
PRESBYTERY OF THE PEAKS 

 
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-THIRD STATED 

MEETING 

 

FEBRUARY 13, 2020 

 

FOREST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH        

FOREST, VIRGINIA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRESBYTERY OF THE PEAKS 

SYNOD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 

 
108 Melinda Dr. 

Lynchburg, Virginia 24502 

www.peakspresbytery.org 

office@peakspresbytery.org 

 

 

 

http://www.peakspresbytery.org/


Presbytery of the Peaks 

One Hundred  

Twenty-Third Stated Meeting 

Forest Presbyterian Church, Forest, VA 

February 13, 2020 

 
The MISSION of the Presbytery of the Peaks (approved by POP 8/19) 

is building partnerships in Christ, to empower communities of faith to be the 

Body of Christ for the world. 

 

 
 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS:  PAGE 

Attendance  1 
Welcome, Call to Order, Declaration of a Quorum  6 

Moderator Appointments  6 

Approval of Docket and Consent Agenda  6 

We Gather to Worship   7 

Ministry Made Possible  10 

Report of the Cabinet, Mission Study Report  10 

Report of the Examinations Committee  16 

Report of the Committee on Ministry  23 

Report of the Committee on Administration  25 

Report of the Missions Committee  29 

Report of the Nominating Committee  29 

Report of the Moderator  30 

Report of the Trustees  30 

Report of the Stated Clerk  33 

Report of the Presbyterian Women  39 

Report of the Session Records Workgroup  40 

Report of the Black Caucus  42 

Report of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry  42 

2019 Necrology List  43 

Report of the Committee on Discipleship  46 

Closing Business:  Attendance/Absences/Resolution of Appreciation  46 

Appendix A:  Financials for December  47 

Appendix B:   Session Records Reviewed by Year  52 

 

 

_______________________________                        _______________________________ 
                       John Wiederholt                                                                               Skip Marin 

                          Stated Clerk                                                                                   Moderator  

 



ATTENDANCE 2-13-20 PRESBYTERY MEETING 

 

Active Ministers of the Word and Sacrament Present 

 

George Anderson Keith Leach Mikel Pugh 

David Baker Don Makin Dave Roberts 

Philip Bouknight Lisa Marshall Tom Robinson 

Paul Brokaw Gary Marshall Rachel Shepherd 

Dale Brown Chad McCain Betsy Soto 

Kathy Carpenter Bob McLavey Ed Soto 

Janet Chisom Melissa McNair-King Kim Steinhorst 

Linda Dickerson Amy Merrill Willis Peter Thompson 

Janice Fraser Russ Merritt Rachel Thompson 

Annette Goard Brian Miles Carl Utley 

Mark Hinchcliff Bea Miller Andrew Whaley 

Geoff Hubbard Loren Mitchell Morgan Whitfield 

Herndon Jeffreys Jim Moss John Wiederholt 

Kim Jeffreys Sara Jane Nixon Steve Willis 

 

 

Active Ministers of the Word and Sacrament Excused 

 

Kyle Allen Christy Mitchell Brent Williams 

Jason Grimes John Salley  

Elizabeth Link William Strong  

 

 

Active Ministers of the Word and Sacrament Absent 

 

Matthew Aldas Sarah Martin Robin Williamson 

Steve Darr Kristi Miles Rodney Wilson 

Michael Hickman Allison Unroe  

 

 

Members at Large Excused 

 

David Etheridge Ginny Taylor-Troutman  

Andy King Susan Verbrugge  

 

 

Members at Large Absent 

 

Ellen Anderson Emily Hunter Jeff Kisner 

Todd Hester Paul Johnson Ellen Woodworth 
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Honorably Retired Ministers of the Word and Sacrament Present 

 

Nancy Dawson George Goodman Jim Johns 

David Dickerson Tupper Garden Joe McCutchen 

Robert Fiedler Robert Hall Gary Scheidt 

Dusty Fiedler Skip Hastings Jim Slate 

David Gellert W.D. Hasty George Wilson 

 

 

Commissioned Pastors Present 

 

Phil Berry Terri Cornwell  

Dick Boswell Richard Henderson  

 

 

Commissioned Pastors Excused 

 

Margie Anderson 

Al Jacobs 

Barbara Jacobs 

Tony Ward 

 

   

 

Commissioned Pastors Absent 

 

Todd Adkins Jan McGilliard Kelvin Perry 

Diane Baldwin Bill Meneeley Mike Price 

Lynwood Ladd Naomi Hodge-Muse William Rountree 

 

 

Cabinet and Committee Chairs Attending 

 

Pam Claterbaugh Richard Claterbaugh Skip Martin 

Theresa Underwood Michael Nevergold  

Smith Chaney Helen Dean  

 

 

Voting Elders for Churches 

 

Altavista Kevin deBernard  

Amherst Ned Kable  

Appomattox CH Jean Hacker  

Bedford John Blair  

Berry Hill Judy Edwards  

Bethlehem Nancy Dodd  

Blacksburg Susan Barnard  

Blacksburg Garland McKenzie  

Bluemont Elmo McAlexander  
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Briery Barry Mason  

Buchanan Peggy Ramsey  

Buffalo Patricia Hudson  

Chatham Judy Hanks  

Christiansburg Shelda Wills  

Clarksville Jill Allen  

College Tom Mayo  

Collinsville, First Kym Wiederholt  

Covenant Gene Collier  

Covenant  John Munton  

Danville, First Martha Bell  

Diamond Hill Kit Dean  

Drakes Branch Willie Pettus  

Fairlawn Carolyn Southern  

Falling Spring Marjorie Austin  

Farmville Jennifer Lawhorne  

Fifth Avenue Joyce Bolden  

Fifth Avenue Ray Williams  

Fincastle Becky Downs  

Floyd Joyce Blevins  

Forest Hills Marty Sherwood  

Gethsemane Janice Wells  

Glasgow Judy Loughead  

High Bridge Joanna Lotts  

Holbrook St. Elease Wilson  

Low Moor Jimmy Holt  

Lynchburg, First Tance Laughon  

Lynchburg, First Bill Wescott  

Madisonville Judy Bernaldo  

Mallow Melvin Persinger  

Martinsville, First Denny Casey  

Martinsville, First Monica Stevens  

Mayberry Martha Nyquist  

McAllister Memorial Gus Hayslett  

Mercy Seat Dale Van Osten  

Mizpah Gail McCullough  

New Dublin Dale Flory  

New Store Terry Harris  

Northminster Sherry Moses  

Northside Lucian Robinson  

Oak Level Howard Moore  

Oak View Scotty Hamlett  

Old Brick Sharon Teany  

Old Concord Ronnie Carter  

Old Concord Nancy Nepage  

Peace Leisha Cook  
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Pearisburg Michael Nevergold  

Pulaski, First Barry Long  

Quaker Memorial Steve Hubbard  

Quaker Memorial Howard Jennings  

Radford David Young  

Raleigh Court Jeanne Fishwick  

Raleigh Court Elizabeth Martin  

Saint Andrew Butch Cook  

Salem Evon Glasgow  

Salem Steve Lemons  

Second Betty Lesko  

Second Christal Pearson  

Second  Cynthia Waters  

South Boston, First Don Cherry  

Trinity Ecumenical Parish Neil Strong  

Westminster Pix Mahler  

Williamson Memorial Jerry Arthur  

 

 

Visiting Ruling Elders 

 

Sue Bentley, Northside Sheppard Nance, Mayberry 

Betty Compton Janice Nevergold, Pearisburg 

John Erb, Altavista Patty Oakley, Radford 

George Gutshall, Forest Hills Helen Petrill, Quaker Memorial 

Jacqueline Hall, College Tricia Schubert, Bedford 

Bonita Hamlett, Oak View Glenn Young, Radford 

Kenny Howard, Briery J.E. Saunders, Memorial 

Paul Linkenhoker, McAllister Memorial Catherine Garnett, Bethlehem 

Mary Denton Lyerly, Radford Perry Wells, Gethsemane 

Van Mauney, Trinity Ecumenical Parish Stephen Puckett, Bluemont 

Eunafaye McAlexander, Bluemont Dave Hayes, Blackburg 

Sydney Nordt,Salem  

Mike Reynolds, First, Danville  

 

 

Visiting Ministers 

 

Kelsey Hawisher-Faul 

Peter Hawisher-Faul 

Cheryl Peeples 
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Other Visitors Present 

 

Fran Arehart, Farmville Mike Nyquist, Mayberry 

Elaine Boswell, First, Lynchburg John Peeples, Forest Hills 

Zachary Carter, Presbyterian Children’s Home Rebecca Young, First, Covington 

Gael Chaney, Trinity Ecumenical Parish Lillian Puckett, Bluemont 

Becky Hayslett, McAllister Memorial Richard Menconeri, Quaker Memorial 

Jane Moore, Oak Level Ellen Pettus, Drakes Branch 

 

Staff Not Counted Elsewhere:  

  

Julie Dyke 

Robin Padgett 

 

 

Churches Not Represented by a Voting Elder 

 

Appomattox PE Fellowship Narrows, First 

Arvon Forest New Concord 

Beale Memorial Fork Union Peaks  

Belmont Glen Wilton Phenix 

Belspring Grace Pisgah 

Brookneal Harmony Roanoke 

Browns Hat Creek Roanoke Valley 

Campbell Memorial Hermon Rocky Mount 

Clifton Forge Holmes Memorial Rough Creek 

Colonial Jamestown Rustburg 

Concord Kayser Memorial Sinking Spring 

Cool Spring Kentuck Trinity, Arvon 

Coolwell Mary Horner Walker Trinity, Ridgeway 

Covington, First Massies Mill Unity  

Cumberland Meherrin Village 

Danube Memorial Villamont 

Davis Memorial Montvale Virginia 

Douglas Mt. Carmel West End 
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WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 

Registration began at 8:30 a.m. with an Orientation offered at 9:00 a.m. for Elders and Ministers 

of the Word and Sacrament new to the Presbytery or attending a meeting of the Presbytery of the 

Peaks for the first time.  

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER 

The One Hundred and Twenty-third Meeting of the Presbytery of the Peaks was called to order 

by Stated Clerk, John Wiederholt at 9:30 a.m., on February 13, 2020 in the sanctuary of Forest 

Presbyterian Church, Forest, VA. 

The Stated Clerk installed the 2020 Moderator, Skip Martin, and 2020 vice-moderator, Steve 

Willis. 

Transitional General Presbyter, Carl Utley, offered a warm welcome to all. 

Morgan Whitfield, pastor of Forest Presbyterian Church, welcomed all. 

Moderator, Skip Martin welcomed First Time Commissioners and guests. 

 Stated Clerk, John Wiederholt, announced to the moderator that a Quorum was present. 

MODERATOR APPOINTMENTS 

The moderator appointed the following: 

Tellers:   Dusty Fiedler, HR 

   Syndey Nordt, Salem 

Resolution of Appreciation:  Kim Steinhorst, Interim Pastor of Maysville and New Store 

Presbyterian Churches 

ADOPTION OF THE DOCKET AND CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion for Approval of Docket and Consent Agenda was presented by Stated Clerk, John 

Wiederholt.  The motion was Approved. 

Cabinet: 

1. FOR CONSENT AGENDA:  That the following 2021 Presbytery Meeting dates be

approved:

February 11, 2021 (Thursday) 

May 1, 2021 (Saturday) 

August 14, 2021 (Saturday) 

November 18, 2021 (Thursday) 

6



Stated Clerk: 

1. FOR CONSENT AGENDA:  That the minutes of the one hundred twenty-second Stated

Meeting of the Presbytery of the Peaks (November 21, 2019) as reviewed by those persons

designated by the Standing Rules, be approved.

2. FOR CONSENT AGENDA:  That motions be reduced to writing and sent to the clerks’ table

before discussion.

3. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That all committee reports be received.

4. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That Pam Claterbaugh be approved as recording secretary for

Presbytery Meetings in 2020.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

GATHERING TO THE GIFT OF MUSIC… Open The Eyes Of My Heart 

Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You, I want to see You Open the eyes of my 

heart, Lord Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You, I want to see You 

[Chorus] 

To see You high and lifted up Shinin' in the light of Your 

glory Pour out Your power and love As we sing holy, 

holy, holy Holy, holy, holy 

WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST IN US GREETING OUR NEIGHBORS 

Turn to your neighbor and pass the peace of Christ. Also share with one 

another one thing you are thankful for this day. 

SINGING HOLY PRAISE ... Seek Ye First 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness; 
And all these things shall be added unto you. Hallelu, Hallelujah! 

Ask, and it shall be given unto you; Seek, and you shall 

find. 

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you. Hallelu, Hallelujah! 

Man shall not live by bread alone, But by every word 

That proceeds out from the mouth of God. Hallelu, Hallelujah! 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD Colossians 3:12-17 

12
 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 
13

Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 
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another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
14

Above 

all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
15

And let 

the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 

thankful. 
16

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 

wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 
17

And 

whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him. 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WISDOM TOGETHER 

Turn to a few of your neighbors and discuss these questions together as you reflect on the 

Scripture this morning. 

 Which of these traits do you find most difficult: compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, patience, forgiveness? 

 How should wearing “the clothing of Christ” influence your daily living? 

 What does it mean to let Christ’s peace rule our hearts? 

 How does this passage inform how you engage as leaders in the Presbytery? In your local 

congregation? 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Our offering this morning will benefit the two-cents-a-meal program. These funds are used to 

address hunger regionally, nationally, and internationally. 

Sing Together: “Take O Take me as I am/Summon out what I will be/Set your seal upon my 

heart/And live in me” 

CENTERING THROUGH THE GIFT OF MUSIC 

Take this time to mediate on God’s message for you today. 

PRAYING FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 

SHARING IN THE LORD’S SUPPER 

As we partake in the Lord’s Supper by intinction, we recognize the truth of Paul’s words that we 

are all equal in Christ Jesus. Therefore, we will serve communion one to another. After you have 

received the elements, please take the bread and cup, turn around and serve the next person in 

line before 

returning to your seat. There will be two elders who will come to serve you if you cannot come 

forward, please raise your hand if this is a need. 
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SINGING HOLY PRAISE……. I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 

I'm gonna live so God can use me 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna live so God can use me  

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna work so God can use me 

 Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna work so God can use me 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me  

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me.  

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

SENDING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 

We will join hands in the pew and across the aisle as we receive the benediction. 

“Ancient Celts described the Holy Spirit as a “Wild Goose” because it was often thought 

that the Spirit, like a wild goose, has the tendency to disrupt or surprise us—it cannot be 

tracked or tamed.” 

If you’d like to learn more about Wild Goose Bonsack, visit our website at 

www.wildgoosebonsack.org. You can like and follow us on Facebook at Wild Goose Christian 

Community or find us on Instagram @wildgoose_bonsack. 

9

http://www.wildgoosebonsack.org/


Many thanks to today’s worship leadership: Lori Turner, Wild Goose Music Leader and Loren 

Mitchell, Wild Goose Worship Leader 

*The Necrology List was shown on the screen during the Two Cents a Meal Offering.

Break 

WE GATHER TO LEARN 

MINISTRY MADE POSSIBLE 

The Young Adult Volunteer Speaker was not available. 

REPORT OF THE CABINET 

INFORMATION: 

The Cabinet of the Presbytery of the Peaks met on January 23, 2020, at the Bedford Presbyterian 

Church. 

ACTION REPORTED: 

1. Approved an increase of $2.00 for the cost of lunch at Presbytery Meetings.  Beginning with

the Feb. 13 Presbytery Meeting, lunch will be $8.00.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. FOR CONSENT AGENDA:  That the following 2021 Presbytery Meeting dates be

approved:

February 11, 2021 (Thursday) 

May 1, 2021 (Saturday) 

August 14, 2021 (Saturday) 

November 18, 2021 (Thursday) 

Weather dates, if needed, will be two weeks after the scheduled date. 

2. Recommend the Mission Study Report be approved for a first reading.

Melissa McNair King presented the Mission Study Report giving a brief recap of the work of the 

Mission Study group since January 2018 and any changes made from the document presented in 

November 2019. 
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Kim Steinhorst, Interim Pastor at Maysville/New Store Churches,  made a motion to amend the 

recommendation that the Communications Director position be changed from part time to full 

time. The motion was seconded and approved. 

Ed Soto, Pastor of Altavista Presbyterian Church., made a motion to change “Pastoral Leadership 

Commission” and “Church Partnership Commission” from Commissions to Committees. The 

motion was seconded but NOT approved. 

Geoff Hubbard, Cool Spring Presbyterian Church, made a motion to amend the Mission Study to 

read, “ In all actions of committees and commissions the Presbytery meeting as a body, retains 

final authority to approve their decisions.”  The motion was seconded but NOT approved. 

After further discussion on the definition of committees and commissions as outlined in the Book 

of Order, Morgan Whitfield, Pastor of Forest Presbyterian Church, made a motion to reconsider 

the motion by Ed Soto changing the Pastoral Leadership Commission and the Church 

Partnership Commission to committees. This motion would require a 2/3 majority vote to 

reconsider. The motion was seconded but NOT approved. 

The first reading of the Mission Study Report as amended was Approved. 

MISSION STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS 
 A WAY FORWARD 

(as amended) 

Prepared by the Mission Study Team 
Revised January 2020 

I. Introduction

We have spent the past two years listening to the presbytery, prayerfully seeking the 
guidance of the Spirit, asking questions, trying out ideas, and seeking to discern a way 
forward for our presbytery that faithfully reflects who and what the presbytery believes 
God is calling us to be and do.   

What follows is a description of what the Presbytery of the Peaks might look like to 
fulfill its mission and vision. It is not yet a detailed plan for implementation or a manual 
of operations.  That work will follow once we agree on a destination for our journey. 

II. Commissions and Committees

The following commissions and committees will facilitate the multiple and varied 

partnerships within the Presbytery of the Peaks and with the wider church.  The Book 

of Order defines both commissions and committees in G-3.0109. 
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1. The Pastoral Leadership Commission (PLC)

The scope of the PLC includes all the ministries that pertain to those who sense a call to 

the ministry of word and sacrament, ruling elders serving as commissioned pastors, 

congregations seeking pastoral or educational leadership, and the examination, 

integration and support of clergy and certified educators in the presbytery. 

As a commission, the PLC shall have the authority to act on behalf of the presbytery in 

matters pertaining to candidacy, establishing calls, approving contracts, and 

commissioning or installing pastoral leaders, as well as validating ministries outside 

congregational ministry.  All such actions shall be reported to the presbytery. 

2. The Church Partnerships Commission (CPC)

The central focus of the CPC is to encourage, facilitate, and fund collaborative 

partnerships among the varied leaders and ministries of our presbytery, including 

church staff, congregations, new worshipping communities, campus ministries, and 

other validated ministries. Making use of neighborhood connections, as well as the 

natural partnerships that result from congregational size, context, or common interests, 

the goal is to make vital ministry a norm across the presbytery, fulfilling our calling to 

be the Body of Christ in and for the world. 

As a commission, the CPC will have the authority to act on behalf of presbytery in the 

following matters: receiving and approving grants; merging congregations or forming 

ecumenical partnerships; starting new worshipping communities and new churches 

within the bounds of the presbytery.  All such actions shall be reported to the 

presbytery. 

3. Justice and Mercy Commission (JMC)

The purpose of the JMC is to engage and equip the presbytery in its advocacy for justice 

and in ministries of compassion, such as combating racism, alleviating hunger, or 

advocating for vulnerable populations.  

As a commission, the JMC will allocate presbytery mission funds and grants that 

challenge and enable ministry partners to do together in mission what they cannot do 

as effectively or faithfully when acting alone. All such actions shall be reported to the 

presbytery. 
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4. The Board of Trustees

The Presbytery has been entrusted by God with financial, human, and material 

resources that are meant to support the ministry and mission of the presbytery. The 

Trustees will be the managing and legal steward of our paid staff, property, and all 

funds. 

5. Constitutional Ministries Committee (CMC)

The presbytery is responsible for fulfilling duties contained in the Book of Order and to 

matters that pertain to both the Synod and General Assembly. The CMC will maintain 

the committees and commissions required by the constitution, such as the Permanent 

Judicial Commission and Committee on Representation, and maintaining required 

processes and procedures concerning sexual misconduct. It will receive 

communications from the higher councils of the church and lead the presbytery in 

appropriate responses. 

Mindful of the Presbytery’s fundamental commitment to inclusion and representation 

in all the councils of the church, the CMC shall develop appropriate means of drawing 

leaders into the presbytery’s ministries, and the higher councils of the PCUSA, 

nominating individuals to serve on commissions and committees, and as officers of the 

presbytery.  

6. The Coordinating Cabinet (CC)

The Coordinating Cabinet is responsible for leading the Presbytery to discern 

God’s will in all its work. It shall coordinate the work of the committees and other 

structures of Presbytery, including presbytery meetings, the Manual of Operations, 

and other standing rules.  

III. A VISION FOR STAFFING

1. GENERAL PRESBYTER/HEAD OF STAFF

(FT Minister of Word and Sacrament)

This position is principally administrative, providing leadership and oversight for 

the daily and occasional needs of the presbytery office, local congregations, and 

pastoral formation and transition.  
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2. NEIGHBORHOOD PRESBYTER (FT Minister of Word and Sacrament)

This position seeks to build and/or strengthen ministry partners among congregations 

and their leaders through a network of active neighborhood groups, with the goal of 

building relationships within the presbytery of love, care, and mutual support. 

3. MISSION ADVOCATE - PT

This position will support the ministry of the Justice and Mercy Commission, working 

with that Commission to foster accountable partnerships within the presbytery that will 

challenge and equip our congregations and other communities of faith in being the 

body of Christ for the world. 

4. PROGRAM DIRECTOR – PT

This position seeks to fulfill the presbytery’s goal to connect, educate and support 

individuals and churches within the presbytery, with a particular focus on children, 

youth, and young adults, serving as Director of Camp Peaks, a resource to Youth 

Council, and coordinator for Triennium.  

5. COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR - FT

This position seeks to support and strengthen the presbytery’s connections and 

ministries through clear, comprehensive, innovative and demographic appropriate 

communication. The Communications Director will be responsible for developing and 

maintaining technological and communication systems that will serve the presbytery 

and its neighborhoods in their educational, missional, and relational ministries, and to 

assist, as requested, congregations or presbytery communities in developing their web 

presence and/or outreach.   The position will also work to enhance social media 

connections. 

6. STATED CLERK - PT

The Stated Clerk is an elected officer of the presbytery and its primary constitutional 

expert, including matters pertaining to the higher councils of the church, judicial 

procedures, and Presbyterian polity and order. 
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7. FINANCIAL AND OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR (FOA) – FT

The FOA will administer the fiduciary responsibilities of the presbytery, oversee the 

daily functions of the presbytery office and support staff, serving as a resource to the 

Trustees and to the General Presbyter. 

8. ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT (AA) – FT

The Administrative Assistant shall serve as the face and voice of the presbytery office, 

receiving guests, directing phone calls, and providing the necessary support to host 

committee and commission meetings in the presbytery office.  He or she will provide 

administrative support to assigned commissions or committees of the presbytery.  

9. NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTORS – ELECTED VOLUNTEER LEADERS

Recognizing the geographic breadth of this presbytery and the limits of a single 

neighborhood presbyter in equipping the networks necessary to fulfill our mission, 

neighborhoods shall volunteer connectors. Their primary duty will be to shepherd the 

relationships within their neighborhood and to conduct the necessary administrative 

tasks that may grow out of the partnerships within the neighborhood.    

IV. Office Requirements and Location

The Presbytery Office is a home base for the presbytery staff, but it will not function as 

a “presbytery center” or central gathering place. Cabinet recommends that the decision 

about where to locate the office be decided by the presbytery as the final matter of the 

transition.  

V. Suggested Timeline

This vision of a way forward is a proposed framework for mapping out changes in our 

presbytery.  If approved, the work of translating the framework into changes in the 

Manual of Operation will be required.  

A Transition Team would be responsible for recommending changes to our Manual of 

Operation, which the presbytery accomplishes (according to its own rule) by two votes 

in two separate meetings. The Mission Study Team advises the cabinet and presbytery 

to actively include people currently serving in our various ministries in proposing 

changes to the MOO, and to provide the time necessary for considering how best to 

move forward. We recommend considering changes in the MOO in 4 phases.  A total of 

8 presbytery meetings will be needed, giving the presbytery fully two years to consider 

changes, concluding in May 2022.  As each phase is approved, the changes in policy will 

take shape in practice. Cabinet will be responsible for reviewing and recommending 
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further changes annually as they are implemented. A comprehensive review should be 

done in the 4th year after full implementation.  

Lunch 

Thank you Forest Presbyterian Church for the lunch and gracious hospitality. 

OPEN MIC - This was a time for (1) Announcements from Churches; (2) Announcements from 

Presbytery Divisions and Committees, and (3) Announcements from Organizations and 

Agencies. 

REPORT OF THE EXAMINATIONS COMMITTEE 

Bob McLavey, Chair of the Examinations Committee presented three candidates to the 

Presbytery. 

Rev. Kelsey Hawisher-Faul, Co-Pastor of The Presbyterian Church of Radford 

Rev. Peter Hawisher-Faul, Co-Pastor of The Presbyterian Church of Radford 

Rev. Cheryl Peeples, Pastor of Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 

The Examinations Committee Report was received and its recommendations were Approved. 

Biographical Statement 

Kelsey Hawisher-Faul 

My story begins with prayer. My parents always told me that I was alive because of the prayers 

of the people at our church in Minnesota – people who took shifts praying, even through the 

night, because I almost came too early, and then I came a little late, entering the world on the 

morning of February 12
th

, 1990. The second of three daughters, I grew up well-loved, with a

sense that I was blessed to be alive, and that God has sustained me, even from the womb. 

Not long after I was born, we moved to southern California, where I spent my formative years. 

My family went to a giant church every Sunday, and for a long time, my faith felt like another 

extracurricular activity. It wasn’t until high school that I experienced a fundamental shift in how 

I understood my life: following Christ was the thing I had to focus on, and everything else was 

peripheral. What’s striking to me is that this shift happened not long after I was baptized in the 

summer of 2014, which was also when I found the people who would become my church small 

group, and some of my best friends. This remains a reminder to me of the Holy Spirit’s work in 

every stage of my life. 

One day as a senior in high school, I was reading the story of ‘blind Bartimaeus’ in Mark chapter 

10. “He is calling you,” a crowd said to Bartimaeus. I’d never felt like God was talking to me

until those words seemed to come alive, as though they weren’t just for Bartimaeus, but were for

me, too. Call language wasn’t even part of my vocabulary then—it was years before I became a

Presbyterian! And yet I joined my voice with Bartimaeus, saying, “I want to see.” The call I

received was a call to learn, which led me to Azusa Pacific University, where I majored in
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biblical studies. I cannot express the joy I took in studying the Bible both critically and 

reverently. I grew to love God in the classroom, engaging with my professors and peers, talking 

about scripture in a way I couldn’t have imagined before. 

My time in university was also a time of great doubt. I came face to face with my own inability 

to reconcile myself to God, and for a while, I struggled to believe that God was the God 

proclaimed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It was when I studied abroad in Oxford that I 

experienced spiritual healing – not through anything I learned in my tutorials, but through the act 

of worship. My friends and I went to evensong services every week at the local cathedral. I had 

never experienced liturgy like that before, and it was a balm for my soul. Slowly, my heart 

opened again, and I was finally able to receive Christ’s peace. 

As I approached the end of my university education, my professors encouraged me to go to 

seminary as preparation for a doctoral degree in biblical studies. I ended up road-tripping from 

California to Princeton Theological Seminary with Peter, my now-husband. At the time, we’d 

only met a handful of times, but that’s a whole other story! A defining experience at Princeton 

was going on a silent retreat at an Anglican Benedictine monastery in upstate New York. I felt 

like my spirit had room to breathe there. That was the first time that I saw spiritual disciplines 

and practices not as acts of holiness beyond my reach, but as a path that I could walk to live in 

God’s wholeness. That was the beginning of understanding that to live the spiritual life didn’t 

have much to do with my own will-power (or lack thereof), and had more to do with cultivating 

a heart open to God’s love and grace. 

God has since worked through spiritual disciplines to sustain me during my first call as a 

Minister of Word and Sacrament. I was ordained on September 25
th

, 2016, and God has provided

for me abundantly. The Spirit has moved, guiding me (and Peter) to a monthly contemplative 

clergy circle, and to a daily prayer group in our neighborhood, both of which have been life-

giving for us and for our ministries. I am continually amazed by the way God’s love for me 

overflows, allowing me to love others. My identity is one who is continually being reconciled to 

God through Jesus Christ, and strengthened daily by the Holy Spirit. 

Faith Statement 

Kelsey Hawisher-Faul 

I believe in God the Creator, the first Person of the Trinity, who spoke and continues to speak 
all of reality into being. All that is finds its beginning and its end in the Creator—and it is by 
God’s grace that one so Holy is the one in whom we have our being. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, who is God’s Word embodied and enfleshed—the second Person of the 
Trinity. Jesus lived a life of profound and world-shaking love that pronounced judgment upon 
injustice and proclaimed true life through him. His death and resurrection were a turning point in 
history, when Death was defeated and it was made possible to reconcile all things to God 
through Christ. For when God looks at us, God sees the blamelessness of Christ, and accepts us 
as God’s children. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who is God’s very breath in our lives. The Holy Spirit strengthens 
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and empowers God’s people to be the body of Christ, and to overcome our own selfish wants 
and desires in order to live in ways that preview the coming kingdom of God. 

I believe that Scripture is the Word written, and that it witnesses to the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. Scripture digs deep into the earth, and shows us the root of our faith in the patient, 
persistent loving-kindness of God. Through Scripture, the Holy Spirit speaks, transforming our 
lives, our communities, and our world. 

I believe in the Church as holy, catholic, and apostolic. It is from within this community, 
among the communion of saints, that I experience the awe-inspiring love of the Triune God. 
These saints are called to love me as their sister, and I am called by God to love the Church in 
word and deed, because they are my own family in Christ. 

Together, we support each other in baptism, for through baptism, we die to what we once were, 
and are reborn into life in Christ. When we witness baptism, we remember our own, and that 
we are continually entering into the truth, forgiveness, and life that is our risen Lord. 

Together, we partake of the body and blood of Christ, who nourishes us as a mother feeds her 
children. Around God’s table, the Church is united, raucously and reverently giving thanks to 
God for what was accomplished through God’s Son. As we eat and drink, Jesus Christ is 
present, reconciling us to him, drawing us into God’s Kingdom. 

I believe that God’s Kingdom has already begun to take root in this world. All of creation 
groans, longing for renewal. Our hope is in God, who is bringing healing to humanity and to all 
the earth. We long for Jesus’ return, when we will know complete wholeness. 

I believe that the Church is the body of Christ, called to be his hands and feet in the world. It 

pleases God to work through us, and we discover healing for ourselves and our world in the 

doing of God’s work. This work is justice and kindness. It is feeding the hungry, clothing the 

naked, giving water to the thirsty. It is recognizing the abundance that is our God, and letting it 

spill over, testifying to God’s powerful and life-giving love. 

Autobiographical Statement 

Peter Hawisher-Faul 

I grew up in Thousand Oaks, California, born on January 16th 1988 to two loving parents who 

were dedicated to living out their faith as a family. They were members of Emmanuel 

Presbyterian Church, a relatively new and growing suburban church at the time. As an act of 

their faith and a sign and seal of the work of God in my life as a new part of the body of Christ, I 

was baptized on May 8th, 1988. To help me learn Christian values, my parents enrolled me in a 

private Christian school. 

As I grew up, I would find that church to be a community that shared the love of God that my 

family had shared with me. Between church and school, I grew up immersed in scripture and 

surrounded by people who sought to live intentionally as Christians. Sunday school teachers 
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would tell me with a laugh that I knew more about the Bible than they did, and joke that I would 

be a pastor one day, but I didn’t take it too seriously. 

I lived a sheltered childhood until I switched from private Christian school to public high school. 

When I encountered new peers with families and lifestyles my Christian school had taught me to 

condemn, loving my neighbor began to feel more complicated. I continued to study scripture and 

explore my faith as a leader in my youth group, learning firsthand the power of Christian 

community to welcome all people and offer meaning, belonging, and identity in Christ. 

Continuing on through high school, I wanted to know more about what the church was called to 

be in the world and how I could help the church live out that call. 

As I studied theology at Azusa Pacific University, my knowledge and experience grew. I studied 

the breadth of Christian traditions and discovered that the perspective I was taught at school as a 

child was quite narrow. I learned the complexities of Biblical interpretation and a more holistic 

theology. I was given the tools to take ownership of my faith as an individual, but I longed for a 

community of practice. After some exploration, I eventually reconnected with my Presbyterian 

roots at the First Presbyterian Church of Pomona. 

While the Christian school I grew up in taught isolation from the world, FPC Pomona showed 

me what our faith can be when we are immersed in our communities. From a community garden 

to community organizing, the small church had a powerful witness to God’s love and justice in 

their city. After seeing this example, I began to see that God had been preparing me for my own 

call to ministry and became an inquirer in the PC(USA). 

I continued to learn and grow at Princeton Theological Seminary. I studied more than I could 

possibly summarize, focusing on liturgical theology and Christian Education, and I took 

advantage of every practical learning opportunity I could find. As I built relationships in the 

unique community that is seminary, I began to see the myriad of ways churches can and do 

witness to the Kingdom of God in their midst. Knowing the impact it had on my life and the 

unmet spiritual needs of my generation, I graduated with the conviction we must continue to 

creatively share the love of Christ in a world obsessed with success and profit. 

My wife received her first call in Cincinnati, and I found an opportunity to serve a local church 

in professional lay ministry. I found spiritual support and close Christian community in our 

morning prayer group and Contemplative Clergy Circle. While I helped lead a programmatic 

church through a period of deep transition, I was reminded of the need to stay personally 

grounded in relationship with God, and focused on God’s love for humanity even beyond the 

church and the work of professional ministry. I sought an ordained call during that time, but I 

would not find that call in Cincinnati. I look forward to the opportunity to use my gifts and story 

to invite others into Christian community as I continue to live out God’s call in my life. 

Faith Statement 

Peter Hawisher-Faul 

I believe in the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God in three persons. Through 
the Trinity we understand God’s being and action to bring humanity and all of creation to 
Godself. In faith, we become a part of God’s action as individuals and communities, being 
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shaped by the Spirit into the body of Christ and proclaiming the reign of God in the world. 

I believe in God the Father, who created all things and to whom all things return. As a 
parent nurtures a child, God works in history for the reconciliation of creation with its 
creator. 

I believe in God the Son, Jesus Christ, begotten of the Father and born by his mother Mary. 
As Jesus is both fully God and fully human, he embodies God’s most intimate solidarity with 
humanity. Jesus was baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit. He called his disciples to turn 
away from their own self-righteousness and the salvation offered by human powers, and to turn 
toward the reign of God. He was executed by the authorities of both religion and state. After 
being buried for three days, he rose from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sent the Holy 
Spirit to guide those who follow him and baptize in his name. 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. The Spirit sustains creation 
and brings the new life of the resurrection into the present. The Spirit guides the church 
with spiritual gifts and shapes the church into the body of Christ, adopting us as children of 
God. 

I believe God has been made known through the witness of the prophets and apostles. The 
prophets witness to the work of God among the people of Israel and guide those who seek the 
God of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and Rebecca. God has been made known directly in Jesus Christ, 
and it is by the Son that we know the Father and the Spirit. The witness of the apostles not only 
records, but also invites us into God’s action. The Bible is a living word through the work of the 
Spirit in churches throughout history and in prayerful reading and study. 

I believe that God has called us to live out our faith in community as the body of Christ to 
the world. We enter this community through baptism in water and Spirit and we are nourished 
in this community by gathering for a common meal where we share the body of Christ with 
one another through bread and wine. These sacraments and the liturgical life which flows from 
them shape us as a community along with prayerful reading of scripture. We worship not only 
for our own benefit, but also so that we proclaim the Kingdom of God which Christ initiated, 
living under God’s sovereignty and seeking justice for the life of our world. 

I believe that the final glory of the reign of God is the future of all creation. God is making 

all things new, as exemplified by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. When we 

proclaim the reign of God, we proclaim that God’s love is more powerful than human violence, 

ecological harm, and social disparity and we seek to live out God’s future in the present. 

Autobiographical Statement 

Cheryl Peeples 

I was born in Heidelberg, Germany when my father was serving in the army there and was 

baptized into the Christian faith by a military chaplain on base when I was four months old. We 

moved back to the United States when I was two and a half years old and lived in Memphis 
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while my Dad completed his Medical residency. While there, we attended Christ Methodist 

Church and I went to preschool and kindergarten at the church, learning to pray and to sing 
“Jesus Loves Me” each day. We moved to my parents’ hometown when I was six. At the age of 

nine, I was confirmed and became a member of First Methodist Church of Dyersburg. Church 

was very important to my family – if the doors were open, we were there. I loved church and all 

we did - singing in the children’s and youth choir, attending Sunday School and VBS, attending 

worship each week, being a part of the youth group and serving as the Youth Group President 

when I was a senior in high school. When I was a preteen, I wanted to be a Methodist Nun – I 

didn’t know of any other term for a woman who served full-time in a church other than that of a 

nun, and if Catholics had them, surely Methodists did, too. Everyone I told this to at the time 

laughed, so the idea faded into the background.  

As I got older, I went to college at Southwestern at Memphis (now Rhodes College) to 

study towards a degree in English Literature. Some of my favorite courses were in religion. I met 

my husband, John, at Southwestern and we were married after my junior year. In my senior year, 

I went to the career counseling office and took a test to see in what I might excel. One category 

came up much higher than anything else – “Priest, Rabbi, or Religious Leader.” I wadded up the 

results and threw the paper away since that wasn’t going to happen. After John earned his MS in 

Accounting, he had two job offers – one in my hometown and one at St. Jude Hospital. Our 

agreement was if we went to my hometown, he would become Methodist and if we stayed in the 

Memphis area, I would become Presbyterian. We moved to his hometown of West Memphis and 

I became Presbyterian. I am sure it was God’s providence at work. We had two children and I 

stayed home with them until the younger went to kindergarten. When he was a newborn, he 

nearly died and as I waited to hear from the doctors if he would live, I felt what seemed to be a 

warm blanket around me and heard the words clearly, “Whether he lives or dies, he is mine. All 

will be well,” in answer to my prayer for his healing or for him to die quickly so he would not be 

in pain. My response to this was to tell God I would do anything God asked of me but to please 

let me wait until he was in kindergarten.  

I began seminary at Memphis Theological Seminary the week he began kindergarten 

after having multiple people tell me they thought I should do so. I loved it and graduated Summa 

Cum Laude. I was the DCE at our home church while I was in seminary and was ordained the 

day after I graduated. Following seminary, I served as Associate Pastor at Farmington 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown, TN for two years before moving to Virginia to become the 

Associate Pastor at Christiansburg Presbyterian Church, where I served for nine years. After 

attending a CREDO conference, it became clear to me that it was time for me to become a Solo 

Pastor/Head of Staff and I was called to First Presbyterian Church of Ulysses in Trumansburg in 

the Fingerlakes of New York. I have loved it there for ten years, but now that our grandchildren 

are growing up, it is time for us to move back to be closer to where they live. I deeply appreciate 

the values and ministries of Forest Hills Presbyterian Church and look forward to sharing our 

ministry together. 
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Faith Statement 

Cheryl Peeples 

I believe: 

In one God, the creator, redeemer, and sustainer of all creation who is made known to us 
through the Trinity as the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

God the Father is the creator of everything. Before anything else, there was God. God 
has a plan for creation and continues to work in and through the world toward the 
ultimate fulfillment of the plan. 

God the Father sent his only son, Jesus Christ into the world to bring about the redemption of 
humanity. Jesus was born both fully human, but without sin, and fully divine. Jesus showed 
through his teachings and actions how to live a perfect life in communion with God. He was 
wrongly accused of sedition and was crucified on the cross. On the third day, Jesus was raised 
from the dead, after breaking forever the power of sin and death. In order to provide for us the 
way to life eternal. 

Jesus ascended to God after the resurrection and with the Father sent the Holy Spirit into the 
world. The Holy Spirit lives in all those who believe. The Holy Spirit guides us in our faith, is 
a source of comfort in times of trouble, and a source of empowerment so that we may lead 
lives which reflect the love of God in the world. 

Humans are meant to be in covenant relationship with God. When this relationship is broken by 
humans, we can never be at peace or whole. God is faithful and will never break this relationship 
with us. The Bible, the written Word of God, was inspired by the Holy Spirit and is intended to 
be the authoritative record of God’s revelation to the world. Through the Bible, we learn of 
God’s actions in the world and are led by the Holy Spirit who guides us in God’s continued 
revelation to the world. 

The church is one body under the leadership of Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit. Through 

the visible means of grace of the sacraments of the Lord’s Supper and of Baptism, we are 

reminded of the sacrifice of Jesus for us. The church is guided by its Creeds and Confessions 

which are true expositions of faith as they agree with Scripture and speak to the concerns of the 

different times and places in which they were written. We are called as disciples of Christ to go 

out into the world to proclaim the good news of the Gospel and to glorify God in all we do. 

Recommendations: 

1. Recommend that the presbytery examine Rev. Kelsey Hawisher-Faul, member of Cincinnati

Presbytery, and pending her successful examination, signing the Book of  Obligations, and
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approval of her call as Co-Pastor of The Presbyterian Church of Radford, that she be enrolled as 

a member of the presbytery.  Approved 

2. Recommend that the presbytery examine Rev. Peter Hawisher-Faul, member of San Gabriel

Presbytery, and pending his successful examination, signing the Book of  Obligations, and

approval of his call as Co-Pastor of The Presbyterian Church of Radford, that he be enrolled as a

member of the presbytery. Approved

3. Recommend that the presbytery examine Rev. Cheryl Peeples, member of Geneva Presbytery,

and pending her successful examination, signing the Book of Obligations, and approval of her

call as Pastor of Forest Hills Presbyterian Church, that she be enrolled as a member of the

presbytery.  Approved

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 

The Committee on Ministry Report, as follows, was presented by Betsy Soto, co-vice chair of the 

committee. 

ACTIONS TAKEN ON BEHALF OF THE PRESBYTERY: 

1. Approved to dismiss Rev. Catherine Taylor, HR, to the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta

effective November 12, 2019.

2. Granted permission for Rev. Rebecca Young, Presbytery of Western North Carolina, to labor

within the bounds of Presbytery of the Peaks while serving as temporary supply for First

Presbyterian Church, Covington effective Jan. 1, 2020 to April 15, 2020.

3. Approved to dismiss Rev. Ken Chorle to Maumee Valley Presbytery where he is serving at

Market Street Presbyterian Church in Lima, OH effective Dec. 12, 2019.

4. Approved Gary Marshall as moderator for First Presbyterian Church, Covington through Dec.

31, 2019.

5. Approved the contract extension of Rev. Tupper Garden at Presbyterian Church of Radford

until Jan. 31, 2020.

6. Granted permission to Blacksburg Presbyterian Church to form a PNC.

7. Approved the Stated Supply contract renewal between Appomattox PE Presbyterian Church

and Rev. Randy Bremer effective Jan. 1, 2020 through Dec. 31, 2020.

8. Approved Richard Henderson, Missional CP, to moderate the Congregational Meeting of

Mercy Seat Presbyterian Church, Jan. 12, 2020, as he is preaching there that day.

9. Approved the Interim Pastor contract renewal between Maysville and New Store Presbyterian

Churches with Rev. Kim Steinhorst effective Jan. 1, 2020 through Dec. 31, 2020.

10. Approved Rev. Rebecca Young as moderator of First Presbyterian Church, Covington,

effective Jan.1, 2020.

11. Approved Betsy Soto and Christy Mitchell as Committee on Ministry Co-Vice Moderators

for the 2020 year.

12. Approved the Temporary Supply contract renewal between Rev. Betsy Soto and Berry Hill

Presbyterian Church effective January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020.

13. Approved the Stated Supply contract renewal between Rev. Russ Merritt and Northminster

Presbyterian Church effective January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020.

14. Approved the Temporary Supply contract between Rev. Rebecca Young and First

Presbyterian Church, Covington effective January 1, 2020 to April 15, 2020.
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15. Approved the Stated Supply contract renewal between Rev. Rodney Wilson and Montvale

Presbyterian Church effective January 1, 2020 to June 30, 2020.

16. Approved the request of Rev. Linda Dickerson that RE, Clark Gaylord, member of

Northside Presbyterian Church, be permitted to moderate the part of the Congregational Meeting

on Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020, that pertains to the pastors Terms of Call and to close the meeting with

prayer.

17. Approved the Commissioned Pastor contract renewal between Villamont Presbyterian

Church and Phil Berry effective Jan. 1, 2020 to Dec. 31, 2020.

18. Approved the Waiver of Elder Rotation for three years for Glasgow Presbyterian Church due

to small membership and members unable to serve in office.

19. Granted permission to Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church to elect an Associate Pastor

Nominating Committee.

20. Granted permission to Maysville and New Store Presbyterian Churches to elect a PNC.

21. Approved the Mission Study of First Presbyterian Church, South Boston and granted

permission to elect a PNC.

22. Approved the Interim Pastor Contract between Salem Presbyterian Church and Rev. Tupper

Garden effective March 1, 2020 to Feb. 28, 2021.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PRESBYTERY: 

1. Recommend that the presbytery find in order the Terms of Call for Rev. Cheryl Peeples to

serve as pastor of Forest Hills Presbyterian Church.   Approved

Salary & Compensation Package for Cheryl Peeples 

Salary and Housing Allowance $60,000 

Self-Employment Reimbursement   $4,590 

Total Cash Payments $64,590 

Presbytery Board of Pension Dues 

Medical Insurance (25%) $15,000 

Pension/Death+Disability Insurance   $7,200   

Professional Expenses  $1,600 

Auto Expenses $2,500 

Continuing Education  $2,500 

Total $93,390 

2. Recommend the presbytery find in order the terms of call for Kelsey and Peter Hawisher-Faul

to be co- pastors of The Presbyterian Church of Radford.  Approved
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Salary & Compensation Package for Kelsey and Peter Hawisher-Faul 

Salary  $42,000 

Housing Allowance $19,200 

Effective Salary  $61,200 

SECA           $4,681.80 

Total Cash Payments         $65,881.80 

Presbytery Board of Pension Dues 

Medical Insurance (25%) $15,300 

Pension/Death+Disability Insurance $7,344 

Professional Expenses 

Auto Expenses reimbursed at the current IRS rate 

Continuing Education     $1,200 

Moving Expenses    $5,000 

Total          $94,725.80 

Vacation 4 weeks plus 3 additional Sundays as long as one pastor at a time takes off 

Study Leave 2 weeks 

Family Leave 12 wks for Kelsey and 4 wks for Peter, then an additional 4 weeks for  

Peter when Kelsey returns to work 

Sabbatical In the 7
th

 year, with the church contributing $225.00 per year

Keith Leach, pastor of College Church, recognized Robert Hall for his 34 years at Hampden 

Sydney.  The Presbytery offers their thanks for his many years of service and wishes him a 

wonderful retirement. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION 

Richard Claterbaugh, chair of the committee, presented the report with two recommendations 

being Approved. 

INFORMATION:  

The Committee on Administration met by conference call on December 11, 2019 and in the 

Presbytery office on January 22, 2020. 

ACTIONS REPORTED: 

1. Approved 2020 Housing allowance for Rachel Shepherd and Carl Utley.

2. Approved the renewal of the PNC Instructor position for a one year period beginning

January 1, 2020.

3. Approved the contract for SCRP Administrator for a one year period beginning January 1,
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     2020. 

4. Approved the extension of the Associate Presbyter for Discipleship for a six month period,

beginning April 1, 2020 and ending on September 30, 2020.  There will be a recognition of

this ministry at the August 15, 2020 Presbytery meeting.

5. Approved Mission Committee request for funding from the Mission Fund, pending adoption

by the Committee of a plan to address the processes for 1) informing the entire Presbytery of

funding availability and 2) mechanism for fund allocation.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Recommend the following terms of call:  Approved

2020 2020 2020 2020 BOP Prof. Cont. Total 

Name  Salary  SECA  Housing Cash Salary Total Expense Ed. Package 

Utley, Carl 70,975 6,874 12,000 89,849 30,701 14,000 1,200 135,750 

Shepherd, 

Rachel 39,045 4,345 13,400 56,790 19,405 8,000 1,200 85,395 

2. Recommend the Presbytery adopt the 2020 Budget as presented.  This budget has $10,000

additional expense for a General Presbyter Nominating Committee.  Approved
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A B C D E F G H I K

Presbytery of the Peaks

2020 Proposed Budget

Actual YTD 2019 2020

12/31/19 Budget Budget

Income

* Designated Acct Budget Funding 222,191.62 250,000.00 278,147.00

**  Dismissal Fund Useage 18,620.50 26,000.00 25,000.00

Outdoor Education Income 13,863.15 12,667.00 9,000.00

Synod Accounts 9,321.56 10,673.00 13,510.00

GA Unified & Per Capita 100,262.98 112,982.00 109,145.00

Presbytery Unified Giving 361,448.38 376,345.00 365,075.00

Mission Payments-Dismissed Ch. 16,700.00 23,500.00 2,600.00

MM Income 51.52 50.00

Total Income 742,459.71 812,167.00 802,527.00

Expense

Cabinet

Cabinet Committee Expense 351.22 3,500.00 3,500.00

Moderator Expenses 400.00 1,400.00 1,400.00

Communications Expense 4,292.99 3,000.00 3,000.00

Presbytery Meeting Expense 5,298.56 2,200.00 2,200.00

Nominating Committee 32.06 300.00 300.00

Black Caucus 751.96 1,000.00 1,000.00

Workgroup Expense 1,036.02 1,000.00 1,000.00

Committee on Representation 0.00 50.00 50.00

Total Cabinet Expense 12,162.81 12,450.00 12,450.00

Committee on Administration

Division Expenses 419.04 500.00 450.00

Office Expenses 32,690.59 37,210.00 39,112.00

Presby Office Equipment 2,743.38 3,100.00 2,500.00

Audit Expense 11,350.00 10,200.00 11,000.00

Transitional General Presbyter 131,378.86 133,851.00 136,232.00

Stated Clerk Expenses 11,467.94 14,276.00 15,706.00

Mission Resource 3,190.15 3,152.00 3,192.00

Administrative Support Staff 66,114.55 73,576.00 67,430.00

Accountant 66,234.33 66,366.00 68,710.00

SCRP Program Staff 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00

Temporary Help 1,487.87 13,276.00 7,725.00

Office Staff Expenses 1,505.64 550.00 550.00

Youth & Young Adult Associate 81,079.96 84,195.00 85,395.00

Site Director-Day Camp 6,281.19 6,459.00 3,230.00

Summer Staff Expenses 9,268.67 11,303.00 6,782.00

Search Committee Expenses 0.00 10,000.00

Total Committee on Administration 428,212.17 461,014.00 461,014.00

Committee on Ministry

Committe Expenses 1,630.53 2,950.00 2,950.00

Calls & Pensions Workgroup 0.00 290.00 290.00

 Congregations in Transition 268.37 1,800.00 1,800.00

Commissioned Ruling Elder Progr 100.40 500.00 500.00
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Counseling & Crisis Support 2,531.49 3,045.00 3,045.00

Leadership WG 0.00 1,000.00 1,000.00

Session Records Workgroup 332.45 200.00 200.00

Total Committee on Ministry 4,863.24 9,785.00 9,785.00

Examinations Committee 27.75 200.00 200.00

Sexual Misconduct Committee 356.35 800.00 2,800.00

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 7,928.12 9,400.00 9,400.00

Church Development

Small Church Residency Program 9,620.50 17,000.00 15,000.00

Committee Expenses 251.91 350.00 350.00

Training & Support 3,540.00 2,000.00 2,000.00

Challenge Grants 500.00 0.00

New Worshipping Community WG 0.00 4,000.00 4,000.00

Partnership w/Congregations 0.00 3,500.00 3,500.00

Total Church Development 13,912.41 26,850.00 24,850.00

 Committee on Mission

Mission Comm Exp 225.34 100.00 100.00

 Education and Training 0.00 200.00 200.00

Community Outreach Grants 41,325.00 41,325.00 41,325.00

Mission Trip Scholarships 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00

CEDEPCA 27,075.00 27,075.00 27,075.00

Total Committee on Mission 72,625.34 72,700.00 72,700.00

Discipleship Committee

Discipleship Committee Expenses 66.84 200.00 200.00

Christian Ed & Res Ctr Wrkgrp 993.36 3,095.00 3,095.00

Youth & Young Adult Wrkgrp 8,226.44 10,678.00 10,428.00

Outdoor Education 8,123.55 19,540.00 12,800.00

Scholarships Granted 2,571.50 4,000.00 4,000.00

Higher Education Grants 55,815.72 55,400.00 55,400.00

Total Discipleship Committee 75,797.41 92,913.00 85,923.00

Leadership Committee 0.00 2,400.00 750.00

Synod Unified & Per Capita 10,633.90 10,673.00 13,510.00

GA Unified & Per Capita Giving 112,376.20 112,982.00 109,145.00

Total Expense 738,895.70 812,167.00 802,527.00

Listed below are the amounts to be used from the designated funds for budget purposes:

* Designated Fund Accounts 

Youth & Young Adult 171,330$    

Church Development 25,805$    

COPM 9,400$    

Leadership 6,617$    

Presbytery Fund 64,995$    

** Dismissal Fund 

Small Church Residency 15,000$    

Missions 10,000$    
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REPORT OF THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

Bob Fiedler, chair of the Missions Committee, thanked the congregations who participated in the 

Two Cents a Meal program for 2019. 

The Two Cents A Meal offering today was: $922.03. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

Michael Nevergold, chair of the committee, presented the recommendation to approve the 

following for committee positions.  Approved 

1. The following persons were nominated to serve on the General Presbyter Search Committee

GENERAL PRESBYTER SEARCH COMMITTEE

Fran Arehart RE Farmville Piedmont Neighborhood 

Sue Bentley RE Northside New River Valley Neighborhood 

Morgan Whitfield TE Forest Hill Cities Neighborhood 

Mikel Pugh TE Chatham Southside Neighborhood 

George Wilson TE HR Southside Neighborhood 

Helen Dean RE Second Roanoke Valley Neighborhood 

Jim Slate TE HR Highlands Neighborhood 

There being no nominations from the floor, this committee was approved. 

2. The following were recommendations for committee positions:

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION

John Lanier RE 2022 Quaker Memorial 

TRUSTEES OF THE PRESBYTERY 

Barry Long RE 2022 First, Pulaski 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 

Herndon Jeffreys TE 2021 Phenix, Brookneal and Roanoke 

Kenny Howard RE 2021 Briery 
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COMMITTEE ON EXAMINATIONS 

Nancy Morris TE 2021 HR 

The motion was Approved. 

REPORT OF THE MODERATOR 

Skip Martin nominated the Search Committee for the Stated Clerk position.  

Stated Clerk Search Committee 

Margie Anderson Missional CP 

John Erb RE, Altavista 

Jim Slate HR, will serve as moderator 

Hugh Springer HR, former Stated Clerk 

George Goodman Stated Supply, Westminster 

Shelda Wills RE, Christiansburg 

The floor was open for nominations. There being no additional nominations, the Search 

Committee was Approved. 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE PEAKS 

Information:  The Trustees of the Presbytery of the Peaks met on January 22, 2020 by 

Conference Call. 

Actions Reported:  

1. Approved the 2019 Annual Report.

2019 ANNUAL REPORT 

PRESBYTERY OF THE PEAKS BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The following is a report of the activities of the Board of Trustees of the Presbytery of the Peaks, 

for the year 2019. 

Meetings: 

January 16, 2019- Presbytery Office, Lynchburg 

February 12, 2019- Conference Call 

March 6, 2019- Conference Call 

April 24, 2019- Conference Call 

May 8, 2019- Conference Call 

July 17, 2019- Conference Call 

October 16, 2019-Presbytery Office, Lynchburg 
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Officers: 

At its annual meeting on 1/16/19, the Board of Directors elected the following officers for a one 

year term during 2019: 

John Fedison-President 

Morgan Whitfield-Vice President 

Walter Jones- Secretary 

John Lanier-Treasurer 

Board of Directors: 

Class of 2019  Bill Neely 

David Clark 

John Fedison (President) 

Ed McElmurray 

John Lanier (Treasurer) 

Class of 2020 Helen Dean 

Janice Wells 

Walter Jones (Secretary) 

Class of 2021 David Dickerson 

Duke Ferrell 

Morgan Whitfield (Vice-President) 

Kelvin Perry 

Summary of Actions for 2019: 

Cooper House/Ukirk at Va. Tech 

The Trustees provided funding ($1,988.43) for repairs to the garbage disposal, ceiling and 

parking lot at Cooper House/Ukirk at Va. Tech.  

Shelton Memorial Presbyterian Church 

The Trustees approved the request of the Unity Presbyterian Church to sell the Shelton Memorial 

property.  The congregation of Shelton Memorial was assimilated into the Unity congregation in 

the Spring of 2019.  Unity provided 10% of the proceeds to the Presbytery of the Peaks 

($12,500). 

Fairlawn Presbyterian Church 
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The Trustees provided a $20,000 loan (for 5 years and 4% interest) to Fairlawn Presbyterian 

Church to assist with flood clean up and repair of the church building.   

Mary Horner Walker Presbyterian Church 

The Trustees approved the transfer of the Mary Horner Walker Presbyterian Church cemetery 

land (.51 acres) to the Mary Horner Walker Presbyterian Church Cemetery Association 

Incorporated (a 501c3 corporation). 

Providence Presbyterian Church 

The Trustees provided assistance to the Administrative Commission in determining the terms for 

the dismissal of the Providence Presbyterian Church. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

The Trustees approved the request of Westminster Presbyterian Church to transfer approximately 

½ of the church land to Habitat for Humanity for use in constructing 5 or 6 homes. 

Green Ridge Presbyterian Church 

The Trustees approved the transfer of the Green Ridge Presbyterian Church to Northminster 

Presbyterian Church following the assimilation of the Green Ridge congregation into 

Northminster in December 2019. 

Trinity Presbyterian Church, New Canton 

The Trustees approved the request of the Trinity Presbyterian Church, New Canton to seek 

recognition on the Virginia Department of Historic Registers.  Listing in this register does not 

require the church property to be preserved as a historic district. 

Covenant Church Property 

The Trustees received the report from the facilities WG regarding needs at the Covenant 

property.  Three major areas of concern (roofing, HVAC system and restrooms) are being 

evaluated for maintenance costs.  The Trustees approved the immediate need to repair the 

flashing on the roof to fix a leak (cost of $450). 

The Trustees requested and received permission from Presbytery to sell 2 acres of land with road 

frontage on Ward Ferry Road.  The Trustees engaged Gentry and Associates to list the property.  

Clarktown Church Property 
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The Trustees approved the sale of the Clarktown property to the Upward Way Holiness Church.  

The Trustees will provide owner financing for the $25,000 purchase price (sold as is).  Once a 

contingency retainer of $5,000 is received, the remaining proceeds will be distributed annually to 

the Peaks churches of the Black Caucus. 

Investment Committee 

The Trustees provided three representatives to the Investment Committee for the Presbytery of 

the Peaks.  This committee met during 2019 and made several recommendations to the Trustees 

for improved results on their funds.   

Financial Report 

Will be appended following receipt of year end results. 

Respectfully Submitted 

John Fedison 

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. FOR CONSENT AGENDA:  That the minutes of the one hundred twenty-second Stated

Meeting of the Presbytery of the Peaks (November 21, 2019) as reviewed by those persons

designated by the Standing Rules, be approved.

2. FOR CONSENT AGENDA:  That motions be reduced to writing and sent to the clerks’ table

before discussion.

3. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That all committee reports be received.

4. FOR CONSENT AGENDA: That Pam Claterbaugh be approved as recording secretary for

Presbytery Meetings in 2020.

2019 Minister and Church Attendance Reports are included in this report on the following 

pages. 

Active Ministers, 2019 February May August November 

Matthew Aldas P E P P 

Kyle Allen P P E P 

George Anderson P A E P 

David Baker N/A N/A P p 

Philip Bouknight E P P P 
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Paul Brokaw A P P A 

Dale Brown P P P P 

Kathy Carpenter P P A P 

Janet Chisom P P P P 

Steve Darr A A A P 

Linda Dickerson P P P P 

Janice Fraser P P P P 

Annette Goard P P P P 

Jason Grimes P P P P 

Robert Hall A E E E (HR) 

Michael Hickman A A A A 

Mark Hinchcliff P A P P 

Geoff Hubbard P P P P 

Herndon Jeffreys P E E P 

Kim Jeffreys P E E E 

Jacob Kave A A A N/A 

Keith Leach P P P E 

Russell Lee P A P E (HR) 

Elizabeth Link A A P P 

Don Makin E P P P 

Lisa Marshall E E E P 

Gary Marshall E P E P 

Sarah Martin A A E P 

Chad McCain P P P P 

John McDonald P E N/A N/A 

Robert McLavey P P P P 

Melissa McNair-King P P E P 

Amy Merrill Willis A A P A 

Russ Merritt P P P E 

Brian Miles A P P E 

Kristine Miles A E P P 

Bea Miller P P P P 

Christy Mitchell P P P P 

Loren Mitchell A P P P 

Jim Moss N/A N/A P P 

Sara Jane Nixon N/A N/A p p 

Mikel Pugh P P P p 

Kristin Reinhold P P P P(MAL) 

David Roberts P A A P 

Tom Robinson P P E P 

Will Robinson P P P N/A 

34



John Salley E P P P 

Rachel Shepherd P P P P 

James Smith P N/A N/A N/A 

Betsy Soto P P P P 

Eduardo Soto P P E P 

Kim Steinhorst P P P P 

Peter Thompson P E P P 

Rachel Thompson A P E P 

Allison Unroe P P E P 

Carlton Utley P P P P 

Andrew Whaley P P E P 

Morgan Whitfield P P E P 

John Wiederholt P P P P 

Brent Williams A P P P 

Robin Williamson E E E E 

Steve Willis P P P P 

Rodney Wilson A A A A 

Honorably Retired Ministers February May August November 

Terry Blevins P 

David Cozad N/A N/A P P 

Nancy Dawson P E P P 

David Dickerson E P P 

Robert Fiedler P P P 

Dusty Fiedler P P P 

George C Goodman P P P P 

Marina Gopadze P 

Tupper Garden P P P P 

Skip Hastings P P P P 

W.D. Hasty P P P 

Jim Johns P P P P 

Shirley Larson P E P 

Joe McCutchen P P P P 

Nancy Morris P P 

Robert Ramey P 

Gary Scheidt P P 

James Slate P P P 

Hugh Springer P P 

George Wilson P P P P 
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Ministers At Large February May August November 

Ellen Anderson A E A A 

Ken Chorle A E E E 

David Etheridge E E E E 

Amanda Hayes-Bowman E E N/A N/A 

Todd Hester A A A A 

Paul Johnson P A A A 

Andy King E E E E 

Jeff Kisner A A A A 

Ginny Taylor-Troutman E E E E 

Susan Verbrugge P E P A 

Ellen Woodworth A A A A 

Commissioned Pastors February May August November 

Margie Anderson P P P P 

Todd Atkins A A A A 

Diane Baldwin N/A P A A 

Phil Berry A P P P 

Dick Boswell P A P P 

Terri Cornwell P E E P 

Richard Henderson P P P A 

Al Jacobs P P A E 

Barbara Jacobs P P A E 

Lynwood Ladd A A A A 

Bill Meneeley A A A A 

Naomi Hodge-Muse P A A P 

Kelvin Perry A P P E 

Gary Pillow E A A N/A 

Mike Price A A A A 

William Rountree A A A A 

Tony Ward E P P P 
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Report of Churches Attending Presbytery Meetings in 2019 

Sort Name Feb May Aug Nov 

Altavista x x x x 

Amherst x x 

Appomattox CH x x x 

Appomattox PE x 

Arvon 

Beale Memorial 

Bedford x x x x 

Belmont 

Belspring x 

Berry Hill x x 

Bethlehem x x 

Blacksburg x x x x 

Bluemont x x x x 

Briery x x 

Brookneal x 

Browns 

Buchanan x x x x 

Buffalo 

Campbell Memorial x x 

Chatham x x x 

Christiansburg x x x x 

Clarksville x x x 

Clifton Forge 

College x x x x 

Collinsville, First x x x x 

Colonial x x x 

Concord 

Cool Spring x x 

Coolwell 

Covenant, Roanoke x x x x 

Covington, First x x x 

Cumberland x x 

Danube 

Danville, First x x x 

Sort Name Feb May Aug Nov 

Davis Memorial 

Diamond Hill x x x x 

Douglas 

Drakes Branch x x x 

Fairlawn x x x 

Falling Spring RC x x 

Farmville x x x x 

Fellowship 

Fifth Avenue x x x x 

Fincastle x x x x 

Floyd x x x x 

Forest x x x 

Forest Hills x 

Fork Union 

Gethsemane 

Glasgow x 

Glen Wilton 

Grace x 

Green Ridge x x x x 

Harmony 

Hat Creek 

Hermon 

High Bridge x x x x 

Holbrook St. x x x 

Holmes Memorial 

Jamestown 

Kayser Memorial 

Kentuck x 

Low Moor x 

Lynchburg, First x x x x 

Madisonville 

Mallow x 

37



Sort Name Feb May Aug Nov 

Martinsville, First x x x x 

Mary Horner 

Walker 

Massies Mill 

Mayberry x x x x 

Maysville x 

McAllister 

Memorial 
x x x x 

Meherrin 

Memorial 

Mercy Seat x 

Mizpah x x x x 

Montvale 

Mt Carmel 

Narrows, First 

New Concord x x 

New Dublin x x 

New Store x x x 

Northminster x x x 

Northside x x x 

Oak Level x 

Oak View x 

Old Brick x x x 

Old Concord 

Peace x x x x 

Peaks 

Pearisburg x x x x 

Phenix 

Pisgah 

Sort Name Feb May Aug Nov 

Providence 

Pulaski, First x x 

Quaker Memorial x x x x 

Radford x x x 

Raleigh Court x x x x 

Roanoke 

Roanoke Valley x x x x 

Rocky Mount 

Rough Creek 

Rustburg 

Saint Andrew x x x x 

Salem x x x x 

Second x x x x 

Sinking Spring 

South Boston, First x 

Trinity, Arvonia 

Trinity, Ridgeway 

Trinity/SML x x x x 

Unity x 

Village 

Villamont 

Virginia x 

West End x x x 

Westminster x x 

Williamson 

Memorial 
x x x x 
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REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

INFORMATION: 

Fall Financial Packets have been mailed to each of the churches in the Presbytery.  We are 

slowly receiving these commitments. 

Peaks PW Group/Circle Report Forms have been mailed out and are in the process of being 

received from the churches.  This gives us a good idea of the number of circles, their 

involvement in the community and the churches that are participating. 

Celebrate the Gifts of Women, Sunday, March 8, 2020:  On “Celebrate the Gifts of Women 

Sunday,” we honor women of faith, those who may have felt their faith falter at times, and those 

who held fast to faith.  The theme for the celebration is “Honoring Women’s Spirituality, 

Struggle, and Survival.”  Though March 8 has been set aside as “Celebrate the Gifts of Women 

Sunday,” your congregation may use the resource on any day that you choose.  The “Celebrate 

the Gifts of Women” resource is available in the November/December 2019 issue of Horizons 

magazine.  It can be downloaded free from www.pcusa.org/women.  It is also free from the 

PC(USA) store, 800.533.4371, or from www.pcusastore.com; item 27501-20-001. 

Spring Neighborhood Gatherings:  The Spring Neighborhood Gathering for the Roanoke 

Valley, Highlands, and New River Valley Neighborhoods will take place on Sunday afternoon, 

April 19, 2020.  The Spring Neighborhood Gathering for the Piedmont, Southside, and Hill 

Cities Neighborhoods will take place on Sunday afternoon, April 26, 2020.  Watch for more 

details from the Leadership Coordinators and in the next edition of Peaks PW News! 

Synod of the Mid-Atlantic PW Summer Gathering:  The Synod Summer Gathering will take 

place June 11-14, 2020, at the Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center.  The theme will 

be “Rise Up, You Women . . . Hear My Voice!” based on Isaiah 32:9.  Registration forms will be 

available soon!  There are scholarships available – if interested, please send an e mail to Helen 

Dean at hbarb55@cox.net. 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church installed their leaders on January 26 with Helen Dean. 

We are looking for leaders for our Coordinating Team and hope that some ladies will want to be 

part of this wonderful organization.  Please see Helen Dean if  you have interest or send her an e 

mail at:  hbarb55@cox.net. 

ITEMS FOR PRESBYTERY APPROVAL: None 

Respectfully submitted, 

Helen B. Dean, Moderator 

Presbyterian Women of the Peaks 
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INFORMATION: 

 The Session Records Work Group continues to review past, as well as current Session

Minutes.  To date, members have reviewed 462 sets of 2002-05 Minutes, 122 sets of

2006 Minutes, 122 sets of 2007 Minutes, 117 sets of 2008 Minutes, 113 sets of 2009

Minutes, 107 sets of 2010 Minutes, 104 sets of 2011 Minutes, 102 sets of 2012 Minutes,

94 sets of 2013 Minutes, 91 sets of 2014 Minutes, and 95 sets of 2015 Minutes, 88 sets of

2016, 84 sets for 2017, 76 sets of 2018 Minutes, and 3 sets of 2019 minutes for a total of

1,780 sets of Session Minutes.

 Please see the Addendum for the quarterly report showing the running record of minutes

submitted for review.

 Materials to assist Clerks of Session in their duties are available on-line through the

Presbytery website at www.peakspresbytery.org.  Click on “Resources”; then click on

“Forms & Documents”; then click on “Session Records” to view these materials.

 The Work Group and the Peaks staff conducted a Session Records/Statistics Workshop

on January 11, 2020, at Bedford Presbyterian Church. Twenty-six (26) individuals

representing 21 churches (19 Clerks of Session, 1 minister, and 6 others) attended the

workshop, including 6 members of the Work Group, the Presbytery Stated Clerk, and 2

Presbytery of the Peaks staff members.

 The schedule for the review of 2019 Session Minutes at Presbytery meetings in 2020 is as

follows:

February 13 – Churches with names beginning with J-O 

May 2 – Churches with names beginning with P-W 

August 15 – Churches with names beginning with A-C 

November 19 – Churches with names beginning with D-H 

 Churches that do not bring their 2019 Session Minutes to a Presbytery meeting are asked

to mail copies, along with a completed “Session Records Review Form,” to Dave Hayes,

Session Records, Blacksburg Presbyterian Church, 701 Church Street, S.E., Blacksburg,

VA 24060.  Any questions concerning Session Minutes should be directed to Dave at

540-818-1847 or davidlavhayes@gmail.com.  Churches should NOT send Minutes to the

Presbytery Office!

ACTIONS REPORTED: 

1. The Work Group wishes to make its Annual Report to Presbytery, based on the Book of Order

(G-3.0107 and G-3.0108).

As of January 23, 2019 the 76 churches listed below have submitted 2018 Session Minutes for

review.  Each church submitting 2018 Session Minutes for review in 2019 received a certificate

of appreciation.  The 13 churches in bold marked by an asterisk (*) received a gold seal on the

certificate for submitting minutes that were “Approved Without Exception.”
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* Altavista Appomattox PE * Bedford

Berry Hill  Bethlehem  Blacksburg

*Bluemont Briery   Brookneal

Buchanan Campbell Memorial * Christiansburg

Clarksville Clifton Forge   College

Collinsville, First Colonial  * Covenant, Roanoke

Covington, First Cumberland  Danville, First

* Diamond Hill Douglas Drakes Branch

*Fairlawn Falling Spring, RC Farmville

*Floyd Forest  Forest Hills

*Green Ridge Hermon *High Bridge

Holbrook Street Kentuck  Low Moor

Lynchburg, First Madisonville   Mallow

Martinsville, First Mary Horner Walker Mayberry

Maysville McAllister Memorial Meherrin

Memorial Mizpah Mount Carmel

New Concord *New Dublin New Store

*Northminster, Roanoke Northside Oak Level

Oak View Old Brick Old Concord

Peace Peaks * Pearisburg

Providence Pulaski, First Quaker Memorial

Radford Raleigh Court Roanoke Valley

Rocky Mount Rustburg Saint Andrew

Salem South Boston, First Trinity SML

Village Villamont West End

Williamson Memorial

As of January 23, 42 churches had not submitted their 2018 Session Minutes for review. 

Amherst Appomattox CH Arvon   

Beale Memorial  Belmont  Belspring 

Browns  Buffalo  Chatham 

Concord  Cool Spring Coolwell 

Danube  Davis Memorial  Fellowship 

Fifth Avenue  Fincastle  Fork Union  

Gethsemane Glasgow  Glen Wilton 

Grace   Harmony Hat Creek 

Holmes Memorial Jamestown Kayser Memorial  

Massies Mill  Mercy Seat  Montvale 

Narrows, First  Phenix  Pisgah  

Roanoke Roanoke, Second   Rough Creek  

Sinking Spring  Trinity, New Canton Trinity, Ridgeway 

Unity   Virginia  Westminster 
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INFORMATION: 

 Black Caucus is in the process of updating the Mission Statement

 Black Caucus is working with the Churches to continue to update the rosters for each of

the churches

 Newsletter will be published on a quarterly basis

ACTIONS REPORTED: 

1. In December we supported two church families with a donation for

Christmas – Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in Roanoke and Holbrook

Presbyterian Church in Danville, VA

2. Officers have been elected and have started their terms according to the

by-laws

3. Program Committee Document has been approved along with the budget

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Continue to bring in new members and to encourage our members to

attend Presbytery Meetings.

Presbytery Action Required:  None 

Respectfully submitted, 

Naomi Hodge-Muse, President 

Black Caucus 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY 

INFORMATION: 

 Met January 14, 2020 at Bedford Presbyterian Church.

 Next meeting is Tuesday, April 14 at 9:30 at Bedford Presbyterian Church.

ACTIONS REPORTED: 

 Accepted  Emily Sutphin as an Inquirer in the ordination process.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  None. 
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2019 Necrology List for Ruling Elders and Christian Educators 

 

Name Church Date 

Nat Harvey Bedford Presbyterian Church 1-16-19 

Dick Fowler Bedford Presbyterian Church 7-18-19 

Edward Chumbley Belspring Presbyterian Church 5-10-19 

Phyllis Talley Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 12-30-19 

Anne Stottler Grover Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 7-08-19 

Dea Smith Buchanan Presbyterian Church 2-15-19 

Andrew Robert 

Messner 

Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 1-01-19 

Denny Howard 

Woodyard 

Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 1-04-19 

James W. Collins First Presbyterian Church, Collinsville 7-26-19 

Mary Ellen Spencer First Presbyterian Church, Collinsville 11-05-19 

John “Ollie” Stein Covenant Presbyterian Church 1-18-19 

Marie Harrison 

Carpenter 

First Presbyterian Church, Covington 3-12-19 

Mark Campbell First Presbyterian Church, Covington 10-05-19 

Lena Rose Huddleston Cumberland Presbyterian Church 8-10-19 

Marie-Louise Crane First Presbyterian Church, Danville 4-05-19 

A.B. Motley First Presbyterian Church, Danville 5-05-19 

Kenneth Dawson Diamond Hill Presbyterian Church 5-06-19 

Delia Tanner Diamond Hill Presbyterian Church 6-09-19 

Nelly Finch Diamond Hill Presbyterian Church 8-27-19 

William “Billy” Emore Falling Spring Presbyterian Church 1-03-19 

John Graham Fincastle Presbyterian Church  

Carol Brenner Fincastle Presbyterian Church  

Leon Tomlin Fincastle Presbyterian Church  

Frank Bond Green Ridge Presbyterian Church 11-06-19 

Lee Hobson Armentrout High Bridge Presbyterian Church 11-30-19 

Frank Buhler First Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg 4-06-19 

Dr. Harold Riley, III First Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg 8-14-19 

Dr. Francis Teague, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg 6-27-19 

B. Gordon Watkins, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg 12-24-19 

Walter Anderson First Presbyterian Church, Martinsville 4-03-19 

Louis Judson First Presbyterian Church, Martinsville 6-14-19 

Frances Leavitts First Presbyterian Church, Martinsville 3-23-19 
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Libby Riley 
(Christian Educator) 

McAllister Memorial Presbyterian 

Church 

10-17-19

James W. Quesenberry New Dublin Presbyterian Church 1-20-19

Betty L.  Dixon Northminster Presbyterian Church 4-08-19

James F. Maile Northminster Presbyterian Church 8-21-19

Walter Simpkins Northside Presbyterian Church 11-02-19

Phillip Mealer Oak Level Presbyterian Church 7-07-19

Mary Lou Breeden Oak Level Presbyterian Church 10-13-19

A. Conway Goodman Oak Level Presbyterian Church 12-26-19

Mary Carolyn Caldwell Old Brick Presbyterian Church 7-27-19

Ruby Key Craghead Peaks Presbyterian Church 3-20-19

Robert “Bob” Kane 
(Christian Educator) 

Pearisburg Presbyterian Church 3-05-19

David Spivey First Presbyterian Church, Pulaski 4-14-19

Martha Moody First Presbyterian Church, Pulaski 10-31-19

Charles Stewart, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Pulaski 4-13-19

Betty Swecker Abbott First Presbyterian Church, Pulaski 8-14-19

Curt Taylor 
(Christian Educator) 

Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 3-12-19

Bob Johnson Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 5-04-19

John Cure Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church 2-20-19

Ron Kolen Brander The Presbyterian Church of Radford 1-06-19

Richard Davis The Presbyterian Church of Radford 6-02-19

James Clouse Roanoke Valley Presbyterian Church 2-10-19

Amy Elson Roanoke Valley Presbyterian Church 10-31-19

Ben Dickerson Salem Presbyterian Church 2-18-19

Anne Bach Salem Presbyterian Church 8-31-19

Maria Stallions Salem Presbyterian Church 10-06-19

Bob Goodwin Salem Presbyterian Church 11-11-19

Margaret Foss Second Presbyterian Church 3-06-19

Robert Hody Second Presbyterian Church 2-14-19

Carlton Waskey Second Presbyterian Church 7-05-19

Robert Nelson First Presbyterian Church, South Boston 4-02-19

Margaret Ann Seay Trinity Presbyterian Church, New 

Canton 

3-17-18

Thomas Wright Virginia Presbyterian Church 4-26-19

Pat Knowles Westminster Presbyterian Church 5-15-19

Hugh Keys Westminster Presbyterian Church 12-04-19

Clarence Lewis Williamson Memorial Presbyterian 6-21-19
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Church 

Mildred Sowers Williamson Memorial Presbyterian 

Church 

10-13-19

2019 Necrology List for Pastors 

Rev. John Kearfort   Boyd Pastor of New Dublin, 1974-1992 4-22-19
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLESHIP 

INFORMATION: 

 Met at 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 16 with the primary focus of the meeting being a

conversation of the Mission Study Report with Melissa McNair-King.

 Rachel Shepherd reported that the Youth Council is prepared for the Presbytery Youth

Retreat on Feb. 21-22.

 The next meeting will be Thursday, April 2 at 12:00 p.m. at the Intersection Youth House

at Second Presbyterian, Roanoke.

CLOSING BUSINESS 

Report on Attendance and Absences……………………………….John Wiederholt, Stated Clerk 

Resolution of Appreciation………………………………………………….......…Kim Steinhorst 

Closing Prayer………………………………………………………………...……….Skip Martin 

Motion to Adjourn ……………………………………………………………….John Wiederholt 

ATTENDANCE AND ABSENCES 

PRESBYTERY OF THE PEAKS 

February 13, 2020 

Teaching Elder Members of the Presbytery ………………………………………….. 57 

Commissioned Ruling Elders Present and Entitled to Vote …………………………. 4 

Ruling Elder Commissioners/Cabinet/Committee Chairs …………………………… 79 

SUB-TOTAL VOTING: 140 

Other Teaching Elders Serving in Peaks……………………………………………… 0 

Visiting Ministers ……………………………………………………………………. 3 

Certified Christian Educators ………………………………………………………… 0 

Youth Advisory Delegates……………………………………………………………. 0 

Visiting Ruling Elders ………………………………………………………………... 26 

Other Visitors ………………………………………………………………………… 11 

Presbytery Staff Not Included Above ………………………………………………... 2 

SUB-TOTAL  NON-VOTING 42 

TOTAL ATTENDANCE 182 

Total Teaching Elders Excused ………………………………………………………. 11 

Teaching Elders Absent ……………………………………………………………… 14 

Churches  Represented by Ruling Elder Commissioners ………………………... 62 
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 X X X  X  X
1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X X X X X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

CHURCH

Danube

Cool Spring
Coolwell
Covenant, Lynchburg (Dism)
Covenant, Roanoke
Covington, First
Cumberland

Clarksville
Clifton Forge
College
Collinsville, First
Colonial
Concord

Browns
Buchanan
Buffalo
Campbell Memorial
Chatham
Christiansburg 

Bethlehem
Blacksburg
Bluemont
Bouldin Memorial (dismissed)
Briery
Brookneal

Beale Memorial (Dismissed ?)
Bedford
Belmont
Belspring
Berry Hill
Bethel (dismissed)

SESSION RECORDS REVIEWED AS OF February 6, 2020

Altavista 
Amherst
Appomattox CH
Appomattox PE
Arvon (Yoked in Christ)
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019CHURCH
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X X X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1  X X X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1

Galatia (dismissed) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X X X X X
1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1Mallow

Jamestown
Kayser Memorial
Kentuck
Low Moor
Lynchburg, First
Madisonville

Harmony
Hat Creek
Hermon
High Bridge
Holbrook Street
Holmes Memorial

Fork Union (Yoked in Christ)

Gethsemane
Glasgow
Glen Wilton
Grace
Green Ridge 

Fellowship
Fifth Avenue
Fincastle
Floyd 
Forest
Forest Hills

Dublin  (Dismissed)
Elon  (Dismissed 2015)
Fairlawn
Falling Spring, Glasgow (RC)
Falling Spring, Hot Spr.  (AC)(Dismissed)

Farmville

Danville, First
Davis Memorial
Diamond Hill 
Douglas
Drakes Branch
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019CHURCH
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 X X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

New Hope (dismissed) 1 1 1 1 1 1 X X X X X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X X X X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1
Piedmont (dismissed) 1 1 1 1 1 1 X X X X X

1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1Roanoke

Pisgah
Providence
Pulaski, First
Quaker Memorial
Radford
Raleigh Court

Old Brick
Old Concord
Peace
Peaks
Pearisburg 
Phenix

New Store
Northminster, MH (dismissed)
Northminster, Roanoke
Northside
Oak Level
Oak View

Mizpah
Montvale
Mount Carmel
Narrows, First
New Concord
New Dublin

Mayberry
Maysville
McAllister Memorial
Meherrin
Memorial
Mercy Seat

Martinsville, First
Mary Horner Walker
Massies Mill
Matthews Memorial (dissolved)
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019CHURCH
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 X X X X X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 X
1 1 1 1 1 1

X X X X X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Walker's (dismissed) 1 1 1 1 X X X X X
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

113 122 122 117 113 107 104 102 94 91 95 88 84 77 8

Total 2002-2019 1786
Note: the Total includes 115 from 2002 year and 117 from 2003 year and 117 for 2004 year not shown on this table

(Y)= Arvon, Fork Union, and Trinity, New Canton are yoked in Christ Presbyterian Parish and turned in one set of minutes, we credited each.  (2015) 
Steve Earl reports that the above is incorrect and yoked churches need to submit minutes for each church.  (Aug 20, 2016.)
Further historical information has been received which suggests one set of minutes may be adequate. TBD (Oct. 2016).
Presbytery Office referred Eliz. Jones, Clerk of Trinity New Canton to D.Hayes of Session Records.  Hayes told her to turn in the Tri-Session minutes
and we would credit all three since individual sessions don't meet. (Jan 2020)

TOTAL 

Village
Villamont
Virginia

West End
Westminster
Williamson Memorial 

Slate Mountain (dismissed)
South Boston, First
Trinity, New Canton (Y in Chr)
Trinity, Ridgeway
Trinity Ecumenical Parish
Unity

Rustburg
Saint Andrew
Salem
Shelton Memorial (Mer. Unity)
Sinking Spring

Roanoke, First (dismissed)
Roanoke, Second
Roanoke Valley
Rocky Mount
Rough Creek
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