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Stated Clerk Search Update

The search committee for a new Stated Clerk for Presbytery of the Peaks is looking
for interested persons to fill this important position. Active PC(USA) pastors or retired
pastors are encouraged to consider this part-time position. Solid knowledge of the

Book of Order and Presbyterian polity will be important in carrying out the duties, but
training is available for those who would like to learn. To request a job description or

to express interest in the position, please email Rev. Bob McLavey, the search
committee chair, at pastor@pcfloyd.org.

Transitional Presbyter Search Update

The work of the presbytery's Transitional Presbyter Search Committee is now fully
underway! They reached the milestone of listing the Ministry Discernment Profile for
the position in the CLC on April 15. They are currently evaluating the initial batch of

matches and contacting the most promising candidates. If you would like to
recommend anyone for consideration, please do not delay. Contact Dave Roberts,

committee chair, at dave@sapclynchburg.org.

Bluegrass at New Concord

Rural Ideas Conference

The Town Square Collaborative, housed at University of the Ozarks, a
PCUSA affiliated university in Clarksville, Arkansas, will host their first Rural

Ideas Conference in July— Focused exclusively on rural congregations.

From the Outlook advertisement:

This summer we will launch the first annual Rural Ideas Conference.  This inaugural
3-day event from July 16-18, 2025 is offered free of charge through the generosity of
the Lilly Endowment for Religion.  It will create a space which focuses exclusively on
rural congregations and offers opportunities for leaders and congregants to share
opportunities and challenges in a place designed uniquely for them.  This ecumenical
conference will remind us of our calling to be the Church of Jesus Christ and
contextualize that identity in our small towns and rural areas.  It will give
congregations tools to better engage their communities.  It will bring together leaders
in rural church thought from around the country.  To register for the conference, or to
learn more about the Town Square Collaborative, we invite you to visit our website. 

Peace, 

The Rev. Phillip Blackburn
Director
The Town Square Collaborative 

Register or Lean More Here

Volunteers Needed:  Accompanying

Unrepresented Migrant Children

From Presbyterian Peace Fellowship—Right now in the U.S., thousands of 
unaccompanied migrant children are facing the immigration court system without 
legal support. Recent funding cuts have left these children more vulnerable than ever 
— including four-year-olds appearing in court alone.

At the request of ImportaMi (a New York-based organization advocating for 
immigrant families) and the International Rescue Committee (a global humanitarian 
aid nonprofit), the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship (PPF) is helping to build a new
network of trained volunteers to accompany these children as they navigate an often 
frightening and dehumanizing system.

What is accompaniment?
Accompaniment means showing up. It means being a presence of care and safety 
for children facing court without family or legal representation. Volunteers do not act 
as attorneys or caseworkers, but as trusted supporters who offer presence, 
transportation, and encouragement during a confusing and traumatic process.

What accompaniment is not: It is not about rescuing or speaking for others. 
Accompaniment is not charity — it is standing with people in their struggle, led by 
their needs and dignity.

How You Can Help

Disaster Relief

What is a Blessing Bucket?

God’s Pit Crew (GPC) distributes Blessing Buckets to individuals who need
essential supplies due to natural disaster, tragedy, or severe poverty. These 5
gallon buckets contain life essentials like hygiene items, water, and toiletries.
These buckets help to enrich lives and become a small token of God’s love to
a person in a time of disaster.

In 2024, GPC distributed 19,872 buckets to disaster victims like those impacted
by Hurricane Helene and the CA wildfires. Please help us show God’s love by
sponsoring buckets @ $35 each, or pallets @ $1,920.

Donate or Volunteer Here

Belmont’s The Street Level Sanctuary

One of our ministries here at Belmont is called Street Level Sanctuary. We are open
as a place of refuge and blessing for the community.  A place where people can rest,
hang out, enjoy a free lunch, be prayed for, and participate in the study of God's
Word if they so choose.  Jesus tells us when we have a dinner or party invite the
poor, the blind, the crippled, and the lame.  This is part of the reason we do what we
do.   We are expecting revival in SE Roanoke and beyond. Please consider coming
by.  We are welcome to receive volunteers as well as folks that just want to gather
together as a community.

We appreciate your prayers and support!
in Christ, Todd Atkins, Pastor at Belmont

If you would like to support this ministry you may:

Send a check to Belmont Presbyterian Church  
Belmont Presbyterian Church1005 9th Street SE Roanoke, VA 24013

 Click here for the Street Level Sanctuary Amazon Donation List

Click here to Donate to Street Level Sanctuary Online
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