PASTORAL LEADERSHIP GRANTS
Commission on Ministry of the Presbytery of the Peaks

“…I am reminding you now to fan into a flame the gift that God gave you when I laid my hands on you.  God’s gift was not a spirit of timidity, but the Spirit of power and love and self-control.  So you are never to be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord…”  --II Timothy 1:6-8a

A third of the proceeds from the “Pastoral Leadership, Partnership, and Justice and Mercy Fund”, which is maintained by the Presbytery of the Peaks, is available each year for grants to support and empower ministers and commissioned pastors.  The grants are opportunities to strengthen connections and partnerships in local ministry.  These grants will be awarded by the Commission on Ministry and offer a significant amount of money to assist our clergy in ministry .

Project examples might include:

· Retreats for ministers of the Presbytery, focusing on challenges and opportunities unique to their respective settings.

· Retreats for commissioned pastors focusing on challenges and opportunities unique to their ministry.

· Underwriting ongoing ministerial colleague continuing education gatherings with esteemed seminary professors.  

· Building neighborhood support systems among ministers and CPs.

· Requests to assist with Shared Grant opportunities through the Board of Pensions network.

Guidelines:
· Grants from the Commission on Ministry will not be offered for an individual’s continuing education or study leave.

· Applications will be considered for projects endorsed by a) two or more Ministers and/or Commissioned Pastors or b) local Sessions of congregations in the Presbytery or the Peaks.  The Commission on Ministry is responsible for reviewing requests and awarding grants.

· No more than one project per year will be funded for any group or person.  
· In 2024, the maximum grant will be $6,000.

· Projects and requests will focus on serving ministers and CPs who are members of the Presbytery of the Peaks.  However, if there are other Presbyterian ministers or CPs included, or persons from other denominations, those projects are also eligible, but will receive less attention, (but will be considered as a lesser priority than projects that develop members of our presbytery).  Projects may be joined to other grants from other councils in proportion to the Peaks members contribution.

Application Process:
· Application for grants will be reviewed at COM meetings on a rolling basis.  Deadlines for submission of grant applications are February 1, April 1, June 1, August 1, and October 1.

· Applicants should fill out the attached application and return it with other requested documentation to the Presbytery office.

· The grant funding will be disbursed in one lump sum (per year) to the responsible, lead party who has signed the application, following the approval of the grant by COM and the submission of requested documentation.

· The Commission on Ministry will assign a liaison for each approved grant project.  The liaison will work with the approved party(s) to assure grant monies are used appropriately.  If not used in the manner agreed to, the grant monies are to be returned to the Presbytery.  

Evaluation and Review:
· A written report describing how the funds were utilized in accordance with the approved application, along with describing other related lessons and experiences, and possible future steps, should be provided within 90 days of the project’s end. Any unused funds will be returned to the presbytery for future grants. 

· Depending on the grant program, the Commission on Ministry may ask for additional reports, and possible leadership in creating similar ministerial support and growth experiences in other parts of the Presbytery.






Commission on Ministry Grants Application Form
Presbytery of the Peaks
Budget Year 2024
Date of Application _____________________
Project/Request Title ____________________________________________________________
Total Amount Requested __________________________
Contact Person ___________________________________________________________________
Email Address __________________________________________________ __________________
Phone Number _________________________
Mailing Address ____________________________________________________________________

1. Persons Involved/Participants (include contact information for each)

2. Summary of Grant Program/Project (attach a concise description of the ministerial/CP learning and support experience, including the following): 

· Description and Scope of Program/Project
· Desired Outcome of Program
· Budget for the Project (including all revenue sources—is there a fee?)
· Timeline for the Project

3. All funds approved and disbursed must be used for the purposes described in this application unless otherwise approved by the Commission on Ministry.

Application and documentation may be emailed to the Presbytery office (office@peakspresbytery.org) or mailed to the following address: 
Presbytery of the Peaks
Commission on Ministry
PO Box 2519                                       
Forest, VA  24551
