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Two Cents a Meal Grant Applica-
tions due date has been extended 
to April 30, 2020. Please send to 

the Presbytery Office or email to: 
julie.dyke@peakspresbytery.org 
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As you know, things are rapidly changing with the Corona-virus.  Please 
continue to check the Peaks Presbytery webpage for updates.  Our office 
will remain open should you need to contact us. 
 

Committee and Workgroup Meetings scheduled between March 17 and 
April 30 will be meeting by Conference Call or Zoom.  Please check the 
Presbytery Calendar on our webpage for that information. 

 

Also, we invite all churches recording services online to send us your 

links.  We would like to share those resources with our faith community. 
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Coronavirus Reflections and Recommendations – Carl Utley, Transitional General Presbyter  

 

Public Worship and Sunday School 
 

As of Sunday, March 15, the National Centers for Disease Control (CDC) is recommending that we cancel public 
gatherings of more than 50 people for the next 8 weeks.  Congregations that meet that description are encour-
aged to comply, but each local session will decide what is best, given local circumstances, exposure to the virus, 
and needs. 

 

Local sessions determine what Presbyterian congregations will do, but given the vulnerability of most of our con-
gregation members, I recommend that: 

No public worship be offered by our congregations through the end of March. 

Evaluate whether to worship in April by March 30. 

Evaluate whether to worship in May by April 27. 
 

If sessions decide to continue to hold worship services, we trust they will observe the cautions already published 
widely:  1) Clean your hands often, 2) Avoid close contact, 3) Stay home if you are sick, 4) Cover coughs and 
sneezes, 5) Clean and disinfect. 
 

Church Meetings:  These are small gatherings and each congregation should decide what is best. As for Presby-
tery committees and workgroups, we are holding only Zoom or conference calls until the end of April.  Face to 
face meetings may resume in May, depending on what circumstances are at the time. 
 

Creative Opportunities 

 

Pastors and worship leaders with technological skills are being creative with online worship opportunities.  The 
presbytery will gather web-links that our congregations offer and post them on the presbytery website and Face-
book page.  Peaks congregations will be welcome to submit links to their online or streaming worship services.  If 
you have a link you’d like to share, please email those to Julie Dyke at julie.dyke@peakspresbytery.org. 
 

For congregations without pastoral leaders, Rachel Shepherd and I will be offering weekly YouTube worship ser-
vices recorded from the presbytery sanctuary through the end of April. We will also investigate offering podcasts 
for the same period of time. If need be, we will extend that ministry beyond April.  Let’s see how it all unfolds.  
We will email instructions later this week. 

 

Ministry Opportunities 
 

Continue to pray for one another, to reach out to vulnerable people, and to encourage one another in this uncer-
tain time.  Pray also for national, state, and local officials, as well as those who administer medical care, that they 
may offer the leadership and guidance called for by our circumstances. 
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Churches within the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee sustained little to no damage from destructive 
storms that ravaged the state early Tuesday morning, killing at least 22 people, according to an ini-
tial assessment. 

But Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has reached out to the presbytery staff to offer any as-
sistance that might be needed down the road. 

“A lot of the communities have been devastated, so we’re waiting to hear what the needs are at this 
point,” said Robin Thomas, who is co-executive presbyter for the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee 
with her husband, Ray. 

“PDA quickly notified us this morning of the possible grants that we can apply for,” she added. 
“They’re willing to come down to be on the ground with us, but we just don’t know what that need is 
yet.” 

A tornado tore through parts of Nashville and nearby counties, resulting in extensive damage and 
loss of life, numerous collapsed buildings and broken trees. 

In addition to reaching out to the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee to offer help doing a damage as-

sessment, PDA sent out a donation appeal on social media as well as a  

request for prayer for the affected communities.  

Anyone who would like to give donations through the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A) is asked to designate donations to DR000015.  

Presbyterian Disaster        

Assistance reaching out     

after destructive storms in 

Tennessee 
 

March 3, 2020 by Presbyterian News Service   

http://www.presbyterymiddletennessee.org/
https://pda.pcusa.org/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000015/?fbclid=IwAR37BLrTJ0-V6I4dDkXX-7l6QSccbBdUAUMod_ktXSeQv-Smi1urO0bPABY
https://pres-outlook.org/author/presbyteriannewsservice/
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YOU ARE INVITED 

to join us for a presentation and discussion 

about South Sudan and a possible partnership  

with the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan (PCOSS) 
 

Wednesday March 18, 2020 

6:30 PM following the Fellowship Dinner 

If you wish to also have dinner  

call 540-989-3314 by March 16. $10.00 for chef prepared meal. 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

8131 Deyerle Road SW 

Roanoke, VA 
 

 

 

 

 

Sandra Whitt, representing the  

Peaks Mission Committee,  

and members of the South Sudan  

diaspora will be leading the program. 

 

Our goal is to inform, inspire and  

“peak” your interest in forming a 

partnership. As Rev. John Yor Nyiker 

the PCOSS General Secretary says, 

a partnership where we 

share information and news about 

each other, exchange communication 

and visits, pray for each other in  

happiness, sadness, and ministry  

together for the glory of God. 

 

                Please join us! 

POSTPONED 
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“Building partnerships in Christ, to empower communities of faith to be the 

Body of Christ for the world.” 

PRESBYTERY CALENDAR 

Date        Time                  Event                            Location 

3/18/20     2:00 p.m.           CP Workgroup                                   Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Presbytery Meeting: 

May 2, 2020 

Meeting Location:  Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 

 

On-Line Calendar 

Peaks Postings is published each week on Tuesday. Please submit news, events, or prayer requests by noon on Mon-

days to Julie Dyke at julie.dyke@peakspresbytery.org for inclusion in the following issue.  

Guidelines for announcements or news items to be featured in Peaks Postings: 

 Keep the information to one page or less.         
 Use links to web sites rather than including lots of details. 
 Please obtain permission from the people pictured in your photos before submitting them to Peaks Postings. 
Peaks Postings Editors reserve the right to 
 feature or not feature an article.  Our first priority is to feature activities within POP churches and the Presbytery.  

 edit submitted articles/announcements. 
 limit the number of weeks an article/announcement is featured. 
Past issues of Peaks Postings are archived for about six months on our website, Presbytery of the Peaks. 

Presbytery of the Peaks 

108 Melinda Dr. 

Lynchburg, VA 24502 
Phone: 434-845-1754 

Toll Free: 1-888-557-3257 

Fax: 434-845-7829 

e-mail: office@peakspresbytery.org 

Web Site: peakspresbytery.org                                            

Julie Dyke, Administrative Support 

Robin Padgett, Office Manager 

Denise Pillow, Hunger Action Advocate 

John Wiederholt, Stated Clerk 

Carl Utley, Transitional General Presbyter 

Rachel Shepherd, Transitional Associate Presbyter for  

                                                 Discipleship 

http://www.peakspresbytery.org/index.php/events/calendar-of-events
mailto:julie.dyke@peakspresbytery.org
http://www.peakspresbytery.org/
mailto:office@peakspresbytery.org
http://www.peakspresbytery.org/

