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Dear Friends,

With gratitude, we are pleased to share with you this report of our activities in
20009.

In each of our programs we have experienced blessings as we partner to serve
many people in Central America and Mexico. Thanks to your support, our
programs continue to thrive.

In 2009, you reached out with wus i avert he Wom
two thousand women participated in our classes and workshops. We welcomed

more than twenty delegations through our Intercultural Encounters program for
transformational experiences and relationship building in Guatemala. And we

formally began activities in our new Ministry in Situations of Crisis, holding two

workshops that trained thirty people on how to respond most effectively both during

and after disasters. These workshops, along with other efforts, enabled Cedepca to

respond immediately and provide support for those in need in Guatemala after the

eruption of the Pacaya volcano and Tropical Storm Agatha in May and June of

2010.

These are opportune times to unite our efforts, bringing good news of salvation and
life to hundreds of people. We believe that the ministry of Cedepca is possible
because of the partnerships that we have with churches, institutions, and
individuals, not only in Central America, but in North American and Europe as well.
All of you are a part of our work. As you read this report, | hope that you will feel
the joy that comes with knowing that your support makes a great difference in the
lives of those who have participated in our classes, workshops, and projects, both
now and in the future.

We invite you to continue with us in this important work, as we dream for a more
just world where all are treated with dignity and can find happiness and peace.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

<%

Judith Castafieda
General Coordinator



— Our Mission

1. Facilitate theological reflection and pastoral practice that is evangelical, rooted in our own
context, librating, and interdenominational.

2. Accompany and serve those sectors of our churches that are eager to articulate their own
theological reflection and pastoral practice.

3. Promote the dignity and self-esteem of women; work to eliminate violence against
women; transform and unify womenoés .l eader

4. Offer opportunities for reflection and encounter for people from different cultures and with
widely-differing personal stories, to help each participant understand his or her personal
reality in terms of other realities, thus helping to build a more tolerant, just and equitable
world.

5. Seek to understand the role played by religion and spirituality in the socio-political,
economic and cultural life of Latin America. Offer churches elements of social-religious
analysis that can assist them in their pastoral ministry.

6. Support ministries of service in times of crisis and offer solidarity and consolation.

— Our Roots

In the seventies, students and professors at the Latin American Biblical Seminary in Costa
Rica began to rethink their theology and pastoral practice. Mindful of the far-reaching
pastoral, theological and | iturgical r e tfhesr
they tackled the tough question of what it meant to be faithful to Jesus Christ in Latin
America. Under the leadership of Dr. Orlando Costas, these pioneers created the Latin
American Evangelical Center for Pastoral Studies (Celep).

In more than two decades of ecumenical labor, Celep designed and implemented research
and training programs designed to respond to the needs of church leaders, women and men,
who were engaged in pastoral work but who had little access to continuing theological and
pastoral training.

From the beginning, Celep celebrated the pastoral gifts of women, has trained women as
church and community leaders, and has worked to eliminate violence against women and
children.

In September 1985 the Central Americans who participated in Celep had set up a regional
office named the Central American Evangelical Center for Pastoral Studies (Cedepca).
Similar regional initiatives were established in Mexico, Brazil and Peru. By 1998, Celep, the
umbrella organization, had devolved into its regional offices.
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Womeno6s Pastor a ogram

In 2009 2,687 wome n and men participatedi n the program

GENDER

3000

2500

2000

1500

1000

500

Women Men Total

These 2,687 participants are  members of churches from
different denominations.

PARTICIPANTS BY DENOMINATION
2687

1217




The Women's Pastoral Program
In Central America and Mexico

Courses:

Healthy Relationships

| t 6 s MwbeaeWomans
Womendés Theol og
Naming our Pain

Alternatives to Violence
Emotional Intelligence

Gender Relationships in Church

= —a-a_-a_-9_-9_-9

Workshops:

1 The Broken Vows, video
1 Walking Together
1 Sexual and Reproductive Health

T Women's rights

Special Celebrations:

1 World Day of Prayer

cedepca

cedepca

eeeeee

san S
EL SALWVADOR

1 Annual conference on theologigadstoral reflection
1 International Day of NotViolence Toward Women

Publications:

1 TEMAS (thebulletin oftheWo me n 6 s

Assistance:

i1 Pastoral Gunseling

1 Psychological and Legald@inseling.

Progr am)



Testimony

d was sad to have been born a woman because of the injustice and pain that society
creates for women.! & Y& LI NByidQa 2yfeée RIddZAKISNI | yR
hearing horrible hings about girls and suffered unequal treatment from my parewts)

gave priority to the boysThese experiences crushed my heart.

One day | discovered that women, too, are on Gdwart and that God provides tools

and resources so that women hear and see God as Wgle of those resources for me

was Cedepca, whichelped to affirm me and empower me as a womanwas sick,
invisible, without a name and embarrassed for being a woman, and this course has been a
way for me to grow as a person, as a woman, and as a worthy, iatéllignd autonomous
KdzYly o0SAy3oé

Miriam Carrillo, Guatemala Geainder Relationships in the Chuéch ¢ 2 NJ a K 2 LJ

10th ANIVERSARY

WOMENOGS PROGRAM
IN COSTA RICA
November , 2009

WORLD DAY OF
PRAYER
March , 2009
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Intercultural Encounters

Delegations that visited Guatemala in 20 09 for
iImmersion experiences and work projects

In 2009 we received 21 delegations totaling 258 persons.

PARTICIPANTS BY GENDER
GUATEMALA 2009

300 +

200 +

100 -

Women Men Total

DELEGATIONS
GUATEMALA 2009

25 7

20

15 1




Testimonies

nl feel stronger sense of responsibil:
fewer opportunities in life. | also & a strong connection to people of

Guatemala and appreciate that we are o
deep appreciation and respect for peop

faith daily in service to others and making the world better fagrath
Univesity Presbyterian Church Group
Chapel Hill, NC

AnWe took a huge hi ke up to a Mayan hol
mountain in the crater of a volcano. That night we had our home stays with

our Mayan families. | have never seen suclphakty from people who had

so little. The overnight stay was the most eye opening experience | have ever

hado
Second Presbyterian Churdfouth Group

Richmond, VA
o« Youth group from
Second Presbyterian Ch  urch
Richmond, VA

August, 20009.

Youth group from -
Oakhurst Presbyterian Church
Atlanta , GA

June 2009 .




Ministry in Situations of Crisis

Beginning in 2009 Cedepcamade this a permanent progranpromoting theological
reflection o the causes afatural disasters and how God calls us to respond to human
suffering, including practical ways thahwrches can help to prepare fand respond

to local disasters

PARTICIPANTS IN WORKSHOPS
"DISASTER ASISTANCE"

30 PARTICIPANTS

JEVEEEREY

ONEDRONLRN0O

oWomen
OMen

Coban Guatemala Total

Response to Drought and Famine in Guatemala

In 2009 Guatemala sufferea severe drought which killed crops and caused immediate
famine. Cedepca applied for and received a grant from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to
aid one of the most affected communities, providing food and psychological counseling, as
well as the develapent of a plan for better preparation in the future.

Crop loss and damage because of the drought, October 2009
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Publications and m

Communication Training

PasCom 2009 activities:

Courses, workshops, conferences and consulting services:

¢ "Religion and development in Guatemala"
- a universitylevel course

¢ Writer's Workshop for Cedepca students and staff

¢ Communication and Culturea lecture

¢ Lecture on Media, Religion and Culture;
consulting service on how to prepare an
institutional commauication strategy.

Global Media Monitoring Project. Cedepca, as a member of
the World Association for Christian Communication,
participated in Guatemala in the world's largest study of
gender and the medid.o see the full report, see
www.whomakesthenews.org

Clipping serviceProvided a clipping service,
circulating an average of Z8D clippings per week in
English and 510 per week in Spanish.
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Biblical Theological Formation ’/

94 Students Gender
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25 4
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Courses offe red in 2009

University StudiesGuatemalaCity
Old TestamenH.
Liturgy |

Mission of the Church
Theological Ethics
Church Historyl
Hebrew

Christology

Too o0 350 J>0 o oo

Tutorin%University Studiesn Guatemala City
The Theologcal Task
A History an Theolo%y of Salvation
A Introduction to theBible
A Christology
A New Testament|
A Old Testamenti

Intensive Courseis the Pastoral Institute in Guatemala City
Focus in Theology
A Seminar in Bible Tl
A Specialized Pastoral Ministry

12



University Studie®uetzaltenango

A New Testamentl _
A History and Theology of Salvation
A Focus on Theology Seminar orEco-Theology

A Introductionto the Bible.

Pastoralnstitutein Poptun Petén
A Ecclesiology and Pneumatology
A Written Communication
A Indigenous and African American Spirituality

Pastoral mstitutein Chimaltenango
A Ethic and Spiritualit
A Shalom, Health and Salvation
A Great and Marvelous Are Your Wark

In C e d e pprogrénsl took the first steps in my theological formatidn.
learned that as indigenous women we are impordow | feel that | share in
equality with others. | discovered ngifts and abilities.Now | help other

women.

Carmelina Sam
Quetzaltenango
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General Activities

Cedepca Mission and Vision
In 2009 we continwkto work on tle mission and vision of Cedepaad engaged in
strategic planningDr. Karla Koll facilitated two workshops where we reviewed the
hi story and purpose of Cedepcads work. The
about "Ecumenism” and the Rev. Delia Leal letiomkshop on "Feminism."

Celebrating a new Educational Center
and 23 " Anniversary

For a long time, we have needed additional space. We finally broke ground in July
2008 and finished construction in the summer of 20D8.August 8, 2009ve
dedicatedtie new Educational Center at Cedepca with a service of thanksgiving.

At the same celebration we thanked God for the 23 years of work Cedepca has carried
out in Central America and Mexico. Dr. Violeta Rocha, Rector of the Latin American
Biblical Universty in Costa Rica, was the guest preacher. She also presented Cedepca
with a plaque recognizing 23 years of service.

Thanksgiving service for the new Educational Center
14



