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Presbytery Meeting 
February 17, 2022 

By Zoom 

Active Ministers of Word and Sacrament Present 

Kyle Allen Herndon Jeffreys Mikel Pugh 
George Anderson Kim Jeffreys David Roberts 
David Baker Elizabeth Link John Salley 
Philip Bouknight Don Makin Pete Smith 
Ben Brannan Gary Marshall Betsy Soto 
Beth Broschart Lisa Marshall Ed Soto 
Jen Brothers Sarah Martin Kim Steinhorst 
Janet Chisom Bob McLavey Anghaarad Teague Dees 
Linda Dickerson Russ Merritt Peter Thompson 
Susi Ennis Kristi Miles Carl Utley 
Isabella Fagiani Bea Miller Andrew Whaley 
Janice Fraser Christy Mitchell Morgan Whitfield 
Jeff Garrison Jonathan Moelker John Wiederholt 
Kelsey Hawisher-Faul Jim Moss Sarah Wiles 
Peter Hawisher-Faul Cheryl Peeples Brent Williams 
Geoff Hubbard Jennifer Powell Steve Willis 

 Active Ministers of Word and Sacrament Excused 

Annette Goard 
Sara Jane Nixon 
Allison Unroe 

Active Ministers of Word and Sacrament Absent 

Paul Brokaw Brian Miles Rodney Wilson 
Michael Hickman William Strong 
Keith Leach Jude Swanson 

Honorably Retired Ministers in Attendance 

Terry Blevins Dusty Fiedler Nancy Morris 
Glenn Coleman Tupper Garden Gary Scheidt 
David Dickerson Skip Hastings Jim Slate 
Bob Fiedler Shirley Larson George Wilson 
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Ministers-at-Large and Validated Ministers Present 

Kathy Carpenter Emily Hunter Amy Merrill-Willis 
Steve Darr Shawn Hyska Rachel Shepherd 

Ministers-at-Large and Validated Ministers Excused 

Chad McCain 
Robin Williamson 
Susan Verbrugge 

Ministers-at-Large and Validate Ministers Absent 

Ellen Anderson Paul Johnson Ellen Woodworth 
Todd Hester Jeff Kisner 

Commissioned Pastor Present 

Margie Anderson Terri Cornwell Jan McGilliard 
Diane Baldwin Richard Henderson Robert Morris 
Dick Boswell Naomi Hodge-Muse 

Commissioned Pastors Absent 

Todd Atkins Bill Meneeley Mike Price 
Phil Berry Joyce Perez Tony Ward 
Erik Koroneos Kelvin Perry 

Cabinet and Committee Chairs Attending 

Pam Claterbaugh Sue Bentley Shelda Wills 
Smith Chaney Sydney Nordt John Fedison 

Voting Elders for Churches 

Altavista Mark Younkin 
Appomattox PE Donna Van Cleave 
Bedford Bill Yodis 
Berry Hill Ashby Whorley 
Blacksburg Jonathan Anderson 
Bluemont Stephen Puckett 
Buchanan Kim Bennett 
Christiansburg Mary Osten 
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Christiansburg Linda Crate 
Clarksville Leslie Williford 
College Anita Garland 
First, Collinsville Kym Wiederholt 
Covenant Bob Foard 
First, Covington Brenda Linkenhoker 
Diamond Hill Kay Guthrie 
Farmville Ed Kromer 
Fifth Avenue Ray Williams 
Fincastle Fred Coots 
Floyd Joyce Blevins 
Forest JoAnn Scott 
Forest Hills John Peeples 
Grace Jean Hairston 
High Bridge Bob Gilbert 
Holbrook St. Wayne Cunningham 
Holbrook St. Elease Wilson 
Low Moor Bucky Webb 
First, Lynchburg Dan Grabeel 
Mallow Carla Harrah 
First, Martinsville Betty Hudson 
First, Martinsville Pearl Minter 
McAllister Memorial Gus Hayslett 
Mizpah Sylvia Kent-Goodman 
Mizpah Gail McCullough 
New Concord John Lewis 
New Dublin Richard Ely 
Northminster Joseph Gwitt 
Northside Heidi Harper 
Old Brick Sharon Teany 
Pearisburg Michael Nevergold 
Quaker Memorial Mike Whorley 
Quaker Memorial Reuben Womack 
Raleigh Court Jeanne Fishwick 
Raleigh Court Becky Marsh 
Salem Evon Glasgow 
Salem  Reid McClure 
Second Bob Martin 
Second Beth Smith 
First, South Boston Joni Owens 
St. Andrew Cheryl Lindeman 
Trinity Ecumenical Gael Chaney 
Westminster Charlie Ross 
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Churches Not Represented by a Voting Elder 

Amherst Fairlawn Oak Level 
Appomattox CH Falling Spring Oak View 
Arvon Fellowship Old Concord 
Beale Memorial Fork Union Peace 
Belmont Gethsemane Peaks 
Belspring Glasgow Phenix 
Bethlehem Harmony Pisgah 
Briery Hat Creek First, Pulaski 
Brookneal Hermon Radford 
Browns Jamestown Roanoke 
Buffalo Kayser Memorial Roanoke Valley 
Campbell Memorial Kentuck Rocky Mount 
Chatham Madisonville Rough Creek 
Clifton Forge Mary Horner Walker Rustburg 
Colonial Massies Mill Sinking Spring 
Concord Mayberry Trinity, New Canton 
Cool Spring Maysville Unity 
Coolwell Meherrin Village 
Cumberland Memorial Villamont 
Danube Mercy Seat Virginia 
First, Danville Montvale West End 
Davis Memorial Mt. Carmel Williamson Memorial 
Douglas First, Narrows 
Drakes Branch New Store 

Visitors 

Olanda Carr, Presbyterian Foundation 
Denny Casey, First, Martinsville 
Susan Foard, Covenant 
Howard Jennings, Quaker Memorial 
Sharon Kandel 
Pix Mahler, Westminster 
Charles Miller, First, Lynchburg 
Roberta Miller, First, Lynchburg 
Denise Pillow, First, Covington 
Kathryn Pumphrey, First, Lynchburg 
Keenan Rodgers, Board of Pensions 
Sandy Schlaudeker, Blacksburg 
David Smith, Farmville 
Joe Wilson, First, Covington 
David Anderson, St. Andrew 
Myra Beeker, St. Andrew 
Lyn Rose Calderoni, St. Andrew 
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Christopher Conrad, St. Andrew Ann 
Cook, St. Andrew 
Butch Cook, St. Andrew 
Doug Cook, St. Andrew 
Rita Fleet, St. Andrew 
Vic Fleet, St. Andrew 
Beth Groover, St. Andrew 
Matt Hildebrand, St. Andrew Jennifer 
Jurkow, St. Andrew 
Heidi Lang, St. Andrew 
Kathy Latham, St. Andrew 
Betty Proffitt, St. Andrew 
Dudley Raine, St. Andrew 
Suzanne Raine, St. Andrew 
Dallas Scott, St. Andrew 
Shelley Scranton, St. Andrew Karen 
Snellings, St. Andrew 
Debi Stirling, St. Andrew 
Sandy Tall, St. Andrew 
Donna Templeton, St. Andrew    
Gary Templeton, St. Andrew                

Becky Tweedy, St. Andrew 
Tracy Vance, St. Andrew 
David Vaughn, St. Andrew 
Jane Vaughn, St. Andrew 

Visiting Ministers 

Amy Fetterman, Interim, High Bridge 
Mark Rackley 

Staff Not Counted Elsewhere 

Robin Padgett 
Julie Burnett 
Sam Smith 
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PRESBYTERY OF THE PEAKS 
STATED MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, February 17, 2022; 9:00 a.m. 
via Zoom 

The Moderator, Helen Dean, called the February 17, 2022, Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of 
the Peaks to order at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator.   

Rev. Carl Utley, our General Presbyter, welcomed the Presbytery and introduced Keenan 
Rodgers from Board of Pensions. 

The Stated Clerk declared that a quorum was present and submitted the consent agenda for 
approval.   

Consent Agenda 

No consent items were removed, and the agenda passed by consent. 

Report of the Stated Clerk 
1. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That the Standing Rules be suspended in order to conduct an
electronic meeting via Zoom according to the same rules for electronic meetings adopted at the
June 13, 2020 meeting. (The actions of this and similar meetings are subject to ratification at the
next regular in-person meeting of the Presbytery when such a meeting can be held safely. It is
offered because there is no other way for the Presbytery to responsibly conduct its business
during the pandemic.)
2. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That the minutes of the November 18, 2021, Stated Meeting of
the Presbytery of the Peaks, as reviewed by those persons designated by the Standing Rules, be
approved.

Report of the Committee on Administration 
1. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: Recommend the Presbytery approve the following financial terms
for staff:

2022 2022 2022 2022 BOP Prof. Cont. Total 

Name Salary  SECA  Housing 
Cash 
Salary Total Expense Ed. Package 

Utley, Carl 59,498 7,210 27,540 94,248 36,614 14,000 1,200 146,062 

Baker, Dave 36,208 5,692 32,500 74,400 28,514 500 103,414 

Presbytery Worship

The presbytery then moved into a time of worship with Ruling Elder, Rhonda Beavers 
Chandler, Holbrook St. leading worship and Commissioned Pastor, Kelvin Perry, preaching. 

The Presbytery honored 68 Ruling Elders, 2 Christian Educator and 7 Teaching Elders who passed 
away in 2021 during worship with the reading of the necrology.   
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Commission, Committee and Mission Reports 
 
Stated Clerk Search Committee Report                                                Howard Jennings 
 
The Stated Clerk Nominating Committee nominated the Rev. Betsy Soto for the office of Stated 
Clerk for the Presbytery of the Peaks effective February 17, 2022.  This motion was approved.  
The Stated Clerk is elected to a 4 year term according to the Peaks Presbytery Manual of 
Operations.   
 

Report of the Stated Clerk Nominating Committee 
February 2022 

 
   The Stated Clerk Nominating Committee of the Presbytery of the Peaks was elected by 
Commissioners at the November 2021 Presbytery meeting and was comprised of the following 
members: Helen Dean (Elder), Rev. Kim Steinhorst, Rev. Bob McLavey, Rev. Cheryl Peeples 
(Secretary), and Howard Jennings (Elder, Chair).  The committee was given the tasks of reviewing 
the office and position description of the Stated Clerk, determining an application process, 
conducting interviews with applicants, and proposing a nominee for the office of Stated Clerk for 
Presbytery action at the February 2022 Presbytery of the Peaks stated meeting. 
 
   Normally the Stated Clerk search process is scheduled to take a year to complete. We had a 
challenging schedule to finalize the search in about two months which also include three major 
holidays. Rev. Carl Utley (Executive Presbyter) assisted our committee by providing an orientation 
training session.   
 
  The committee met eight times on Zoom from December 7 – February 1, 2022. 
 
  We started by revising the Stated Clerk Job Description/Qualifications (and sought the approval of 
the Committee on Administration - Personnel Work Group).  These revised documents were then 
posted on the Presbytery of the Peaks website. 
 

  We advertised the open position in Peaks Postings from early January through January 25, 2022. 
We received two applications for the position.  We interviewed each via Zoom and made our 
unanimous selection on February 1, 2022.  We are blessed to present to you an outstanding nominee 
at today’s Presbytery meeting. 
 
MOTION:  The Stated Clerk Nominating Committee nominates the Rev. Betsy Soto for the office 
of Stated Clerk for the Presbytery of the Peaks effective February 17, 2022. 
 
  Our Presbytery is also blessed to have had the wonderful leadership of our current Stated Clerk 
Rev. Dave Baker over the past year.  Dave has served us well during his time as Stated Clerk, as 
parliamentarian, problem solver and encourager.  He has been a colleague in ministry and faithful 
friend to many as well.  We thank Dave, with grateful hearts, for his service in our Presbytery. 
 
  We offer our thanks to the Presbytery staff for their valued support during this search process.  We 
also want to thank the Committee on Administration for approving the Stated Clerk Job 
Description/Qualifications in such a rapid, timely manner. 
 
  I also want to personally thank the members of this committee who used their varied gifts and 
talents to make this action of Presbytery possible.  They served you, the Presbytery of the Peaks, 
faithfully with distinction and made our time together a joy, privilege and honor for each one of us.  
Thank you, Madame Moderator and fellow commissioners, for giving us this opportunity to serve. 
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ORDER OF THE DAY: Committee on Examinations Elizabeth Link 

Elizabeth brought Rev. Mark Rackley to the Presbytery for examination. 

• Mark Rackley to serve as pastor at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg.

After questioning, Elizabeth moved that presbytery sustain Mark’s examination, enroll him as a 
member of the presbytery and authorize the Committee on Ministry to form an Installation 
Commission.  This motion was approved by consensus and Mark was received with joy as a 
minister member of the Presbytery of the Peaks, pending presbytery’s approval of the transfer of his 
ordination to the PC(USA).  

Report of the Examinations Committee 

We are bringing one candidate to the floor for the Presbytery Meeting.  His Biographical Statement 
and Statement of Faith are included. 

• Mark Rackley to serve as pastor at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church

Mark Rackley 
Biographical Statement 

I was born on December 15, 1967, to Frank and Johnnye Rackley in Austin, TX, where I lived for 
the first eighteen years of my life.  Austin was a wonderfully eclectic environment in which to grow 
up.  My home congregation growing up was the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Austin.  
As a child, it was my second home.  I am a fourth generation Cumberland Presbyterian.  Mom 
played the organ and dad sang in the choir so I sat in my grandparents ’laps during worship until I 
was too big for that.  Both of my parents worked with the children and youth of the congregation 
and presbytery.  They served as elders and deacons throughout their lives.  Most of the adults knew 
me and greeted me by name.  I knew their faces and I knew that they were my church family.  The 
seed for my call to ministry was planted through my home church.   

The youth and camp ministry of the presbytery made a huge impact on my faith development and 
on my discerning process of a call to ministry.  South Texas Presbytery had a strong children and 
youth ministry.  We had quarterly presbyterial rallies.  We went to camp together every summer.  
We traveled together to Camp NaCoMe in Centerville, TN, where our denominational camp, the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Youth Conference (CPYC), was held for many years.  We participated in 
the Presbyterian Youth Triennium when it came around.  We stayed connected even outside of the 
regularly scheduled church events.  I had opportunities to serve in leadership positions on all levels 
of the youth ministry for our presbytery and denomination helping to lead worship, recreation, and 
small group Bible study as well as serving on design teams.  By the end of my senior year of high 
school, I was talking with friends and mentors about my struggle with a call to ministry.   

Bethel University was the next step in affirming my call to ministry.  After graduating from high 
school, I decided to go to Bethel University in McKenzie, TN.  I earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics from Bethel University because I enjoy math and because people told me to have 
something on which to fall back in the event that I did not go into the ministry.  At the end of my 
sophomore year in college, I started working with the children and youth at the Milan Cumberland 
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Presbyterian Church in Milan, TN.  The math classes as well as some of the other subjects in 
college were fun and stimulating but true joy came when I was working with the people in the 
church.  The call to the ministry continued to grow and I started looking at seminaries.   

I considered attending Memphis Theological Seminary since it is a Cumberland Presbyterian 
institution.  After growing up in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and spending four years at 
Bethel University, a Cumberland Presbyterian institution, I wanted to hear and experience a new 
point of view.  Three of my professors at Bethel (Dr. William Ramsay, DeVier Ramsay, and Dr. 
Peter Hobbie) encouraged me to look at their alma mater, Union Theological Seminary and the 
Presbyterian School of Christian Education in Richmond, VA.  The dual degree program where I 
could earn a M. Div. and a M. A. in Christian Education appealed to me because of my interests in 
youth ministry.  After visiting the campus and experiencing the community, I knew that UTS/PSCE 
was where I wanted to study.   

In the summer of 1990, I started Greek school at UTS/PSCE.  While in seminary I met my wife 
Michelle.  I also participated in classes that I enjoyed even more than math.  I worked with the 
children and youth at Colonial Heights Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) in Colonial Heights, VA.  
My joy continued in my studies and my work.  My call to ministry grew stronger.   

I completed my studies at UTS/PSCE in 1994, earning a M. Div. and a M. A. in Christian 
Education but Michelle still had two more years of study at UTS/PSCE.  We got married in the 
summer of 1994.  I continued my work at Colonial Heights Presbyterian Church.  I also started 
working in the Media Center at the library at UTS/PSCE while Michelle finished her degrees.  My 
home presbytery confirmed my call to the ministry of Word and Sacrament in December of 1995 
when they ordained me in my home congregation in Austin.   

Michelle completed her M. Div. and her M. A. in Christian Education in 1996.  That summer, we 
accepted a call to be co-pastors at the Cowan Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Cowan, TN.  We 
served that church for one year and nine months.   

We moved to Rydal, GA, in April of 1998, where I was called to be the solo pastor of the Bartow 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  April of 2022 will mark twenty-four years of ministry with this 
congregation.  All three of our children (Anna, Paul, and Sarah) were born in this community.  This 
church family has helped us to raise our children.  This congregation has also helped to shape me 
into the minister that I am today.   

Anna is a sophomore at Cartersville High School.  She is active in the chorus and drama 
departments of her school.  She is also very active in a local community theatre program.  She loves 
to cook and take on projects.  Paul is a freshman at Belmont University in Nashville, TN.  He has 
not yet declared a major.  He loves music, theatre, and watching sports events.  Sarah is a junior at 
Maryville College where she is working towards a major in sociology, a minor in religion, and a 
certification in congregational ministry.  She is currently sorting through seminaries to which she 
wants to apply.   

I have maintained an active part in the Christian Education aspect of ministry throughout my life.  
Summer camps and conferences are regularly scheduled events on my calendar.  I consistently 
serve on the boards and agencies of the presbytery.  I have enjoyed helping with the events and 
projects on the denominational level throughout the years.  I have always enjoyed helping to bring 
people together to glorify God as a community of faith.   
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In my spare time, I enjoy cooking, reading, going to the theatre to watch a show, cycling, hiking, 
watching a baseball game, and anything to do with music.  Most of all, I enjoy spending time with 
my family.   

Michelle and I want to move to Virginia to be close to her parents as they are getting older.  They 
live in Christiansburg, VA.  Cumberland Presbyterian congregations are not located in Virginia.  In 
our planning to move, I have looked at jobs outside of the church but I truly believe that I am called 
to serve the church as a minister of Word and Sacrament.  I feel that serving in Presbyterian Church 
(PCUSA) makes the most sense to me.  Having received my theological education from a 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) school will help in this transition as well as having worked with the 
Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) on a regular basis throughout my career. The theology of the 
Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) align with my beliefs and practices.  I look forward to moving into 
this new position to which the Holy Spirit has called. 

Mark Rackley 
Statement of Faith 

I believe God is with us. This belief affects the way that we see ourselves and the world around 
us. It guides our actions. It gives us hope when we are feeling hopeless. It gives us comfort in 
our times of grief. It is fuel for our joy when we are celebrating God actions. It is a beacon 
when we are passing through dark times. It is truth when the world is questioning what is truth. 
It brings us peace throughout each day. God is with us.  

I believe God came into the world as a human, taking on flesh and blood and interacting 
intimately with humanity. God interacted with all of creation prior to Jesus. God’s words and 
very breath created life and order out of chaos. We have heard and read the stories of the 
burning bush, the wrestling match in the night, the pillars of smoke and fire, and all of the 
dreams. But when Jesus was born, it was different. He changed the lives of so many people: 
short ones, hurting ones, taxing ones, wealthy ones, and in fact every one of them. I believe 
God came to us in a new way through Jesus.  

I believe God remains with us even after Christ ascended and that is manifested through the 
actions of God’s community of believers. Matthew tells us that the risen Christ gave the 
disciples a commission: “Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always to the very end of the 
age.’” (Mt 28:18-20) These words of assurance, “I am with you” and “Emmanuel” book end 
Matthew’s witness (Mt 1:23; 28:20). Knowing that God is with all of us reassures me and 
inspires me to keep going each day, even to the end of the age.  

I believe God continued to work in the lives of the disciples and everyone who came in contact 
with them through the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus did not stick around with his disciples 
after giving them the great commission. Thanks to Luke, we know that he left the disciples 
right where they were, waiting in bewildered anticipation as he ascended into heaven (Lk 
24:50-53; Acts 1:10-11). Luke continued the story of how God fulfilled God’s promise to send 
the Holy Spirit so that we are not alone or without God’s life giving and sustaining presence. 
People heard the Good News and understood what was being said to them. People turned to 
God for forgiveness and for a new life in a new community of faith based on the Good News 
that God is with us. God continues to open the lives of people by bridging gaps and taking away 
barriers and traditions of society.  
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RECOMMENDATION: 
1. That presbytery sustain the examination of Mark Rackley and enroll him as a member of the
presbytery.

Committee on Ministry   Russ Merritt 

Russ moved the call of Rev. Mark Rackley of Cumberland Presbytery to serve as pastor of St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg, VA  

This motion passed by consensus.   

Russ moved the transfer of membership for Rev. Mark Rackley from Cumberland Presbytery to 
Presbytery of the Peaks via the process outlined in G-2.050a (2), granting Rev. Rackley an 
exemption from full ordination requirements by a two-thirds vote of the presbytery.  

This motion passed by consensus.   

Russ moved that presbytery grant permission to Committee on Ministry to appoint an Installation 
Commission to install Rev. Mark Rackley at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church.  

This motion passed by consensus. 

Russ moved that presbytery approve Dave Robert’s call at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church be 
changed from Associate Pastor to Co-Pastor.  

This motion passed by consensus. 

Report of the Committee on Ministry 

ACTIONS TAKEN ON BEHALF OF THE PRESBYTERY 

1. Approved the Temporary Supply contract renewal between Berry Hill Presbyterian Church and
Rev. Betsy Soto effective Jan. 1, 2022 to Dec. 31, 2022.
2. Granted Honorably Retired status to Richard Hamm, MAL, effective March 1, 2022.
3. Approved the request of Glasgow Presbyterian Church to have Margie Anderson, Missional CP,
serve as moderator effective Feb. 1, 2022.
4. Approved the request of Kayser Memorial Presbyterian Church to wave rotation of elders for a
period of three years due to small membership.
5. Approved Joyce Perez, Missional CP, as moderator for Mercy Seat Presbyterian Church
effective Jan. 13, 2022.
6. Approved the Interim Pastor Contract between Rev. Graham Mitchell and First Presbyterian
Church, Pulaski effective Jan. 9, 2022-May 31, 2022, and August 1, 2022-Dec.31, 2022.
7. Approved the Stated Supply contract renewal between Maysville and New Store Presbyterian
Churches and Rev. Kim Steinhorst effective Jan. 1, 2022 to Dec. 31, 2022.
8. Approved Rev. Don Makin as moderator for New Dublin Presbyterian Church effective for
twelve weeks during Rev. Sara Jane Nixon’s maternity leave.
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Recommend to approve the call of Rev. Mark Rackley of Cumberland Presbytery to serve as
pastor of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg, VA:

Terms of Call 
Mark Rackley 

Compensation: 
Annual Cash Salary  $            62,500.00 
SECA @50%  $               4,781.00 
Housing Allowance  $            

Total Compensation:  $  67,281.00 

Benefits: 
Medical, Pension, DD  $            23,125.00 

Total Benefits:  $ 23,125.00 

Other Expenses: 
Moving Expenses  $              8,000.00 
Continuing Education  $              1,250.00 
Professional Expenses  $              5,000.00 

Total Expenses:  $     14,250.00 

 Total Annual Cost to Church $  104,656.00 

Other Benefits: 

Vacation 4 weeks 
Study Leave 2 weeks 
Sabbatical (Eligible after 6 years) 
Family Leave                 6 weeks 
Parental Leave     8 weeks following the birth or adoption of a child 

2. Recommend to approve the transfer of membership for Rev. Mark Rackley from Cumberland
Presbytery to Presbytery of the Peaks via the process outlined in G-2.050a (2), granting Rev.
Rackley an exemption from full ordination requirements by a two-thirds vote of the presbytery.
3. Recommend to grant permission to Committee on Ministry to appoint an Installation
Commission to install Rev. Mark Rackley at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church.
4. Recommend that Dave Robert’s call at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church be changed from
Associate Pastor to Co-Pastor.
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Committee on Missions                      Bob Fiedler 
 
Bob reported on 2 Cents-A-Meal, a gift in honor of Denise Pillow, and Sharon Kandel gave an 
update on South Sudan.  
 
 

Report of the Committee on Mission 
 

INFORMATION: 

  A.    WOW!   Even during Covid interruptions, our congregations are showing a strong 
commitment to the 2 Cent-A-Meal hunger offering.   Today we say “Thank You” for the ways you 
are helping hungry people in our local area and around the world.   We are grateful to the   73 
participating congregations, working together, who have contributed $63,342.31 in 2021. 
     
 B.    GIFT OPPORTUNITIES MADE SO EASY -- Do you stress over what gift to get for a 
member of your family?  Aunt Bessie, for example.  Or Cousin Jayden?    Do you wonder what gift 
will honor a volunteer choir director who is retiring?   Or a faithful Sunday School teacher?  The 
Presbyterian Giving Catalog is here to help!  The Presbyterian Mission Agency will take your 
donation – big or small- and send a life-sustaining gift to missions in the United Stated and around 
the world. Your mission gift could be: 
 

• Fish nets for $15 to help a family feed themselves 
• A water filter system for $50 to provide safe drinking water 
• A share of a sewing machine or a deep well.   Or supplies for a community garden to grow  

nutritious food in a “food  desert”.  
•  

The Mission Committee recently “shopped” at the website presbyteriangifts.org.   At our presbytery 
meeting you will see an example of how useful the Presbyterian Giving Catalog can be.  The 
Mission Committee took up a collection among its members, and will reveal the surprise gifts 
which we selected.  They include: 

• A dairy cow to provide income and nourishment 
• Two goats producing milk, cheese, butter, and yogurt 
• Two piglets for a source of income for a family in need 
• Four families of chickens for eggs for food, feathers for pillows, and fertilizer for crops 

 
At the presbytery meeting on February 17, you will find out how this “barnyard” of mission gifts 
can make a life-changing difference, and also honor the ministry of a dedicated leader in our 
presbytery.  
 
As Presbyterians, we are a people rooted in the grace of Jesus Christ.  With gratitude we can join in 
God’s mission in the world.  And have some fun, too.  So spread the word to family and friends.  
Involve your congregation.  God is at work in the world; this is one way for us to join in!  View a 
catalog and give online at presbyteriangifts.org   or give by phone at 800 872-3283. 
We can unite with thousands of others, giving to Presbyterian Mission and bringing God’s hope to 
communities around the world.   
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C. SOUTH SUDAN UPDATE WILL FOCUS ON FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS IN
CHALLENGING SITUATIONS
Sharon Kandel, PC(USA) Mission Agency Regional Liaison for the Horn of Africa, is a mission co-
worker who has served in South Sudan.  She will briefly speak to our assembled presbytery about
the current situation in South Sudan.   Then Sharon will lead a discussion and Q&A in  one of the
breakout groups.   Sharon’s knowledge of Africa and her experience of serving alongside Christians
there will expand your vision of God’s work in the world.  Our presbytery has an active South
Sudan workgroup which is learning about South Sudan Presbyterian Churches and their ministries,
and exploring future involvement.

  Committee on Church Development   Jim Moss 

Jim reported on the grants that the CDC has recently awarded.  

Report of the Church Development Committee 

INFORMATION: 

The CDC is planning more webinars in the future, although nothing definitive has been set so 
far. 

ACTIONS: 
The CDC assigned liaisons to the five organizations awarded grants last year. 

David Baker was appointed as the chair of the New Church workgroup, and Ray Williams was 
appointed as chair of the Redevelopment workgroup. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
None. 

Overtures to the General Assembly Jeff Garrison and Dave Baker 

Jeff moved a concurrence to an overture from Savannah Presbytery on streamlining the sale of gifts 
of real estate. 

This motion passed by consensus.  

Dave Baker moved a concurrence to an overture from Northeast New Jersey on reconciling some 
language in the Book of Order.  

This motion passed by consensus.  
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To the Presbytery of the Peaks 

From:  Rev. Dr. Jeff Garrison 
Pastor, Mayberry and Bluemont Churches 

Re: Overture to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 

Date: December 7, 2021 

In 2019, Savannah Presbytery submitted an overture to the 224th General Assembly (scheduled for 
Baltimore in 2020). As you know, the 224th General Assembly did not handle any overtures due to 
COVID. Therefore, this overture will again come before the General Assembly in the summer of 
2022.  I encourage the Presbytery of the Peaks to concur with this overture.  

The title of the overture was “On Streamlining the Sale of Property Given to a Congregation as a 
Gift to Fund Ministry and Mission.” This overture will allow gifted real estate to be treated just like 
giving appreciated securities (stocks and bonds). Seven other presbyteries (Cincinnati, de Cristo, 
Florida, Grand Canyon, Mississippi, Redstone, and Sierra Blanca) have concurred with this 
overture. As I was the overture advocate as a member of Savannah Presbytery, I am familiar with 
the rationale behind the overture. Having relocated two churches to new campuses during my 
ministry while serving as pastor through six  building campaigns, I have firsthand experience on the 
need for such a change to our Book of Order.   

This overture will be OVT-040 for the 2022 General Assembly. If you look at pc-biz.org, you will 
see that the Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy recommends approval of the overture, 
while the Advisory Committee on the Constitution (ACC) does not. I am willing to address the 
concerns the ACC raises, as well as to challenge several of their claims.  

If you have any questions on this overture, please feel free to contact me at either 
parkwayrockchurches@gmail.com or (269) 804-9793.   

Second Overture             Dave Baker 

Recommendation 

The Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey respectfully overtures the 225th General Assembly 
(2022) to direct the Stated Clerk to send the following proposed amendment to the 
presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes: 

Shall F-1.0302 (c) be amended by inserting the following words [Text to be added is 
shown in bold.]: 
“Because the church is catholic, it strives everywhere to testify to Christ’s embrace of men, 
women, and children of all times, places, races, nations, ages, abilities, conditions, and 
stations in life.” 

and F-1.0404 be amended by inserting the following words [Text to be added is shown in 
bold]: “a new openness in its own membership, becoming in fact as well as in faith a 
community of women and men of all ages, races, ethnicities, abilities, and wordly 
conditions, made one in Christ by the power of the Spirit, as a visible sign of the new 15
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humanity.” 

Further, the Presbytery of Northeast NJ recommends that disability be included in future 
lists of marginalized people in policy, procedure, and liturgy. 

Rationale 

The current foundational statement (F-1.0403) already uses language inclusive of people 
with disabilities. This amendment seeks to use consistent language around disability 
throughout the Foundational statements of the book of order. 

“Well Chosen Words” (2010) states Using inclusive and expansive language is one way to 
acknowledge and celebrate all people and bring recognition and a sense of belonging to 
people who have been historically marginalized in society and even in the church.” This 
amendment would reflect this overture by making all parts of the Book of Order consistent 
in their inclusion of people with disabilities. 

People with disabilities include 26% of the US population (CDC, 2020) making it the largest 
minority group in America. People with disabilities represent an important part of our church 
and they should be named in lists of people to be included. 

Research shows a significant participation gap for people with disabilities into the life of 
the church (Ault, Collins and Carter, 2013). The inclusion of people with disabilities in 
our polity shows our intention to be inclusive of this group. 

We identify as being “people of the word,” marking both our commitment to Biblical 
scholarship and exegesis and the importance of the words that we use when preaching, 
teaching, and guiding our church’s polity. These small corrections reflect the value and 
importance that we put on the use of consistent inclusive language throughout our policies. 

References: 

CDC: Disability Impacts All: 
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/infographic- disability-impacts-
all.html 

 Well Chosen Words: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/well-chosen-words/ 
Ault, Collins and Carter (2013): 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/235381799_Congregational_Participation_and_Sup
por ts_for_Children_and_Adults_with_Disabilities_Parent_Perceptions DOI:10.1352/1934-
9556- 51.01.048 
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Nominations Committee Michael Nevergold 

Michael moved that Presbytery elect the following Teaching and Ruling Elders to the following 
positions.  After an opportunity for nominations from the floor, this motion was approved by 
consensus. 

Report of the Committee on Nominations 

ADMINISTRATION 

John Arehart  RE 2023 Farmville 

Mikel Pugh  TE 2024 Chatham 

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 

Shelda Wills  RE  2024 Christiansburg 

MINISTRY 

John Collins RE 2022 Chatham 

David Smith RE 2024 Farmville 

MISSIONS 

Beth Mattson RE 2022 Blacksburg 

REPRESENTATION 

Ronald Coleman RE 2022  Altavista 

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT POLICY 

Robert Morris CP 2023 Old Brick 

Joyce Bolden RE 2024  Fifth Avenue 

TRUSTEES 

Chad McCain TE 2024 Member at Large 
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Report of the Stated Clerk Dave Baker 

Dave gave a brief overview of his written reports, said a few words about his new call, and 
reminded the Presbytery to complete the online evaluation form.  He also reported that we had 66 
TEs, 8 CPs, 57 REs, and 47 non-voting attendees for a total attendance of 178.   

Installation of New Stated Clerk Dave Baker 

Dave installed incoming Stated Clerk Betsy Soto with prayer.  

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That the Standing Rules be suspended in order to conduct an
electronic meeting via Zoom according to the same rules for electronic meetings adopted at the June
13, 2020 meeting. (The actions of this and similar meetings are subject to ratification at the next
regular in-person meeting of the Presbytery when such a meeting can be held safely. It is offered
because there is no other way for the Presbytery to responsibly conduct its business during the
pandemic.)

2. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That the minutes of the November 18, 2022 Stated Meeting of the
Presbytery of the Peaks, as reviewed by those persons designated by the Standing Rules, be
approved.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION 

 INFORMATION: 

The Committee on Administration met on December 8, 2021 and January 18, 2022 via 

Zoom. 

ACTIONS REPORTED: 
1. Approved staff bonuses for the additional work required during the Pandemic.
2. Approved reimbursement to the Two Cents a Meal Program for salary costs covered during the
eight week period of the Paycheck Protection Program Grant.
3. Approved a contract with Internet Outreach for website hosting for a period of one year.
4. Approved the resignation of Dave Baker from the Communications Director position effective
January 31, 2022.
5. Approved the Communications Director position description and authorized Carl Utley to begin
the search process for the position.
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1. FOR CONSENT AGENDA-Recommend the Presbytery approve the following financial terms
for staff:

2022 2022 2022 2022 BOP Prof. Cont. Total 

Name Salary  SECA  Housing 
Cash 
Salary Total Expense Ed. Package 

Utley, Carl 59,498 7,210 27,540 94,248 36,614 14,000 1,200 146,062 

Baker, Dave 36,208 5,692 32,500 74,400 28,514 500 103,414 

REPORT OF THE CABINET 
INFORMATION: 

The Cabinet met on January 27, 2022 via Zoom. 

Cabinet reviewed the proposed Manual of Operations from the Transformation Team. 
Committee chairs will get specific feedback to Dave and the Transformation Team will meet 
again with each committee regarding the new structure. 

The Racial Equity group will be recommending a Bible study to help people with this topic, and 
will offer guided discussion for Pastors and Commissioned Pastors on how to address the topic 
in churches. 

ACTIONS REPORTED: 
The May Stated Meeting of Presbytery will be virtual. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
None. 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

INFORMATION: 
The Trustees met on January 19, 2022 via Zoom. 

ACTIONS REPORTED: 
The Trustees approved an initial distribution of funds ($1,000 each) from the sale of the Clarktown 
property to the five Black Caucus churches as outlined in the agreement dated May 7, 2013. 

The Trustees appointed a workgroup to inspect the Trinity, Ridgeway property. The workgroup is 
composed of John Fedison, Helen Dean, Tracy Hinchcliff, Carl Utley and Robin Padgett. 

The Trustees approved the following slate of officers for 2022: John Fedison President 
Kelvin Perry Vice President 
Walter Jones Secretary 
Bob Berkley Treasurer 
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The Trustees approved the 2021 Annual Report. The financial information will be appended when 
completed. (See attached). 

2021 
ANNUAL REPORT 

PRESBYTERY OF THE PEAKS BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The following is a report of the activities of the Board of Trustees of the Presbytery of the Peaks, 
for the year 2021. 

Meetings: 

January 21, 2021- Zoom Meeting 
March 31, 2021- Zoom Meeting 
April 7, 2021- Zoom Meeting 
July 21, 2021- Zoom Meeting 
October 12, 2021- Zoom Meeting 

Officers: 

At its annual meeting on 1/21/21, the Board of Directors elected the following officers for a one 
year term during 2021: 

John Fedison-President 
Morgan Whitfield-Vice President 
Walter Jones- Secretary 
Bob Berkley-Treasurer 

Board of Directors: 

Class of 2023 Helen Dean 
Janice Wells 
Walter Jones (Secretary) Bob 
Berkley (Treasurer) 

Class of 2022 John Fedison (President) 
Tracy Hinchcliff 
Barry Long Howard 
Jennings 

Class of 2021 David Dickerson 
Duke Ferrell 
Morgan Whitfield (Vice-President) 
Kelvin Perry 

20



Summary of Actions for 2021: 

Paycheck Protection Program 

The Trustees and Committee on Administration approved for the Presbytery of the Peaks to 
participate in the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) for COVID 19 relief. The Presbytery 
received a second grant from the program in 2021 for $49,500. 

RD Holmes Presbyterian Church 

At the May 2021 Presbytery meeting, the RD Holmes Presbyterian Church was declared extinct. 
The Trustees initiated action to have the deed transferred to Trustees of the Presbytery of the 
Peaks. This deed was issued in September 2021 along with title insurance. A subcommittee of 
the Trustees met at the church in December 2021 to inspect the property and meet the ruling 
members of the Community Pentecostal Holiness Church (this church has leased the property for 
the past six years). 

Trinity Presbyterian Church, Ridgeway 

The Trustees of the Presbytery of the Peaks were appointed as the Administrative Commission 
for the Trinity Presbyterian Church at the February 2021 Presbytery meeting. A title search 
revealed the property was owned by the PCUSA A Corporation. A deed of transfer was 
executed in 2021 transferring the property to the Trustees of the Presbytery of the Peaks. The 
Presbytery declared the Trinity Presbyterian Church extinct at the May 1, 2021 Presbytery 
meeting. 

Glen Wilton Presbyterian Church 

The Trustees oversaw the modified work on the Glen Wilton Presbyterian Church (deed to this 
property is held by the Trustees of the Presbytery of the Peaks). ECC contractors were employed 
four years ago to repair structural damage to the building caused by a tree falling into the bell 
tower. The contractor completed the modified work to waterproof and secure the building. 

John Fedison and Walter Jones from the Trustees were appointed to the Administrative 
Commission for the Glen Wilton Presbyterian Church at the May 1, 2021 Presbytery meeting. 
Due to a reversion clause in the deed, the Trustees requested a title search on the property in 
2021. 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

The Trustees approved the request of the Blacksburg Presbyterian Church to sell property 
bequeathed to the church by a former member. Proceeds from the sale were slated to be 
allocated to the following: 

50% to a fund for large grants for immediate mission giving 
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30% invested in an endowment for ongoing Mission giving locally and 
internationally 20% for unforeseen church projects or needs 

 
Kayser Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

The Trustees approved payment to the Kayser Presbyterian Church for storm damage to 
the church property up to $1,826.23. 

 
Clarktown Presbyterian Church 

 

The Trustees secured a deed and title insurance in the name of the Trustees of the Presbytery of 
the Peaks in 2021. The first payments to the Black Caucus churches from this property are 
slated for January 2022. 

 
Financial Report 

 

Will be appended following receipt of year end results. 

Respectfully Submitted 

John Fedison 
 
 
 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY 

INFORMATION: 

 Four candidates studying to prepare for ministry under the care of COPM 
o Terri Cornwell - studying through Dubuque Seminary 
o Emily Sutphin - studying at Princeton Seminary 
o Rachel Sutphin - studying post M.Div at Louisville Theological Seminary 
o Karen Watson - studying at Union Presbytery Seminary (Charlotte) 

 

ACTIONS REPORTED: 

1. None at this time. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Please hold our candidates in prayer 
2. Pray for each of us to be alert to God’s calling and to encourage others to serve in the 
Kingdom. 
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REPORT OF THE SESSION RECORDS WORK GROUP 

INFORMATION: 

 The Session Records Work Group continues to review past, as well as current Session
Minutes.  To date, members have reviewed 349 sets of 2002-2004 Minutes, 113 sets of
2005 Minutes, 122 sets of 2006 Minutes, 122 sets of 2007 Minutes, 117 sets of 2008
Minutes, 113 sets of 2009 Minutes, 107 sets of 2010 Minutes, 104 sets of 2011 Minutes,
102 sets of 2012 Minutes, 94 sets of 2013 Minutes, 91 sets of 2014 Minutes, 95 sets of
2015 Minutes, 88 sets of 2016 Minutes, 85 sets of 2017 Minutes, 80 sets of 2018
Minutes, 56 sets of 2019 Minutes, and 49 sets of 2020 Minutes for a total of 1,887 sets of
Session Minutes.  Please see the quarterly report showing the running record of Minutes
submitted for review.

 Materials to assist Clerks of Session in their duties are available on-line through the
Presbytery website at www.peakspresbytery.org.  Click on “Resources”; then click on
“Forms & Documents”; then click on “Session Records” to view these materials.

 The Rev. David Baker conducted a Clerk of Session Advanced Training event by Zoom
in November 2021, as well as a Clerk of Session Basic Training event by Zoom in
January 2022.  Both events were recorded and are available on the Presbytery website at
www.peakspresbytery.org.  Click on “Resources”; then click on “Clerks of Session
Training” to view the videos and PowerPoint presentations.

 Past or current sets of Session Minutes may be submitted for review at any time.  Please
note that 2021 Session Minutes are due for review during 2022.  The Work Group
reviews Session Minutes alphabetically by church name.  The schedule for the review of
2021 Session Minutes in 2022 is as follows:

• February 17 – Churches with names beginning with A-C
• May 7 – Churches with names beginning with D-H
• August 20 – Churches with names beginning with J-O
• November 17 – Churches with names beginning with P-W

 Until the Presbytery of the Peaks can meet again in person, churches are asked to
EITHER mail hard copies of the Minutes (no binders, please), along with a completed
“Session Records Review Form,” to Shelda Wills, Session Records Work Group Chair,
Christiansburg Presbyterian Church, 107 West Main Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073,
OR email digital copies of the Minutes, along with the completed “Session Records
Review Form,” to swills@usit.net.  Contact Shelda at 540-382-2802 with questions.
Churches should NOT send Minutes to the Presbytery Office!

ACTIONS REPORTED: 

1. The Work Group wishes to make its Annual Report based on the Book of Order (G-
3.0107 and G- 3.0108):

As of January 31, 49 churches had submitted 2020 Session Minutes for review.  Each
church submitting 2020 Session Minutes for review in 2021 received a certificate of
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appreciation.  The 9 churches in bold marked by an asterisk (*) received a gold seal on 
the certificate for submitting minutes that were “Approved Without Exception.” 

* Altavista Amherst Appomattox PE 
* Bedford * Berry Hill Blacksburg 
* Bluemont Briery Campbell Memorial 
* Christiansburg Clarksville Clifton Forge 
College * Covenant Cumberland 
Danville, First * Diamond Hill Douglas 
Fairlawn Farmville Forest 
Hermon Kayser Memorial Kentuck 
Low Moor Martinsville, First Massies Mill 
Maysville McAllister Memorial Meherrin 
Mizpah Mount Carmel New Dublin 
Northminster Northside Oak Level 
Old Brick Peaks * Pearisburg
Radford * Raleigh Court Roanoke Valley
Rustburg Saint Andrew South Boston, First
Village Villamont West End
Williamson Memorial

As of January 31, 65 churches had not submitted their 2020 Session Minutes for review. 

Appomattox CH Arvon  Beale Memorial 
Belmont Belspring Bethlehem 
Brookneal Browns Buchanan 
Buffalo Chatham Collinsville, First 
Colonial Concord Cool Spring  
Coolwell Covington, First Danube 
Davis Memorial Drakes Branch  Falling Spring 
Fellowship  Fifth Avenue  Fincastle 
Floyd  Forest Hills  Fork Union 
Gethsemane  Glasgow Glen Wilton 
Grace  Harmony Hat Creek 
High Bridge  Holbrook Street Jamestown 
Lynchburg, First Madisonville  Mallow 
Mary Horner Walker Mayberry Memorial 
Mercy Seat  Montvale Narrows, First 
New Concord  New Store  Oak View 
Old Concord  Peace  Phenix 
Pisgah  Pulaski, First  Quaker Memorial 
Roanoke Roanoke, Second Rocky Mount 
Rough Creek  Salem  Sinking Spring 
Trinity, Arvonia Trinity Ecumenical Parish Unity 
Virginia Westminster 
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 = Session Minutes Received and Reviewed
(as of January 31, 2022) 

Name of Church 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Name of Church 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
Altavista       Covenant       
Amherst       Covington, First      
Appomattox CH    Cumberland       
Appomattox PE    Danube    
Arvon  Danville, First      
Beale Memorial Davis Memorial 
Bedford       Diamond Hill       
Belmont    Douglas       
Belspring   Drakes Branch     
Berry Hill       Fairlawn       
Bethlehem   Falling Spring     
Blacksburg       Farmville       
Bluemont       Fellowship 
Briery       Fifth Avenue   
Brookneal      Fincastle    
Browns Floyd      
Buchanan     Forest       
Buffalo  Forest Hills      
Campbell Memorial      Fork Union  
Chatham      Gethsemane 
Christiansburg       Glasgow    
Clarksville     Glen Wilton 
Clifton Forge       Grace    
College       Harmony 
Collinsville, First     Hat Creek 
Colonial     Hermon       
Concord High Bridge     
Cool Spring Holbrook Street     
Coolwell Jamestown 
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Name of Church 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Name of Church 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
Kayser Memorial      Pearisburg       
Kentuck       Phenix 
Low Moor       Pisgah 
Lynchburg, First     Pulaski, First    
Madisonville    Quaker Memorial     
Mallow      Radford       
Martinsville, First       Raleigh Court       
Mary Horner Walker      Roanoke   
Massies Mill      Roanoke, Second   
Mayberry      Roanoke Valley       
Maysville       Rocky Mount     
McAllister Memorial       Rough Creek    
Meherrin       Rustburg       
Memorial     Saint Andrew       
Mercy Seat Salem      
Mizpah       Sinking Spring 
Montvale    South Boston, First       
Mount Carmel      Trinity, Arvonia  
Narrows, First Trinity Ecumenical     
New Concord     Unity 
New Dublin       Village       
New Store     Villamont     
Northminster       Virginia    
Northside       West End       
Oak Level       Westminster  
Oak View     Williamson Memorial       
Old Brick       
Old Concord      
Peace     
Peaks       Totals 95 88 85 80 56 49 

Grand Total of Minutes Reviewed from 2002-2020 = 1,887 
Total includes:  115 (2002), 117 (2003), 117 (2004), 113 (2005), 122 (2006), 122 (2007), 117 (2008), 113 (2009), 107 (2010), 104 (2011), 102 (2012), 94 (2013), 91 (2014). 
Dismissed:  Bethel, Bouldin Memorial, Dublin, Elon, Falling Spring (Alleghany County), First (Roanoke), Galatia, New Hope, Northminster (Madison Heights), Piedmont, Providence, Rivermont, Slate Mountain, Spring Garden (Danville 
area), Walker’s.  Closed by Presbytery:  Clarktown, Covenant (Lynchburg), Laurel Grove.  Merged:  Green Ridge with Northminster, Shelton Memorial with Unity.  Dissolved:  Holmes Memorial, Matthews Memorial, Trinity (Ridgeway). 
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Closing Business 

Helen thanked the worship leaders, those sharing their faith before the Presbytery, our elected 
leaders and the Presbytery staff.   

Helen closed the meeting with prayer at 11:25 a.m. and dismissed the Presbytery to its 
breakout groups.   

Submitted by,  

Rev. David Baker, Stated Clerk for the Presbytery of the Peaks 
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2021 Necrology List for Elders and Christian Educators 

Name Church Date 
LeeAnn Head Altavista Presbyterian Church 05-01-21
Patricia Margaret Browwell Appomattox CH Presbyterian Church 03-31-21
Wanda Williams Simpson Appomattox CH Presbyterian Church 11-10-21
Averette Simpson Jr. Appomattox PE Presbyterian Church 01-22-21
Al Toney Bedford Presbyterian Church 01-22-21
Barbara Ruth Houston Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 01-11-21
Easley Stone Smith Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 02-02-21
Vincent Chester Talley Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 03-09-21
Martha Mae Sparks Ludden Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 02-25-21
Robert Justin Styne, Sr. Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 03-08-21
Mirto Anthony Corte Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 09-16-21
David Ross Goff Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 11-22-21
Barbara Whiteside Rice Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church 01-30-21
Richard Waldo Miller Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church 08-09-21
Dorothy Elizabeth Dail 
Porterfield 

College Presbyterian Church 03-04-21

Olcy Esther Kernodle College Presbyterian Church 04-11-21
John Watson Hall College Presbyterian Church 07-16-21
Carol Ann Carter College Presbyterian Church 08-09-21
Robert “Bob” Guthrie Colonial Presbyterian Church 08-31-21
Eddie C. Baldwin Colonial Presbyterian Church 10-08-21
Frank Harman Colonial Presbyterian Church 10-12-21
Charles Penick Covenant Presbyterian Church 1-18-21
William R. Fitzgerald First Presbyterian Church, Danville 08-21-21
James A. Motley First Presbyterian Church, Danville 12-19-21
Morris Bailey Diamond Hill Presbyterian Church 03-01-21
Judy Ruben Fairlawn Presbyterian Church 07-09-21
Ruth Simpkins Fairlawn Presbyterian Church 09-25-21
Dorothy M. Ramsey Falling Spring Presbyterian Church 01-28-21
Harry L. McKissick Farmville Presbyterian Church 10-06-2021
Alan Ahrens Forest Presbyterian Church 09-03-21
Loren Brown 
Commissioned Ruling Elder 

Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 01-29-21

Margaret Nagle Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 03-23-21
Marilyn Fisher Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 05-24-21
Virginia Pinkerton Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 08-01-21
Norman Claytor, Sr. Glasgow Presbyterian Church 01-21
Gilbert Horne Grace Presbyterian Church 05-12-21
Anne McClelland Braford High Bridge Presbyterian Church 06-24-21
Marilyn Bliss Kayser Memorial Presbyterian Church 06-07-21
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Johnnie B. Adams, Jr. Kentuck Presbyterian Church 11-23-21
Helen Hawkes First Presbyterian Church, Martinsville 01-25-21
Walter Altizer First Presbyterian Church, Martinsville 02-16-21
Sarah Vicki Wells First Presbyterian Church, Martinsville 06-15-21
Gene Stanley First Presbyterian Church, Martinsville 10-01-21
Berkley Miller Key McAllister Memorial Presbyterian Church 01-05-21
Ray Edgar Williams, Sr. McAllister Memorial Presbyterian Church 01-25-21
James Gilman Flint McAllister Memorial Presbyterian Church 02-17-21
Joseph Andrew Wimer, Sr. McAllister Memorial Presbyterian Church 03-01-21
Cary Hightower Barksdale, Sr. Mercy Seat Presbyterian Church 12-25-21
John D. Sadler 
New Dublin Minister 1965-1971 

New Dublin Presbyterian Church 02-22-21

Thomas H. Pifer, Sr. New Dublin Presbyterian Church 07-31-21
William Waddell, Jr. Northminster Presbyterian Church 04-28-21
James M. Warren, III Northminster Presbyterian Church 06-20-21
Lois Hopkins Northminster Presbyterian Church 07-16-21
Frances Stevens Northminster Presbyterian Church 07-29-21
Harley A. Walker Northminster Presbyterian Church 07-03-21
Ray Williams Northminster Presbyterian Church 08-30-21
Robert Martin Northside Presbyterian Church 06-27-21
S. Baxter Wilson Oak Level Presbyterian Church 11-11-21
Elsie G. Hatcher 
Christian Educator 

Peaks Presbyterian Church 02-09-21

Margaret K. Campbell Peaks Presbyterian Church 05-15-21
Donald Frederick Walker Pearisburg Presbyterian Church 11-09-21
Richard Amos DeBusk Pearisburg Presbyterian Church 12-25-21
Rachel Faris Dettaren First Presbyterian Church, Pulaski 01-11-21
Cecil Driskill Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 01-15-21
John “Jack” Kerr 
Christian Educator 

Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 02-06-21

Laura Munson Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 06-29-21
Larry Williams Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 09-06-21
Meg Roach Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 12-21-21
Scott Delicate Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 12-24-21
George Harvey, Sr. Presbyterian Church of Radford 02-24-21
Lura Alice Robertson Presbyterian Church of Radford 03-07-21
Ted Bostic Presbyterian Church of Radford 10-21-21
Betty B. Hosp Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 06-03-21
Jerry Barnett, Sr. Salem Presbyterian Church 11-17-20
Margaret McClung Salem Presbyterian Church 12-23-20
Rev.William R. Klein 
Pastor Emeritus 

Second Presbyterian Church 02-26-21

Dr. Joseph Ferguson First Presbyterian Church, South Boston 01-17-21
Joe Vipperman Trinity Ecumenical Parish 01-23-21
Brian Raub Trinity Ecumenical Parish 03-10-21
Robert C. Roberts Westminster Presbyterian Church 11-01-21
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Linda Kile Williamson Memorial Presbyterian Church 09-28-21

2021 Necrology for Ministers 

Robert A. Wilson 01-25-21
Sherwood F. Smith 02-07-21
William R. Klein 02-26-21
Walker Pettyjohn 04-07-21
William M. Plonk 04-10-21
David C. Etheridge 06-09-21
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Active Ministers, 2021 February May August November 
Matthew Aldas P P N/A N/A 
Kyle Allen P P P P 
George Anderson P P A P 
David Baker P P P P 
Philip Bouknight P E P P 
Ben Brannan VM P E P 
Paul Brokaw A A A A 
Beth Broschart P P P P 
Jen Brothers P P E P 
Dale Brown P P HR HR 
Janet Chisom P P E P 
Steve Darr A A A P 
Linda Dickerson E P P P 
Susi Ennis P P P P 
Isabella Fagiani P P P P 
Janice Fraser A A A A 
Jeff Garrison P P P P 
Annette Goard P P P P 
Kelsey Hawisher-Faul P P P P 
Peter Hawisher-Faul P P P P 
Michael Hickman A A A A 
Mark Hinchcliff P P P HR 
Geoff Hubbard P P P P 
Herndon Jeffreys P P P A 
Kim Jeffreys P P P A 
Keith Leach P P E P 
Elizabeth Link P E P P 
Don Makin P P P P 
Lisa Marshall P A E P 
Gary Marshall P P E P 
Sarah Martin P P P P 
Robert McLavey P P P P 
Melissa McNair-King P P MAL-E MAL-E 
Russ Merritt P P E P 
Brian Miles E P A P 
Kristi Miles P P P P 
Bea Miller P P P E 
Christy Mitchell P P P P 
Loren Mitchell E E N/A N/A 
Jonathan Moelker N/A N/A VISITOR P 
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Jim  Moss A P P A 
Sara Jane Nixon A P P P 
Cheryl Peeples P P P E 
Jennifer  Powell N/A N/A P P 
Mikel Pugh P P P P 
David Roberts P P P P 
John Salley P P P P 
Pete  Smith VM VM A P 
Betsy  Soto E P P P 
Eduardo Soto E P E P 
Kim  Steinhorst P P P P 
William  Strong A A A A 
Jude Swanson N/A N/A VISITOR A 
Anghaarad Teague-Dees N/A N/A N/A VM 
Peter Thompson P E P E 
Allison Unroe P A E P 
Carlton Utley P P P P 
Andrew Whaley P E A P 
Morgan Whitfield P P P P 
John Wiederholt P P P P 
Sarah Wiles P A P P 
Brent Williams P P P P 
Steve  Willis P P E P 
Rodney Wilson A A A A 

 

Honorably Retired Ministers February May August November 
Terry  Blevins     
Bill Charles N/A N/A P  
Glenn  Coleman   P P 
Nancy Dawson E P P E 
David  Dickerson P P P P 
Robert Fiedler P  P P 
Dusty Fiedler P  P P 
David Gellert     
George C Goodman P P   
Tupper Garden P P P P 
Marina Gopadze    P 
Robert  Hall     
Skip Hastings P P P P 
W.D. Hasty P P P P 
Shirley Larson P   P 
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Nancy Morris P P  P 
Gary Scheidt    P 
Louis Skidmore     
James Slate P P P  
Hugh Springer     
George Wilson P P P P 

 

Ministers At Large/Validated Ministry February May August November 
Ellen Anderson A A A A 
Kathy Carpenter P E P P 
David Etheridge E E DECEASED N/A 
Todd Hester A A A A 
Shawn  Hyska N/A N/A VM P 
Emily Hunter P P P P 
Paul  Johnson A A A A 
Andy King A A N/A N/A 
Jeff Kisner A A A A 
Chad  McCain P P P P 
Amy Merrill-Willis A A E P 
Rachel Shepherd E E P E 
Susan Verbrugge P A E E 
Robin  Williamson A A E A 
Ellen Woodworth A A A A 

 

Commissioned Pastors February May August November 
Margie Anderson P P P P 
Todd Atkins A A A A 
Diane  Baldwin P P P P 
Phil Berry A A P A 
Dick Boswell A P P P 
Terri Cornwell P P E P 
Richard Henderson P P E P 
Naomi Hodge-Muse P A P P 
Jan McGilliard P A P A 
Bill Meneeley A A A A 
Robert  Morris A A A A 
Kelvin  Perry A P P A 
Mike Price A A A A 
William Rountree A A A A 
Tony Ward A A A A 
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Report of Churches Attending Presbytery Meetings in 2021 
 

                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sort Name Feb May Aug Nov 
Altavista X X X X 
Amherst     
Appomattox CH     
Appomattox PE X    
Arvon     
Beale Memorial     
Bedford X X X  
Belmont     
Belspring     
Berry Hill X  X  
Bethlehem     
Blacksburg   X X 
Bluemont   X X 
Briery  X   
Brookneal     
Browns     
Buchanan X X X X 
Buffalo     
Campbell Memorial X X X X 
Chatham X   X 
Christiansburg X X X X 
Clarksville X X X X 
Clifton Forge     
College X X X X 
Collinsville, First X X X X 
Colonial X  X  
Concord     
Cool Spring  X X X 
Coolwell     
Covenant, Roanoke X X X X 
Covington, First X X X X 
Cumberland X    
Danube     
Danville, First X X X X 
     

 

Sort Name Feb May Aug Nov 
Davis Memorial     
Diamond Hill X X X X 
Douglas     
Drakes Branch   X  
Fairlawn   X X 
Falling Spring RC     
Farmville X X X X 
Fellowship     
Fifth Avenue X X X X 
Fincastle X X X X 
Floyd X X X X 
Forest X X X X 
Forest Hills  X   
Fork Union     
Gethsemane X    
Glasgow X    
Glen Wilton     
Grace     
Harmony     
Hat Creek     
Hermon     
High Bridge  X   
Holbrook St. X X X X 
Holmes Memorial     
Jamestown     
Kayser Memorial     
Kentuck     
Low Moor X  X X 
Lynchburg, First X X X X 
Madisonville  X X  
Mallow X   X 
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Sort Name Feb May Aug Nov 
Martinsville, First X X X X 
Mary Horner Walker     
Massies Mill     
Mayberry   X  
Maysville X   X 
McAllister Memorial  X  X 
Meherrin     
Memorial     
Mercy Seat    X 
Mizpah X X X X 
Montvale     
Mt Carmel X   X 
Narrows, First     
New Concord X X X  
New Dublin    X 
New Store     
Northminster X   X 
Northside X X X X 
Oak Level X    
Oak View     
Old Brick X  X  
Old Concord X    
Peace  X X  
Peaks     
Pearisburg X X  X 

 

Sort Name Feb May Aug Nov 
Phenix     
Pisgah     
Pulaski, First X X   
Quaker Memorial X X X X 
Radford   X  
Raleigh Court X X X X 
Roanoke     
Roanoke Valley  X X  
Rocky Mount     
Rough Creek     
Rustburg     
Saint Andrew X X X X 
Salem X X X X 
Second X X X X 
Sinking Spring     
South Boston, First X X X X 
Trinity, Arvonia     
Trinity, Ridgeway     
Trinity/SML X    
Unity   X  
Village X    
Villamont     
Virginia     
West End     
Westminster X X X X 
Williamson Memorial     
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Altavista 
Amherst 
Appomattox CH 
Bedford 
Belspring 
Berry Hill 
Bethlehem 
Blacksburg 
Bluemont 
Briery 
Brookneal 
Buchanan 
Campbell Memorial 
Chatham 
Christiansburg 
Clarksville 
Clifton Forge 
College 
Concord 
Cool Spring 
Coolwell 
Covenant, Roanoke 
Covington, First 
Cumberland 
Diamond Hill 
Drakes Branch 
Fairlawn 
Falling Spring (RC) 
Farmville 
Fincastle 
Forest 
Forest Hills 
Fork Union 
Glasgow 
Grace 
High Bridge 
Kentuck 

 

Low Moor 
Lynchburg, First 
Mallow 
Martinsville, First 
Massies Mill 
Mayberry 
Maysville 
McAllister Memorial 
Meherrin 
Memorial 
Mizpah 
Montvale 
New Concord 
New Dublin 
New Store 
Oak View 
Old Brick 
Old Concord 
Peace 
Peaks 
Pearisburg 

      Pisgah 
Pulaski, First 
Quaker Memorial 
Radford 
Raleigh Court 
Roanoke Valley 
Rustburg 
Salem 
Second, Roanoke 
South Boston, First 
Trinity Ecumenical 

    Trinity, New Canton 
Unity 

 

Villamont 
Williamson Memorial 
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