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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN PURPOSE

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves: to nurture
our faith through prayer and Bible study; to support the mission of the church worldwide; to work for justice

and peace; and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of Godds kingdom.

FROM THE MODERATOR (Janet Rakes)
jimjanetrakes@comcast.net
540-951-4282

Hi!

April was a great month for PW. It was exhilarating visiting with the women in the churches during
the Spring Cluster Gatherings. It was special, too, having the opportunity to hear from some of the
pastors in our presbytery. We are truly blessed by the pastor leadership in the Presbytery of the
Peaks. Look for the articles in this newsletter from the Leadership Coordinators summarizing each of
the four gatherings.

If you did not pick up your PW Directory at one of the Spring Cluster Gatherings and have not
received it in the mail, please contact me at the e-mail address or phone number above. Some of
you elect leaders at the beginning of the calendar year, and some do so in the spring and fall. If you
will call or e-mail me (or send by regular mail if you prefer) your new moderator or contact person
info, |1 will make sure the mailing list is updated so the right person receives all communications.

The PW Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Summer Gathering will be held at Massanetta Springs Camp and
Conference Center in Harrisonburg, Virginia, June 10-13, 2010. Currently, the Presbytery of the
Peaks has fourteen women registered to attend. The Peaks PW has awarded a first-time attendee a
scholarship, fully covering her costs to attend the gathering.

Our Annual PW Gathering this fall will be September 25 and will be held at Quaker Memorial
Presbyterian Church in Lynchburg. Please join us!

We continue to receive financial support pledges from the PW in the churches, and we are so
grateful. Your Coordinating Team is working hard to serve you and is eager to help you in whatever
way you may wish or need.

The deadline for applying to participate in the October 2011 PW Global Exchange to India has been
extended from June 1 to September 1, 2010. Please contact me if you are interested. If chosen, the
cost per participant to attend is $5,000, and the money is raised through fundraising. For more info,
see the flyer at the end of this newsletter.

The search has begun for women to serve in leadership positions in the Churchwide PW during the
2012-15 triennium. The deadline for nominations is November 1, 2010. Please contact me if you are
interested or would like to nominate someone.

Have a wonderful, fun-filled, and relaxing summer!

Blessings, Janet
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2012 CHURCHWIDE GATHERING TO TAKE PLACE IN FLORIDA

Even though ités a |little over two years away,
2012 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women, so start saving your money now!

This special triennial Gathering will take place July 18-22, 2012, at the Gaylord Palms Resort and
Convention Center in Kissi mmee, FIl ori da. The
on Psalm 46:4-5 (NRSV).

Theresa Underwood and Shelda Wills are members of the Gathering Planning Team. As more
information becomes available, they will share it with you through Peaks PW News, so stay tuned!
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FROM THE LEADERSHIP COORDINATOR FOR CLUSTERS 1-6 (Janice Wells)
janicefire03@peoplepc.com
434-568-4981

SPRING CLUSTER GATHERING FOR CLUSTERS 1, 2, AND 3

The Spring Cluster Gathering was held on April 25, 2010, at Briery Presbyterian Church, Keysville,
Virginia, with 44 in attendance. Plans and implementations were made to have an array of
participants on the program. The participants ranged in ages from teenagers to senior citizens and
included The Reverend Shawn Reyburn, Pastor at Briery. Members of Briery, Drakes Branch, and
Gethsemane Presbyterian Churches graciously accepted an active role on the program. An
abundance of hygiene kit items were donated, and 76 kits were assembled and mailed to Church
World Service. The recipient of the offering in the amount of $418 was Wyldlife, which is a middle
school-aged student segment of the Young Life ministry. Young Life is the overall organization with a
vision of every adolescent having the opportunity to meet Jesus Christ and follow him.

FROM THE LEADERSHIP COORDINATOR FOR CLUSTERS 1-6 (Lorna Whisler)
Idoone@ntelos.net
540-291-1499

SPRING CLUSTER GATHERING FOR CLUSTERS 4, 5, AND 6

Forty-four women gathered on Saturday, April 17, 2010, at Holbrook Street Presbyterian Church in
the historical section of Danville, Virginia. We were all graciously greeted by the ladies of Holbrook
Street and invited to enjoy refreshments as we registered for the gathering.

The program began at 9: 30 with Wanda McDowel I, H
to her church and opening the gathering with prayer. Janice Wells, the other Leadership Coordinator

for Clusters 1-6, lit the Christ Candle and led the attendees in reciting the PW Purpose. Highlights of

the morningbés program werés ta @8el agPreesbyskrtan
by Geraldine Adams and Virginia Watkins; hearing from Stephen Anderson, the Director of Ministry
Coalition, the homeless House of Hope; a meaningful memorial service by Elease Wilson, PW

Moderator, Holbrook Street, with assistance in lighting the memorial candles by Sherryl Venable for

Cluster 4, Laura Crumbly for Cluster 5, and Marcia Delicate for Cluster 6. Our message of reflection

for the morning ADo You Hear What Rahabolbkbekar d? o
Street. Her message gave us all a new insight in the life of Rahab and how we, today, have a place

in Gododés grand plan just as Rahab did way back t

The total mission offering was $475 which will be forwarded to House of Hope in Danville. We
collected items to make hygiene kits, and these kits will be delivered to the Church World Service
Warehouse in Waldorf, Maryland.

Members of The Peaks PWCT participated in a fiLea
info and interested in learning more about being a moderator, vice-moderator, secretary, treasurer,
historian, or mission coordinator. The Moderator of the Search Committee and Search Committee
members provided information about positions available on the PWPPCT, and our Racial Ethnic
Representative, Gail Gunn, introduced us to a lovely book, Women of the World, by Rieneke

Leenders. It is a photographic project about the social status of women throughout the world. It

beautifully illustrates for us that we are all connected no matter where our ancestors came from or

where we all currently live.



FROM THE LEADERSHIP COORDINATOR FOR CLUSTERS 7-12 (Susan Mullins)
mailm224067@yahoo.com
540-483-1078

SPRING CLUSTER GATHERING FOR CLUSTERS 7, 8, 9, AND 10

The Spring Gathering for Clusters 7, 8, 9, and 10 was held on Saturday, April 24, at High Bridge
Presbyterian Church in Natural Bridge, Virginia, with 60 attendees. The Reverend Jason Grimes,
Pastor of High Bridge, delivered a message entitled "Save Some for Me," with scripture readings
from Deuteronomy and 1st Corinthians. Esther Pennington spoke to us about the work of Natural
Bridge/Glasgow Food Pantry, which was our offering recipient. Our offering totaled $603. Also, each
church was asked to bring canned food for the food pantry. The ladies at High Bridge served
refreshments during registration and a delicious light luncheon after the program. Many thanks to all
the ladies that participated and helped make the day a success.

FROM THE LEADERSHIP COORDINATOR FOR CLUSTERS 7-12

(Pam Claterbaugh)
pclat@msn.com
540-992-6517

SPRING CLUSTER GATHERING FOR CLUSTERS 11 AND 12

April 18, 2010, was a beautiful spring day to have a gathering of Presbyterian Women. New Dublin
Presbyterian Church hosted the event, and we offer them our sincere thanks. My special thanks to
Frances Guthrie and Bernadine Banning for all their hard work.

The Reverend David Taylor, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Floyd and Moderator of the

Presbytery of the Peaks, was the guest speaker. His topicwas"Mi s si on witH We capit
really appreciate his taking time out of his busy schedule to attend our gathering. He also brought

along his wife, son, and mother, and we certainly enjoyed having them.

Thanks to all those who patrticipated in the program: Sandra Gisiner, Susan Mullins, Bernadine
Banning, Frances Guthrie, Anne Greene, Judy Friant, Lisa Kegley, Phyllis Vice, and Gay Streithof.
We coul dnét have done it without vyou!

We had 50 in attendance, and we collected $417 for Beulah House, a home for the terminally ill. We
were pleased to have Judy Epperly, Director of Beulah House, with us.

Thanks again to everyone who made this day possible, and it was a great Spring Gathering!



FROM THE VICE MODERATOR (Shelda Wills)
swills@usit.net
540-382-4003

22ND ANNUAL GATHERING SEPTEMBER 25 AT QUAKER MEMORIAL PC

The 22nd Annual Gathering of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of the Peaks will take place
Saturday, September 25, at Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church in Lynchburg. The theme for the
daybés events wil/l be ALove I s Al We Need. O

Pam Snyder, a member of the PC(USA) Presbyterian
Commission on the Status of Women; and Pat Reid, a participant in the 2008 USA Mission
Experience to El Paso, Texas, and Juérez, Mexico, will serve as the Keynote Speakers.

The Reverend Dr. Fred A. Holbrook, Executive Director of the Massanetta Springs Camp and

Conference Center, will present a musical Call to Worship. Catrelia Hunter, past Moderator of the
Presbyterian Women Churchwide Coordinating Team,
install the new PW leaders.

Representatives of various presbytery and synod agencies will be on hand with exhibits and
information to share. A variety of musical experiences will be offered during the Gathering, as well.

All women are encouraged to put the date on their calendars now so that they can be in attendance!
The Gathering will provide a day of worship, inspiration, information, and fellowship for everyone
there. Look for more information about the program andthe d ay 6 sin teevnexhigsigse of Peaks
PW News.

FROM THE HISTORIAN (Elease Wilson)
eleasewilson@comcast.net
434-793-0409

CHURCH HISTORIES AND STATISTICAL REPORTS UPDATE

| am happy to report that | attended all of the Spring Cluster Gatherings this year, and they were all
filled with spiritually planned programs. These gatherings allowed me to meet with new Presbyterian
Women | had not met.

Abig"Thank Youo to all who have helped to make thi

Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of the Peaks have given information to other women of the
Presbyterian churches so that reports were received in a timely manner. However, there are a large
number of histories and statistical reports that have not yet been received, and | will continue to
receive and file reports for future reference. All reports sent to me were typed, copied, and forwarded
to the designated persons. Please feel free to continue to send reports.

There were 1,553 reported active PW in 54 churches. There were 46 histories and 62 statistical
reports submitted.



FROM THE RACIAL ETHNIC REPRESENTATIVE (Gail Gunn)
gwgunn@acninc.net
434-799-2733

WOMEN OF THE WORLD

Regarding the three Spring Cluster Gatherings | attended with the Racial Ethnic tri-fold display, | felt
that the 'message’ of diversity was well received. | credit this positive reception due to Women of the
World, the portrait book on hand with accompanying text. This lovely book in my opinion is the
essence of the word 'diversity." We, representing different ethnic backgrounds, can relate to this
book with its compelling stories even though they might not mirror our own personal lives. Many
positive comments were mentioned by attendees. The caption on the tri-fold says: 'One World." How
true. Through this book we are afforded the opportunity to witness this oneness through pictures and
the printed word.

The author, Rieneke Leenders, is originally from the Netherlands and now resides in Virginia Beach.
| would recommend her name to present at a regional or national Presbyterian event.

Many attendees at the cluster gatherings expressed interest in purchasing books for their individual
church libraries and for their personal libraries. For those who would like to preview Ms. Leenders'
book, | would like to direct you to: http://www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/820448. She can be
reached directly at: rienekeleenders@gmail.com.

| must say, | feel re-energized in my position of Racial Ethnic Representative, and | would like to
thank everyone who stopped by my 'booth' to say hello and to take a look at the display.
Furthermore, | would like to encourage you to call or email me your comments and suggestions
regarding race, ethnicity, and/or diversity as it relates to enriching PW.

Cheers!

FROM THE MISSION COORDINATOR (Bernadine Banning)
bbanning@radford.edu
540-639-0049

HAITI UPDATE

News from Haiti is not good. Tropical rains have started with many people still living in tents
unprotected from weather and predators. Too many parents, when faced with the inability to provide
food to their children, are leaving them at orphanages. What is most needed are our prayers and our
money. PC (USA) and its partners need funds to hire Haitian workers to clear rubble and build
housing to provide better shelter.

HUNGER SUPPORT

Reports make it clear that Presbyterian Women and PC (USA) churches must continue and even
increase support to families and individuals through soup kitchens and food distribution. As the
school year ends, children no longer participate in breakfast and lunch meals. The young ones need
nutritious meals to grow properly.
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TOGETHER IN SERVICE (TIS) REPORT

Quaker Memorial PC in Lynchburg sent a list of activities completed and in progress celebrating 100
years of service. Each includes 100 items: pillowcases adapted as dresses for small girls in Haiti,
health kits, flower bulbs planted on church property, pounds of food gleaned with the Society of St.
Andrew (http://www.endhunger.org/virginia.htm), Christmas gifts for Angel Tree, cards to soldiers,
dollars for Heifer International, pounds of canned goods to Blue Ridge Food Bank, items for Interfaith
Outreach Furniture Ministry, hours of work at Camp Hat Creek, hours in a prayer vigil focusing on
national and global concerns, miles of clean up of the Adopt-a-Highway.

CLUSTER GATHERING "SHARING TREE"

The AShar i ngSpring@uster Gathering &t Bew Dublin PC produced many ideas already
cited in earlier activity reports, but the following are new or slightly new:

1.) potluck dinners after church inviting the congregation to help with offerings, e.g., Birthday and
Thank, with information about each and cans placed on the tables, collecting for one special offering
eachmeal;2) East er ABunny Ca k e-g 3.)dEnergenay Bazkpacks éor childrant
taken from parents by Social Services or police; 4.) each time Communion is celebrated loaves of
bread are brought and donated to the local food pantry; 5.) send at various times during the year
car coats, hats, gloves, t-shirts, socks, underwear, fabric, sewing machines and sewing accessories
(thread, needles, etc.) to Indians in North and South Dakota; 6.) visits to adult home to celebrate
birthdays, play games, give devotionals, etc.

DATES TO REMEMBER

2010

June 10 Birthday Offering due to PW Presbytery Treasurer

June 10 Second Quarter of Financial Support Pledge due to PW Presbytery Treasurer
(for those making quarterly installments)

June 10-13 Synod of the Mid-Atlantic PW Summer Gathering at Massanetta Springs Camp
and Conference Center in Harrisonburg

August 7 Presbytery of the Peaks PWCT meeting at Quaker Memorial PC in Lynchburg

September 25 22" Annual Gathering of Peaks PW at Quaker Memorial PC in Lynchburg

October 22-23 Presbytery of the Peaks PWCT retreat and meeting at Camp Hat Creek in
Brookneal

2012
July 18-22 Churchwide Gathering of PW at the Gaylord Palms Resort and Convention
Center in Kissimmee, Florida


http://www.endhunger.org/virginia.htm




