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October 23, 2025 Presbytery Meeting

The meeting was hosted by Northminster Presbyterian Church in Roanoke. There were 137 people in attendance with 36 churches represented. Worship was led by Derrick Weston and the Earth Care Subcommittee of the Justice and Mercy Commission, followed by a Q&A period. The Agape Congolese Congregation choir sang in Swahili. The Agape group meets on Sundays after worship service at Northminster. There is a short clip of their joyful sharing on our Vimeo: Agape Choir.

Cabinet led Focus Groups during the lunch period to gather input on the Purpose and Priorities that had been introduced at the June meeting. These neighborhood focus groups were designed to help refine the presbytery's mission and direction.

Thanks were given to Moderator Bea Miller for her service, and Stated Clerk Dave Baker presented her with a gavel. David Smith was installed as the new Moderator, and Russ Merritt was installed as Vice-Moderator for the coming year.

Presbytery Actions Taken at the Meeting

· Approved Rev. David Baker as Stated Clerk of the presbytery.
· Approved the ordination and examination of Rev. Jeffrey Schroeder for transfer to the PC(USA) as a Teaching Elder to serve Cumberland and Guinea Presbyterian Churches.
· New pastors Ben Banner at Bedford and Tim Verhey at College Church were recognized.
· Approved the 2026 Minimum Terms of Call as presented.
· Approved the Church Separation Guidelines.
· Approved a substitute motion to adopt the originally presented 2026 budget (Appendix E in the full minutes) rather than the amended budget that included increased costs for the Transitional General Presbyter.
· Approved the Purpose and Priorities of the Presbytery of the Peaks, as amended (changing the word 'Congregation' to 'Ministries' in the Purpose Statement).
· Approved Teaching and Ruling Elders to various commission positions for 2026-2028 terms.
· Dissolved the Administrative Commissions for Jamestown and Forest Hills Presbyterian Churches with thanks.

Actions Taken on Behalf of the Presbytery Between Meetings

Commission on Ministry
· Held four Small Church Listening Sessions around the Presbytery during the summer and hosted a Small Church Summit at Amherst Presbyterian Church on September 27, 2025.
· Sponsored four members of Peaks Presbytery to attend the Small Town Collaborative Workshop at the University of Ozarks in July.
· Approved covenants for Commissioned Pastors Nancy Nepage at Old Concord (effective June 1, 2025 to May 31, 2028) and Linda Trumbo at First Presbyterian Church, Covington (effective July 1, 2025 to May 31, 2027).
· Renewed the commission for Donna Britt at Buchanan Presbyterian Church and Joyce Perez at Mercy Seat Presbyterian Church.
· Approved the Mission Study and request to form a Pastor Nominating Committee for Amherst Presbyterian Church.
· Approved Terms of Call for Rev. Janet Chisom as Associate Pastor of Trinity Ecumenical Parish and Rev. Tim Verhey at College PC.
· Approved four recipients to receive Burke Memorial Scholarship Funds in the amount of $400.00 each: Dick Boswell, Lisa Marshall, Herndon Jeffreys, and Jan McGilliard.
· Adopted the Commissioned Pastor/Missional Commissioned Pastor Manual.
· Granted permission to Rev. Patterson Lyles (retired PCUSA minister) to labor within the bounds of Peaks Presbytery to provide Pulpit Supply.

Commission on Administration
· Approved the request of Amherst Presbyterian Church to sell property owned by the church.
· Approved to designate funds from the Williamson Bequest: $100,000 refund for Massanetta Springs back to the financial sustainability fund, $110,000 to the Presbyterian Community Center and $125,000 for the Forward in Faith project, with remainder moved to unrestricted funds.
· Approved the transfer of real property of Hermon Presbyterian Church to the Hermon Presbyterian Church Cemetery Corporation, with conditional provisions ensuring maintenance of Divine Worship in perpetuity.
· Approved a holiday closing for the office from December 22, 2025 to January 1, 2026.
· Approved a 3% staff salary adjustment for 2026.

Constitutional Ministries Committee 
· Boundary Training, required by the Book of Order, will be held in three locations on November 10-11, 2025.

Justice and Mercy Commission
All subcommittees continue to be active, including the Abukloi School (South Sudan) Subcommittee and the CEDEPCA Subcommittee. 
The CEDEPCA Subcommittee reported on a successful mission trip to Guatemala where a from Peaks and James Presbyteries planted trees, delivered water filters to families, and distributed vegetable seedlings. A 40th Anniversary Mission Trip is planned for July 13-20, 2026.
As of October 7, 2025, 38 Block, Earth Care, and JMC grant applications were received, requesting $103,721.68, with only $78,860 available to award.

Church Partnership Commission
· Approved Church Partnership Grants for First Presbyterian Church of South Boston for a Mobile Blessing Bucket Packing Event, Piedmont Area Churches’ Celebration of Cub Creek Church, and Covenant Pres and First Pres Lynchburg's Medical Mission Trip to Malawi.
· Approved Church Redevelopment Grant to Forest Presbyterian Church towards a piano to enhance their worship.
· Approved setting aside $2,500 of 2026 Grant Budget to support Christian Education efforts throughout the Presbytery.

Full minutes for this Presbytery meeting, including details on personnel actions can be found under “Resources” on the website, www.peakspresbytery.org.

Purpose & Priorities of the Presbytery of the Peaks 2025

Presbytery is the tie that binds our diverse contexts to share God's love by:  Supporting, connecting, guiding, equipping, and resourcing ministries.

Guided by prayer and the Holy Spirit, shaped by the teachings of Jesus & united in the Reformed tradition the Presbytery seeks to carry out our purpose through the following priorities:

Beloved Community:
fosters relationships, facilitates partnerships, enhances communication,
builds trust, prays, and gathers regularly

Equipping the Saints
through education, leadership training, guidance, conflict resolution, the
administration of grants, the sharing of ideas and technology, and
communal worship

Expanding the Kingdom
through missional opportunities (near & far), sharing revitalizing resources,
strengthening connections within the larger church, prayer, and facilitating
faithful, generous stewardship
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