbytery Meeting 
Aug. 22- Day of Service and Learning 
 
Additional reports not presented during the Presbytery Meeting were mentioned. 

Total attendance was 114 with 41 churches represented. 
 

 

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 

 INFORMATION: 

1. Clerk of Session Training was held on January 17, 2026. A recording has been posted to the 
presbytery website at https://www.peakspresbytery.org/clerks-of-session-training/ 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That the minutes of the October 23, 2025 Stated Meeting of the 
Presbytery of the Peaks, as reviewed by those persons designated by the Standing Rules, be 
approved. 

2. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That motions be reduced to writing and sent to the clerk’s 
online table before discussion. 

3. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That Pam Claterbaugh be appointed as recording secretary for 
the February 21, 2026 Stated Meeting. 
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Commission on Administration Report 
 

INFORMATION: 
1.  The Commission on Administration met on the following dates: December 9, 2025; January 
13, 2026 and February 10, 2026. 
2.  The Corporate Board of Directors met on January 13, 2026. 
 
ACTIONS: 
1. Approved the housing allowances for Rev. Dave Baker, Rev. Jen Brothers, Rev. Vernie Bolden 
and Rev. Don Makin. 
2.  Approved 2026 check signers 
3.  Reviewed the 2025 Audit Report. 
4.  Approved the December 31, 2025 End of Year financial statements. (see attached) 
5.  Approved to disperse rollover grant funds to the Justice and Mercy Commission on March 31 
and September 30 and if used to supplement 2 cents a meal grants, funds must be kept separate 
from 2 cents a meal fund. 
6.  Approved the incorporation of First Presbyterian Church, Martinsville. 
7. Negotiating the sale of Forest Hill Presbyterian Church property to The Church of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
8.  The Board of Directors elected the following officers for 2026: 
 Kym Wiederholt, President 
Sue Bentley, Vice-President 
Jonathan Moelker, Secretary 
John Lanier, Treasurer 
 
9.  The Board of Directors approved the 2025 Annual Report, (see attached) 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1.  FOR CONSENT AGENDA: Recommend the Presbytery approve the following financial terms of 
call: 
 

 2026 Housing 
Allowance 

403b 
Cont. 

BOP 
Total 

Prof. 
Expenses 

Cont. 
Education 

Total 
Package Name Salary 

        
Baker, D.  27,274  23,311 2,000 500 53,085 
        
Bolden, V. 44,400 15,700  26,087 4,000 900 91,087 
        
Brothers, J. 10,980 30,000 8,034 3,784 3,000 675 56,473 
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2025 Commission on Administration Annual Report 

 

Meetings  

Zoom Meetings were held on the following dates: 
 
January 14, 2025 
March 11, 2025 
May 13, 2025 
July 8, 2025 
September 9, 2025 
October 16, 2025 
December 9, 2025 
 
Officers 
At its annual meeting on 1/14/25, the Board of Directors elected the following officers for a one 
year term during 2025: 
 
Morgan Whitfield, President 
Sue Bentley, Vice-President 
Bob Berkley, Treasurer 
Jonathan Moelker, Secretary 
 
Board of Directors 
 
Class of 2025:  Jonathan Moelker, John Lanier, Ginny Fedison 
Class of 2026:  John Arehart, Sue Bentley, Kym Wiederholt 
Class of 2027:  Morgan Whitfield, Gary Marshall, Rachel Vogado 
 
 
Summary of 2025 Actions 
 
1.  Completed a Quit Claim Deed transferring the property of Glen Wilton Presbyterian Church 
to the Friends of Glen Wilton, Inc. in March 2025. 
 
2.  Authorized payment of $100,000 to Masannetta Springs Camp and Conference Center for 
their capital campaign.  A recommendation for this gift came from the Church Partnership 
Commission and was approved by the presbytery at the February 2025 meeting. 
 
3.  Authorized payment of $100,000 to Presbyterian Community Center of Roanoke to help 
complete their new building project.  A recommendation for this gift came from the Justice and 
Mercy Commission and was approved by the presbytery at the June 2025 meeting. 
 
4.  Approved an additional $10,000 be sent to the Presbyterian Community Center in honor and 
memory of Ms. Helen Dean who was actively involved with the Presbytery and PCC. 
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5. Contracted with Hill Studio for the Forward in Faith Program working with 4-6 Peaks
congregations and not to exceed $125,000.

6. Approved the request from Amherst Presbyterian Church to sell property owned by the church
with funds being placed in an endowment and used for operation of the church.

7. Approved Rev. Don Makin as Interim General Presbyter for Presbytery of the Peaks.

8. Approved the transfer of real property of Hermon Presbyterian Church to the Hermon PC
Cemetery Corporation with the requirement that conditional provisions be included in the articles
of incorporation for the cemetery corporation ensuring the maintenance of Divine Worship in
perpetuity for the life of Hermon PC and all legal due diligence for the conveyance continue to
be done faithfully by the Session of HPC.

9. Sold Glasgow Presbyterian Church to the town of Glasgow for $100,000 in August 2025.

10. Acquired Forest Hills Presbyterian Church through a Quit Claim Deed in October 2025.

Financial Report 

See Appendix C. 
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REPORT OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 
INFORMATION: 
 
 The Annual Fall Packet of materials and forms was sent to all local PW Moderators and 

Contact Persons in November. The packet included a 2026 financial support form, a 
remittance voucher and other information for local PW treasurers, a 2026 local PW 
leaders form, and a “PW Group/Circle Report” form to record historical information for 
2025. It’s not too late to submit any of these forms. Questions about any of these 
materials should be directed to Shelda Wills, PW Moderator, at swills@usit.net. 

 
 A few copies of the Peaks PW cookbook, Serving with Love, are still available. The price 

for each cookbook is $25. To purchase a cookbook, contact Theresa Underwood, PW 
Treasurer, at tundwood@aol.com. 

 
 The 2026 Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Presbyterian Women Summer Gathering will take 

place June 11-14, at the Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center in 
Harrisonburg. Sarah Leer, author of the “Suggestions for Leaders” for the 2026-2027 
PW/Horizons Bible Study entitled United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other: Paul’s 
First Letter to the Corinthians, will discuss the Bible Study in plenary sessions and 
present two “how-to” workshops for attendees. Watch for registration information soon! 

 
ACTIONS REPORTED: 
 
 Plans are being made for two Peaks PW Neighborhood Gatherings (one for the Piedmont, 

Southside, and Hill Cities Neighborhoods; and one for the Roanoke Valley, Highlands, 
and New River Valley Neighborhoods) that will take place in April. Congregational 
Moderators and Contact Persons will receive details in this month’s mini newsletter. 

 
 Preliminary plans are also being made for the 38th Annual Gathering of Peaks PW that 

will take place on Saturday, September 12, at Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Lynchburg.  More information will be available soon, so watch for more details! 

 
 The Coordinating Team continues to communicate with local PW groups by sending 

them a mini newsletter every other month. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
       1. No recommendations 
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REPORT OF THE SESSION RECORDS WORK GROUP 
 
INFORMATION: 
 
 The Session Records Work Group continues to review past, as well as current Session 

Minutes.  To date, members have reviewed 115 sets of 2002 Minutes, 117 sets of 2003 
Minutes, 117 sets of 2004 Minutes, 113 sets of 2005 Minutes, 122 sets of 2006 Minutes, 
122 sets of 2007 Minutes, 117 sets of 2008 Minutes, 113 sets of 2009 Minutes, 107 sets 
of 2010 Minutes, 104 sets of 2011 Minutes, 102 sets of 2012 Minutes, 94 sets of 2013 
Minutes, 91 sets of 2014 Minutes, 95 sets of 2015 Minutes, 88 sets of 2016 Minutes, 85 
sets of 2017 Minutes, 83 sets of 2018 Minutes, 64 sets of 2019 Minutes, 62 sets of 2020 
Minutes, 63 sets of 2021 Minutes, 64 sets of 2022 Minutes, 53 sets of 2023 Minutes, and 
49 sets of 2024 Minutes for a total of 2,140 sets of Session Minutes.  Please see the 
quarterly report showing the running record of Minutes submitted for review.  (Three 
churches have already submitted their 2025 Session Minutes for review.  These are not 
reflected on this quarterly report, but they will be reflected on the next report.) 

 
 Materials to assist Clerks of Session in their duties are available online through the 

Presbytery website at www.peakspresbytery.org.  Click on “Resources”; then click on 
“Forms & Documents”; then click on “Session Records” to view these materials. 

 
 Rev. David Baker, Stated Clerk, conducted a Clerk of Session Training event by Zoom on 

January 17.  The training event was recorded and is available on the Presbytery website at 
www.peakspresbytery.org.  Click on “Resources”; then click on “Clerks of Session 
Training” to view the PowerPoint presentation. 

 
 Past or current sets of Session Minutes may be submitted for review at any time.  Please 

note that 2025 Session Minutes are due for review during 2026.  The Work Group 
reviews Session Minutes alphabetically by church name.  The schedule for the review of 
2025 Session Minutes in 2026 is as follows: 

 
• February – Churches with names beginning with A-C 
• May – Churches with names beginning with D-H 
• August – Churches with names beginning with J-O 
• October – Churches with names beginning with P-W 

 
 When the Presbytery of the Peaks is unable to meet in person, churches are asked to 

EITHER mail hard copies of the Minutes (no binders, please), along with a completed 
“Session Records Review Form,” to Shelda Wills, Session Records Work Group Chair, 
Christiansburg Presbyterian Church, 107 West Main Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073, 
OR email digital copies of the Minutes, along with the completed “Session Records 
Review Form,” to swills@usit.net.  Contact Shelda with questions.  Churches should 
NOT send Minutes to the Presbytery Office! 
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ACTIONS REPORTED: 
1. The Work Group presents its Annual Report based on the Book of Order (G-3.0107 and 

 G-3.0108):  
 
As of February 5, 49 churches have submitted 2024 Session Minutes for review.  
 
  Altavista   Floyd    Northminster  
  Amherst   Forest    Northside 
  Appomattox PE  Grace    Oak Level 
  Blacksburg   Hermon   Peaks 
  Brookneal   Kayser Memorial  Pearisburg 
  Chatham   Low Moor   Radford 
  Christiansburg   Mallow   Raleigh Court 
  Clarksville   Martinsville, First  Roanoke Valley 
  College   Mary Horner Walker  Rocky Mount 
  Colonial   Massies Mill   Saint Andrew 
  Covenant   McAllister Memorial  South Boston, First 
  Covington, First  Meherrin   Trinity Ecumenical  
  Cumberland   Mizpah   Village 
  Danville, First   Mount Carmel   Villamont 
  Douglas   Narrows, First   West End 
  Fairlawn   New Dublin   Williamson Memorial 
  Farmville    
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 = 2018-2024 Session Minutes Received and Reviewed 
(as of February 5, 2026) 

 

Name of Church 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024   Name of Church 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 
Altavista        Covenant        
Amherst        Covington, First        
Appomattox CH        Cumberland        
Appomattox PE        Danube        
Arvon         Danville, First        
Beale Memorial        Davis Memorial        
Bedford        Diamond Hill        
Belmont        Douglas        
Belspring        Drakes Branch        
Berry Hill        Fairlawn        
Bethlehem        Falling Spring        
Blacksburg        Farmville        
Bluemont        Fellowship        
Briery         Fifth Avenue        
Brookneal        Fincastle        
Browns        Floyd        
Buchanan        Forest        
Buffalo        Forest Hills        
Campbell Memorial        Fork Union        

Chatham        Gethsemane        
Christiansburg        Grace        
Clarksville        Hat Creek        
Clifton Forge        Hermon        
College        High Bridge        
Collinsville, First        Holbrook Street        
Colonial        Jamestown        
Concord        Kayser Memorial        
Cool Spring        Kentuck        
Coolwell        Low Moor        
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Name of Church 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Name of Church 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 
Lynchburg, First        Quaker Memorial        
Madisonville        Radford        
Mallow        Raleigh Court        
Martinsville, First        Roanoke        
Mary Horner Walker        Roanoke, Second        
Massies Mill        Roanoke Valley        
Mayberry        Rocky Mount        
Maysville        Rough Creek        
McAllister Memorial        Rustburg        
Meherrin        Saint Andrew        
Memorial        Salem        
Mercy Seat        Sinking Spring        
Mizpah        South Boston, First        
Montvale        Trinity, Arvonia        
Mount Carmel        Trinity Ecumenical        
Narrows, First        Unity        
New Concord        Village        
New Dublin        Villamont        
New Store        Virginia        
Northminster        West End        
Northside        Westminster        
Oak Level        Williamson Memorial        
Oak View                
Old Brick                
Old Concord                
Peaks                
Pearisburg                
Phenix                
Pisgah                
Pulaski, First        Totals 83 64 62 63 64 53 49 

Grand Total of Minutes Reviewed from 2002-2024 = 2,140 
Total includes: 115 (2002), 117 (2003), 117 (2004), 113 (2005), 122 (2006), 122 (2007), 117 (2008), 113 (2009), 107 (2010), 104 (2011), 102 (2012), 94 (2013), 91 (2014), 95 (2015), 88 (2016), 85 (2017) 
 

Dismissed: Berry Hill, Bethel, Bouldin Memorial, Dublin, Elon, Falling Spring (Alleghany County), First (Roanoke), Galatia, Matthews Memorial, New Hope, Northminster (Madison Heights), Piedmont, Providence, Rivermont, Slate Mountain, Spring Garden 
(Danville area), Walker’s.  Closed by Presbytery: Clarktown, Covenant (Lynchburg), Laurel Grove.  Merged: Green Ridge with Northminster, Shelton Memorial with Unity.  Dissolved: Glasgow, Glen Wilton, Harmony, Holmes Memorial, Peace, Rustburg, 
Trinity (Ridgeway). 
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2025 Presbytery of the Peaks 
Necrology Report 

Name: Church: Date: 
Diane M.R. Miller Appomattox Court House Presbyterian Church 03-31-25
Flora Woodson Bolt 
(Christian Educator) 

Appomattox Presbyterian Church, PE 10-26-25

Nancy Alexander Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 10-31-25
Dottie Yates Brookneal Presbyterian Church 02-11-25
Paul Hines Brookneal Presbyterian Church 10-16-25
Robert Young Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church 03-16-25
Hannah Rogers Orgain Chatham Presbyterian Church 01-01-25
Nancy Moschler Motley Chatham Presbyterian Church 01-05-25
Theodore “Ted” Bruning Chatham Presbyterian Church 07-02-25
Elizabeth “Beth” Farley Chatham Presbyterian Church 08-12-25
Edward Carter Turner, Jr. Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 08-21-25
Leonard Chester Angle, III Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 10-20-25
Dave Russell Clarksville Presbyterian Church 01-02-25
Sousin Cottrell Clarksville Presbyterian Church 06-15-25
Jim Morgan Clarksville Presbyterian Church 08-01-25
Carol Jones Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church 05-31-25
Marilyn Woods Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church 12-15-25
Dr. William W. Porterfield College Presbyterian Church 12-14-25
Gladys Walker First Presbyterian Church, Collinsville 05-18-25
Richard “Dick” Frahm Covenant Presbyterian Church 07-23-25
June Warriner Cumberland Presbyterian Church 12-22-25
Lynn Burris Fairlawn Presbyterian Church 03-26-25
Millie Turman Fairlawn Presbyterian Church 04-04-25
Barbara Smith Farmville Presbyterian Church 08-01-25
Vincent Faraci Farmville Presbyterian Church 11-21-25
Lloyd McKay Farmville Presbyterian Church 11-28-25
Fredrick Bolden Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church 08-25-25
James H. Tenser Fincastle Presbyterian Church 12-16-25
Jacqueline “Gay” Streithof The Presbyterian Church of Floyd 05-04-25
Curtis Ray Allen The Presbyterian Church of Floyd 11-17-25
John T. Peeples Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 11-28-25
Robert Wayne Gilbert High Bridge Presbyterian Church 02-18-25
Daisy Wilson Simmons Holbrook Street Presbyterian Church 01-01-25
Jacqueline F. Brown Dumas Holbrook Street Presbyterian Church 07-13-25
Charles L. Burton First Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg 10-24-25
Marion Stump First Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg 11-21-25
John R. Alford First Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg 12-12-25
Dr. Maryan Marshall First Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg 12-29-25
Mitzi Ridgewell Mallow Presbyterian Church 02-17-25
Melvin Persinger Mallow Presbyterian Church 04-14-25
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Betty Murphy Stanley First Presbyterian Church, Martinsville 03-29-25
Anne Thompson 
Abercrombie 

First Presbyterian Church, Martinsville 09-03-25

Ann Faircloth Meherrin Presbyterian Church 01-04-25
Jewell Good First Presbyterian Church, Narrows 01-14-25
Rodney Gearheart 
(Christian Educator) 

New Dublin Presbyterian Church 09-23-25

Dorris Anderson New Dublin Presbyterian Church 12-16-25
Walter L. Haines Northminster Presbyterian Church 08-11-25
Donald A. Smith Northminster Presbyterian Church 09-11-25
Patsy Linton Northminster Presbyterian Church 09-19-25
Frances S. Bowling Northminster Presbyterian Church 10-22-25
Linda Wade Northminster Presbyterian Church 11-03-25
Louise Bloss Northside Presbyterian Church 02-02-25
Paul Ruszler Northside Presbyterian Church 02-14-25
Martha Taylor Northside Presbyterian Church 08-18-25
Ron Pearson Northside Presbyterian Church 10-30-25
Larry Latimer First Presbyterian Church, Pulaski 09-11-25
H. Jordan Spence, Jr. Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 09-10-25
Diane Baldwin 
Missional Commissioned Pastor 

Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 10-24-25

Virginia Jones The Presbyterian Church of Radford 05-19-25
Doris Hendrickson The Presbyterian Church of Radford 09-09-25
Frank Plecity Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 02-06-25
Harriet Vance Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 02-16-25
Lynne Fields Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 02-19-25
Sue Garrett Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 10-27-25
Donn Branch Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 11-30-25
Virginia Howery Roanoke Valley Presbyterian Church 07-20-25
Judy Neily Roanoke Valley Presbyterian Church 10-07-25
Peggy Louise Crocker Strong Second Presbyterian Church 04-29-25
Daisy Williams Moore (Dee) Second Presbyterian Church 12-11-25
Eleanor Fisher Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church 06-02-25
Nan “Tee” Godbold First Presbyterian Church, South Boston 05-23-25
Franklin Delano “Jack” Lacy St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 02-11-25
Erskine W. Proffitt St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 07-10-25
William J. “Bill” Conner St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 08-12-25
Tom E. Crush St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 09-15-25
Bob Epps Trinity Ecumenical Parish 01-24-25
Arnie Brock Trinity Ecumenical Parish 03-22-25
Peggy Strong Trinity Ecumenical Parish 04-29-25
Ed Early Village Presbyterian Church 04-11-25

2025 Necrology for Ministers: 
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Rev. Burton Newman 06-16-25
Rev. Bernard Bangley 06-01-25
Rev. William H. Jackson 08-13-25
Rev. David Gellert 10-15-25
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Active Ministers, 2025 March June October 
George Anderson E A P 
Ben Banner N/A N/A P 
Philip Bouknight P A P 
Ben Brannan P E P 
Beth Broschart P P P 
Janet Chisom P E P 
Linda Dickerson E E P 
Susi Ennis P P P 
Isabella Fagiani P P P 
Jeff Garrison P E P 
Annette Goard P E P 
Geoff Hubbard P E P 
Emily Hunter P E P 
Shawn Hyska P A A 
Herndon Jeffreys P P P 
Kim Jeffreys P P P 
Keith Leach A P HR 
Elizabeth Link E A P 
Carlos Malave P P A 
Lisa Marshall P P E 
Gary Marshall P P P 
Sarah Martin P P P 
John McCarthy P P P 
Robert McLavey P P P 
Russ Merritt P P P 
Bea Miller P P P 
Jonathan Moelker P P P 
Jim Moss P E A 
Cheryl Peeples P P P 
Mikel Pugh P P P 
Mark Rackley P P P 
David Roberts P E P 
Pete Smith P P P 
Kim Steinhorst P P HR 
Jude Swanson A A P 
Anghaarad Teague-Dees P P P 
Peter Thompson P P E 
Allison Unroe A E P 
Carlton Utley P P HR 
Tim Verhey N/A N/A P- 
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Chris Vogado E E P 
Rachel Vogado P P P 
Andrew Whaley P P P 
Morgan Whitfield P P P 
Active Ministers, 2025 March June October 
Sarah Wiles P A P 
Brent Williams A P P 
Steve Willis P P P 

Honorably Retired Ministers 
(participated in Pres Meetings) 

March June October 

Kyle Allen P E 
Terry Blevins E E 
Bill Charles 
Glenn Coleman P P P 
Nancy Dawson 
David Dickerson P P P 
Bob Fiedler P P P 
Dusty Fiedler P P P 
George C Goodman P 
Tupper Garden P E P 
Bob Hall 
Skip Hastings P P P 
W.D. Hasty E P 
Mark Hinchcliff P P P 
Shirley Larson 
Don Makin P P 
Nancy Morris P P 
John Salley P E 
Gary Scheidt P P 
Jim Slate P P 
Terri Slate P E 
John Wiederholt P P E 
George Wilson P P P 

Ministers At 
Large/Validated Ministry 

March June October 

Ellen Anderson A A A 
David Baker P P P 
Vernie Bolden P P P 
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Jen Brothers P E P 
Kathy Carpenter A P P 
Terri Cornwell P P P 
Steve Darr P A A 
Richard Goodman P E E 
Todd Hester A A A 
Paul Johnson A A A 
Chad McCain E P E 
Debra McKune A A A 
Amy Merrill-Willis A A P 
Betsy Soto E E E 
Ed Soto E A E 
Robin Williamson P P E 

Commissioned Pastors March June October 
Margie Anderson P P P 
Todd Atkins A A A 
Phil Berry P A P 
Dick Boswell E A P 
Donna Britt P E P 
Nancy Gray P A A 
Richard Henderson P P E 
Naomi Hodge-Muse A P A 
Jan McGilliard P E P 
Bill Meneeley A A A 
Robert Morris A A A 
Felicia Parsell A A A 
Joyce Perez P P P 
Kelvin Perry A P A 
Mike Price A A A 
Laura Jane Ramsburg A A A 
Linda Trumbo A P P 
Tony Ward A A E 
Mike Whorley P A A 
Ray Williams A A P 
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Report of Churches Attending Presbytery Meetings in 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church March June Oct 
Altavista X X 
Amherst 
Appomattox CH 
Appomattox PE 
Arvon 
Beale Memorial 
Bedford X X X 
Belmont 
Belspring X 
Berry Hill n/a n/a 
Bethlehem 
Blacksburg X X 
Bluemont X X 
Briery 
Brookneal 
Browns 
Buchanan X X 
Buffalo 
Campbell Memorial 
Chatham X X X 
Christiansburg X X X 
Clarksville X X 
Clifton Forge X X 
College X X 
Collinsville, First X X 
Colonial X X X 
Concord 
Cool Spring X X 
Coolwell 
Covenant X X X 
Covington, First X X X 
Cumberland X X 
Danube X 

Church March June Oct 
Danville, First X X 
Davis Memorial 
Diamond Hill X X X 
Douglas 
Drakes Branch X 
Fairlawn X X 
Falling Spring RC 
Farmville X X X 
Fellowship 
Fifth Avenue X 
Fincastle X X 
Floyd X X X 
Forest X X X 
Forest Hills X X X 
Fork Union 
Gethsemane 
Grace X 
Hat Creek 
Hermon 
High Bridge X X 
Holbrook St. X X X 
Jamestown 
Kayser Memorial 
Kentuck 
Low Moor X X X 
Lynchburg, First X X X 
Madisonville X X 
Mallow X X X 
Martinsville, First X X X 
Mary Horner Walker 
Massies Mill 
Mayberry 
Maysville 
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Church March June Oct 
McAllister Memorial X X X 
Meherrin 
Memorial 
Mercy Seat X 
Mizpah X X 
Montvale 
Mt Carmel 
Narrows, First 
New Concord X X 
New Dublin 
New Store 
Northminster X X X 
Northside X X X 
Oak Level 
Oak View 
Old Brick 
Old Concord 
Peaks 
Pearisburg X X 
Phenix 
Pisgah 
Pulaski, First 

Church March June Oct 
Quaker Memorial X X 
Radford X X 
Raleigh Court X X X 
Roanoke 
Roanoke Valley X X 
Rocky Mount 
Rough Creek 
Saint Andrew X X 
Salem X 
Second X X X 
Sinking Spring 
South Boston, First X X 
Trinity, Arvonia 
Trinity/SML X X X 
Unity 
Village 
Villamont X 
Virginia 
West End 
Westminster 
Williamson Memorial X 
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Presbytery of the Peaks
Balance Sheet

As of December 31, 2025

  1/3

TOTAL

ASSETS

Current Assets

Bank Accounts

111100 Total Designated Funds 0.00

115001 Select Bank Designated Funds 181,915.27

116001 Select Bank Savings Designated 173,716.65

117001 Massie Family Fund 14,991.70

117002 Lelia J. Sanford Memorial Fund 74,134.35

118008 Burke Memorial Vacation Fund 57,537.55

118012 Vanguard MidCap Fund 242,952.19

118014 Vanguard REIT Fund 40,084.96

118015 Vanguard ST Bond Fund 969,466.88

118016 Vanguard Small Cap Fund 220,940.99

118017 Vanguard 500 Index 829,868.94

118018 VG Money Market Account - Newly Acquired 1,444,586.18

Total 111100 Total Designated Funds 4,250,195.66

120001 Trustees Funds 0.00

120017 Vanguard Midcap-Trustee 703,422.01

120018 Vanguard Small Cap-Trustees 593,073.13

120019 Vanguard REIT-Trustees 341,234.52

120022 Vanguard STAR Fund 1,683,556.01

120028 Vanguard Short Term Bond Fund 1,446,137.35

120029 Vanguard Bond Fund for CF 465,417.70

120030 Vanguard Diversified Equity Fun 599,485.82

120031 Vanguard Int'l Stock Fund 1,091,882.49

120032 Vanguard Mid-Cap Growth-CF 517,477.21

120033 Vanguard Small Cap Growth-CF 434,805.40

120035 Vanguard Equity Income-CF 414,444.28

120037 Vanguard REIT-CF 293,819.15

120038 Vanguard 500 Index-CF 1,089,569.36

Total 120001 Trustees Funds 9,674,324.43

501750 Total Unrestricted Funds 0.00

100501 Select Bank Presbytery Checking 205,493.69

Total 501750 Total Unrestricted Funds 205,493.69

Total Bank Accounts $14,130,013.78

Total Current Assets $14,130,013.78

TOTAL ASSETS $14,130,013.78

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable $15,990.34
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Presbytery of the Peaks
Balance Sheet

As of December 31, 2025

     2/3

TOTAL

Other Current Liabilities $110.46

Total Current Liabilities $16,100.80

Total Liabilities $16,100.80

Equity

1110 Retained Earnings 3,092,513.42

3000 Fund Principal 335,062.39

800000 Designated Accounts 0.00

831050 Newly Acquired Assets 1,311,679.69

831051 Forward In Faith 103,697.58

840000 Financial Sustainability Fund 9,153.91

840405 Designated Financial Sustainabi 670,961.62

900106 Home Missions-Clarktown Propert 13,696.31

900405 Trustee Designated Fund 4,461,997.97

Total 840000 Financial Sustainability Fund 5,155,809.81

850000 Missional Grant Fund -65,003.62

850001 Missional Grant Fund -Designate 1,289,880.51

950000 Missional Grant Fund (Trustees) 367,462.90

Total 850000 Missional Grant Fund 1,592,339.79

Total 800000 Designated Accounts 8,163,526.87

810000 Restricted Accounts 0.00

870000 Presbytery Restricted Funds 0.00

830035 Black Caucus Innovation Fund 44,288.70

830036 Church Redevelopment Grant Fund 120,535.32

830037 Peace Ch/Wild Goose MInistry 227,678.17

830101 COM Grant Fund 10,882.85

900107 Home Mission-Glasgow 58,996.77

900108 Home Mission-Harmony 15,584.21

900109 Home Mission-Harmony Designated 26,853.87

Total 900108 Home Mission-Harmony 42,438.08

900111 Home Mission-Pres. Restricted 5,684.84

900113 Presbytery Property - Carter 1,502.62

900201 Ministerial Candidate 2,550.00

900303 Church Extension 41,918.58

Total 870000 Presbytery Restricted Funds 556,475.93

880000 Restricted Funds 0.00

836002 Camp Endowment 2,050.00

836151 Candidate Scholarship 2,200.00

900110 Home Mission 62,294.52

900401 Camp Scholarship 2,474.73

Total 880000 Restricted Funds 69,019.25

Total 810000 Restricted Accounts 625,495.18
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Presbytery of the Peaks
Balance Sheet

As of December 31, 2025

     3/3

TOTAL

860000 Pass Through Funding 0.00

830001 Two Cents a Meal 77,006.53

830016 Peace & Global Witness Offering 6,410.09

830017 Morris Charitable Trust 28,526.34

830026 Transfer Acct Carryover 78,418.81

830027 Burke Memorial Vacation Fund 49,530.96

830050 Massie Family Fund 11,013.47

830051 Lelia J Sanford Mem Scholarship 58,986.59

Total 860000 Pass Through Funding 309,892.79

Net Revenue 1,587,422.33

Total Equity $14,113,912.98

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $14,130,013.78
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